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T is the season to find newspaper 
ads stashed around the house.

Children painstakingly circle every
item they could possibly want, in fact,
maybe couldn’t live without. They care-
fully write and rewrite lists of toys,
electronics, and games. With the 
myriad of gifts available, it can be 
hard to decide what’s appropriate, 
beneficial, and budget friendly. I 
suspect there’s a gift that didn’t make
their lists—one with more far-reaching
benefits and blessings for your chil-
dren’s lives. Have you considered 
“gifting” your children by modeling
respect and love for their teachers?

Give good gifts!
Jesus asks in Matthew 7:9,10,

“Which of you, if his son asks
for bread, will give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish,
will give him a snake?” Jesus
was pointing to the truth
that even though we are sin-
ful, we do know how to give
good gifts. And if we sinful
parents can recognize how 
to give good gifts, how much
more can we trust that our
Father in heaven is giving 
us truly good gifts!

Let’s then ask this tough
question: Have we been 
giving our children stones
and snakes? Is it possible
we’re giving them stones and
snakes when we demonstrate

a lack of respect and love for our 
children’s teachers? Realizing that
teachers are gifts of God, might we
humbly evaluate how modeling love
and respect toward teachers gives 
children a lasting and valuable gift?

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
God has established all the authori-

ties that exist. Though, at times, the
weaknesses of our leaders may be all
too evident, we still owe them respect.

At a time when most leaders were
notoriously wicked, Paul wrote quite
pointedly about respecting authorities
(Romans 13). God was in control 
then and still is today. Luther’s expla-
nation of the Fourth Commandment
concerning parents and others in
authority reminds us to “honor, serve,
and obey them, and give them love
and respect.” One of the fundamental
gifts we bestow upon our children is
the understanding that a teacher is a
gift from God who absolutely deserves
our love and respect. This attitude
stands in opposition to popular cul-

ture, but it cultivates a respect for
God’s creation and a reassuring
reliance that God is working for
our good.

Why might this task of model-
ing love and respect for teachers
seem difficult? Perhaps we sim-
ply suffer from indifference: “One
more thing added to my list of
parental responsibilities. Why do
I have to invest more? I don’t have
more time, more energy. Teaching
is their job. I pay their salaries
through taxes/tuition/offerings—
can’t they just do their jobs like
everyone else?” Yes, they can.
However, our love, respect, and
prayers for them are effective. If
they are Christians, we have the
opportunity to help build up the
body of Christ—we participate
in sharing the Word and provid-
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ing a vital component in the education
of our children and others. We have
the unique responsibility (and joy) 
to carry one another’s burdens and
encourage one another. If the teacher
isn’t a Christian (or in a Christian set-
ting), we have a distinct opportunity
to show how sanctified Christians act.
This classroom may be our “ends of
the earth” (Acts 1:8) where we have
opportunities to plant or water the
seed of God’s Word and model
Christian love in action!

But what if our indifference is just
the tip of the mountain of issues that
separate parents and teachers? What 
if the teacher shows a similar indiffer-
ence toward our concerns about the
classroom? What if he doesn’t listen 

to appeals for attention to a troubling
situation? What if she doesn’t see the
potential in a child—although she sure
seems to have his deficiencies pegged?
What if the teacher has labeled the
child, causing the child’s attitude or
actions to become a self-fulfilling
prophecy? Indeed, all these scenarios
are tough. Sadly, sometimes they are
all too real. We may wish for perfect
teachers. If only they existed. Truly, 
we are humbled to remember there
was only one perfect teacher: our
Savior Jesus Christ. He always had 
the right answer in the tough situa-
tions, and he hasn’t left us orphans.
He is with us. So when he asks us 
to love and respect those teachers 

who don’t seem to be earning that 
love and respect as well as they might,
has he asked us to do a “mission
impossible”? The simple answer is 
no. Maybe the better question is, 
How is God blessing me and my 
child through this trial? Because, 
deep down, we know God is going 
to bless us in all situations.

Lessons I can give
One priceless gift parents can give

children is modeling how Christians
deal with these problems. We want 
to show our children that people can
respectfully disagree. We can disagree,
but we can also control how we act
and what we say to others. We also 
do well to admit if we have modeled

this poorly in other situations.
Showing children how Christians 
deal with others appropriately will 
be an invaluable gift.

A parent teaches a lesson when he
or she refuses to pass judgment based
solely on a complaint lodged by the
student. A parent teaches a lesson by
calmly contacting or conferencing 
with the teacher and talking about 
the situation, rather than making the
teacher’s real or supposed inadequacies
the talk of the parking lot. Careful
treatment of the teacher’s reputation
displays the parent’s love and respect
for God and the teacher by upholding
the Eighth Commandment’s regard 
for a person’s good name. Also, this

teaches by example the benefits 
of talking to a person rather than 
making assumptions—learning to
“take . . . words and actions in the
kindest possible way” (Luther’s 
Eighth Commandment explanation).

What if the teacher seems to sidestep
the issue or simply won’t acknowledge
your concern, even when approached
with tact and reason? What gift can
come from that? In life, things don’t
always go our way. An important les-
son (and gift!) to leave with our chil-
dren is the understanding that we
won’t always be able to steer people 
to our way of thinking. We then
model how to respectfully deal with
and disagree with others. Not getting
our way is never a green light for 
complaining or bad-mouthing. We 
are charged with making the best of
situations. Often these situations hone
the gifts of character and integrity. 

As I mentioned before, only one
teacher really had it all together: Jesus.
Of all the other people who are primary
influences in our children’s lives, even
the most beloved teacher does fall
short sometimes. But rather than fixate
on what we may see lacking in their
teachers, could we teach our children
to find and value the many great traits
their teachers possess? Let’s teach our
children to see and value these teach-
ers as God’s workmanship. Let’s take
some time to recognize the faithfulness,
dedication, or even humor displayed
in the teacher’s classroom. Let’s thank
God for the gentle spirit that calms the
children who lack love and compassion
in their home lives. Let’s model a love
for people and their God-given gifts
that will glorify the Creator, encourage
the teacher, and thereby bless our 
children.

Can we see how our Father, who
only knows how to give good and 
perfect gifts, continues to bless us 
in all things? Can we recognize the
opportunities to give a great gift to 
our children simply by loving and
respecting their teachers? Because 
we recognize its intrinsic value, how
can we not afford to give this gift?

Amy Vannieuwenhoven works part time at
Northdale Lutheran School in Tampa, FL, 
and full time with her husband, Pastor Charlie
Vannieuwenhoven, raising their four children.
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Might we humbly evaluate 
how modeling love and 
respect toward teachers 
gives children a lasting 

and valuable gift?

2



3

God’s Gifts
Find and circle ten of God’s many gifts to your family. Then start a prayer of thanks to God, and have family
members contribute by naming blessings God gives them.

Issues at school can seem overwhelming, yet in the long run they can be blessings. Read and discuss each
concern. Match it with a possible blessing.

FAMILY

FOOD

FRIENDS

FUN

GRACE

HOME

LEARNING 

PAYCHECK

SAVIOR

WORSHIP

A. You get to guide your child in 
setting priorities and in limiting
extra activities. This prepares your
child for the demands of adult life.

B. Your child has an opportunity to
treat unfriendliness with friendliness.
Encourage your child to greet the
teacher kindly each day and to help
with classroom chores.

C. Your child is learning strategies 
for dealing with future bosses,
coworkers, and friends.

D. Your child is learning that there 
are consequences for poor behavior,
yet he still gets to exercise and work
off excess energy.
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 G R R I T G N I N R A E L M T S

1. Each year my daughter 
needs time to get used to a
teacher’s routines, quirks,
strengths, and weaknesses.

2. When my son misbehaves 
at school, his teacher won’t 
let him play at recess but 
makes him walk laps around 
the playground.

3. This year’s teacher assigns 
so much homework that it’s 
hard to fit in piano, play 
practice, and soccer. 

4. It seems that my child’s 
teacher is always grumpy.
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R aising children so their lives are
built on the foundation of God’s

truth and so their lives reflect Christian
values is becoming extremely challeng-
ing in our ever-changing world. The
Ten Commandments and nativity
scenes are being removed from public
buildings. What our children see
around them instead in media and
entertainment feeds a very different 
set of values. How can parents instill
biblical values in their children?

Keep calm . . . go to church.
In our house we don’t go to church.

(I can hear the collective gasps now.
It’s okay. I urge you to continue with
the rest of this article.) We have “Jesus
Time.” My youngest daughter coined
that phrase as we journeyed to church
one morning, and it has stuck ever
since. In fact, that phrase has carried
over to my grandchildren as well. For
some reason, saying that we are going
to have “Jesus Time” has made getting
up and getting ready much easier on
Sunday morning. 

Of course going to church is one of
the most important things you can do
to provide the foundation of Christian
values for the lives of your children.
But, obviously, there are obstacles.
Sometimes children get the wiggles
and giggles as they sit in the pew 
waiting for the sermon to be finished.
If you have school-age children, you
could give them each a paper with
words found in the Bible. During the
service, your children can circle each
word as they hear the pastor say 
it. You could also give them a code
word before the service. Each time the
pastor says that word, they mark it on
a sheet of paper. These activities keep
your children involved in the service

and in hearing the message the pastor
has prepared. When the service is
over, you can discuss the sermon
together. If you have older children,
you can get them involved by having
them bring their Bibles and high-
lighters. Whenever the pastor refers 
to a Bible verse, they can highlight 
that verse in their Bibles. Get creative!

The more your children are involved
in the message on Sunday morning,
the deeper the seed is planted. The
deeper the roots of their faith go, the
easier it is for them to face adversity
and stand tall in their faith.

Stand up for what is right, even if you are
standing alone.

We all want to be liked. We all 
want to belong, and we want to be a
part of the “in crowd.” Sometimes, to
fit in, children will follow along with
whatever the rest of the group is doing
so that they are not seen as different or

weird. Most times this leads to trouble.
There are ways to equip your children
with the skills to walk away from
behavior that dishonors God and 
compromises their faith. 

First and foremost, children need to
know that no matter who likes them
on this earth, they have a best friend.
They need to know that their best
friend is a man named Jesus, who
walked this earth and was tempted
just like they are. Jesus was made fun
of when he stood up for what was
right, just like your children may be.
Jesus hung on a cross, endured unfath-
omable pain, and died so that your
children could have life with him in
heaven someday. He tells us that
because of our connection to him, we
may stand alone sometimes. Because
he is also true God, what he accom-
plished when he suffered on the cross
gives us the reason to stand up for
what is right, even if we stand alone. 

There are things you can do to help
your children be prepared for those
times. Play the “what would you do”
game. From the time my children were
small, I would give them various sce-
narios that they might encounter and
ask them what they would do if these
things ever happened to them. For
instance, “What would you do if you
were with your best friend and she
stole something from the store and
wanted you to steal as well?” My chil-
dren would give me their answers. I
would either agree with what they said
or I would say something like, “Or
maybe you could . . . ” By playing this
game, you give them tools to do what
is right in a challenging situation. At
the same time, you are laying a foun-
dation of healthy values upon which
they will build their lives.

Christian Values

I t’s obvious that 
the entertainment
industry has an
agenda to teach 
a very different

set of values 
than those I have
learned from God.

Teaching
Jennifer David-Sayles



5

Teaching your children God’s 
Word so that the Holy Spirit has the
chance to strengthen their faith is 
the way to nurture God-pleasing 
values. Teaching your children how 
to respond to challenging situations
before they happen is a good way to
help them live according to those 
values. Of course, there are going 
to be numerous times when your 
children face situations they haven’t
thought through in advance. Then
their study of God’s Word becomes
very important, guiding their con-
sciences and giving them the courage
to follow their consciences. 

Use television shows and topics from the
news to discuss your Christian beliefs.

Turning on the television and 
trying to find something wholesome
for children to watch is becoming
almost as hard as the new math the
kids have to do these days. Even the
news is disgusting and full of hateful
human acts. But you can make use 
of the television as one of the many
tools to teach Christian values to 
your children. 

Recently when my grandson was
visiting, I turned the television to a
popular children’s channel. Abruptly,
on the screen, two young ladies were
kissing each other. I was stunned. As 
a matter of fact, I was speechless for 
a few minutes. It’s obvious that the
entertainment industry has an agenda
to teach a very different set of values
than those I have learned from God. 
I shut off the television and turned to
my grandson, who looked equally as
baffled as I was. Then he started to 
fire the questions at me: “Why were
those girls kissing, Grandma?” “Girls
aren’t supposed to kiss each other, 
are they?” Once I broke from my
astonishment, I grabbed my Bible 
and my grandson and we sat at the
table. I explained that what we saw
was not right. Then I went to the 
corresponding Bible verses and
allowed the Word to do the rest of 
the explaining. 

I’m thankful that I turned on that
television show for a moment. I was
able to use God’s Word to explain 
that what my grandson had seen 

was a sin. It also gave me the opportu-
nity to show him that the Bible is the 
standard of truth for us and to teach
what the Bible says. Of course, we
won’t be watching that show again.
But I encourage you to use whatever 
is happening on the news or your 
television as a means to discuss what
the Bible teaches. I am not saying that
this gives you permission to watch
things that are deplorable to the Lord.
I am just saying that if you happen 
to come across something that needs
further explanation, by all means, 
USE THE BIBLE!

Instilling Christian values in your
children in a secular world is not an
easy thing to do. But the Lord pro-
vides plenty of teaching moments. 
If we are willing to take the time to 
make use of these moments, our 
children will remember the lessons 
for years to come.

Jennifer David-Sayles, a freelance writer, is 
married to her best friend. She is the mother of
four beautiful daughters and grandmother of two
amazing grandsons. She resides in Gilford, MI,
and is a member of St. Luke in Vassar.
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ThankedGod
R outines. We all have them. On 

a normal day, I wake up, have 
my cup of coffee, and read my Bible. 
I then go about my daily chores.
However, I really wanted today to 
be different. Today I wanted to thank
God . . . FOR EVERYTHING.

I began cleaning the entryway. For
some reason, this is the catchall room
for everything that comes through 
our door. It was at this time I thanked
God that I had a home. I thanked him
for the things others left behind that
needed to be returned to their proper
places because that meant my children
and husband had been here. I thanked
God for the mud that my children had
dragged in because that meant my
children had shoes on their feet.

Next was the living room. I folded
up the blanket that my daughter had
slept with the night before and thanked
God that she was warm and that he
was giving me the privilege of raising
her. I grabbed my vacuum cleaner and
unknotted the cord. I thanked God
that I had carpet to vacuum; so when
the girls had friends over, they could
sit comfortably and watch the latest
movie on television. I thanked God 
for the television. But I did ask him 
to make the programming a little 
more family friendly.

On to the kitchen. The MESSY
kitchen. You see, I had made no-bake
cookies the night before and had left
the pan in the sink to soak. I thanked
God for the ingredients I was able to
use in those cookies, and then I sent 
a little prayer that those ingredients

not end up on my hips! I thanked him
for the stove and the refrigerator and
the cupboards full of food. 

It was time to set the table for break-
fast. I thanked God that we gathered

here as a family every morning and
then again in the evening. I thanked
him for the conversations that we all
had at these times. 

I then moved on to the bathroom.
How I HATE to clean the bathroom.
However, as I scrubbed the toilet bowl,
I thanked God profusely for allowing
me to have indoor plumbing so that 
I didn’t have to walk outside in the

middle of the night! It made that chore
A LOT easier! I thanked him for my
being able to scrub a shower that my
girls use way too much. I wound up
all the cords to the hair dryers and to
the curling irons and thanked God 
that my children love themselves
enough to look presentable wherever
they go. I grabbed the dirty clothes 
out of the hamper, collected the
mounds of clothes on my children’s
floors, and placed everything in the
laundry room. As I loaded my washer,
I thanked God that I didn’t have to 
go to a river, run sandy water through
them, and then hang them from a 
tree. I thanked him for great smelling
laundry soap and fabric softener that
makes our clothes soft.

As I finished everything else, I
thanked God for my four beautiful
daughters, my amazing husband, my
awesome son-in-law, and my two
adorable—downright spoiled—
grandsons. I thanked God for my
church, extended family, friends, and
everything else that makes my life
complete. I have to say, by focusing 
on my blessings, the chores were a
whole lot easier to complete. 

As you walk about today, thank God
for all that you see, hear, taste, smell,
and touch. It will give you a much
brighter perspective on your life.

Jennifer David-Sayles, a freelance writer, is 
married to her best friend. She is the mother of
four beautiful daughters and grandmother of two
amazing grandsons. She resides in Gilford, MI,
and is a member of St. Luke in Vassar.
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Web
T hat’s a great question, Sean. Why

don’t you Google that and see if
you can find the answer?” Can you
imagine the blank stare that statement
might have evoked 20 years ago if a
teacher had responded that way to a
student’s question?

As years pass, the influence of 
technology on the shape of education
continues to grow. Probably few 
things have had a greater impact than
the Internet. The Internet has been 
a blessing for teachers in numerous
ways. It helps them access information
they might not have been able to find
before. Educators no longer rely solely
on textbooks written by colleagues.
Rather, through websites like Pinterest
and TeachersPayTeachers, educators
can gather ideas from other teachers
all over the country with a simple
click of a button. 

Teachers can also access videos that
add interest to lessons. YouTube is one
popular and easily accessible resource
that features a wide variety of videos.
(Some cautions are noted below.) Other
video resources are being developed
every day.

Through these videos, the window
is open to students to view things oth-
erwise invisible to the naked eye, such
as panoramas from space or teeming
life on a microscope slide. In the areas
of literature and English, students can
view reenactments of stories and songs
or memorable explanations of gram-
mar concepts. Activities that teach
almost any challenging math concept
are readily available. 

The Internet is also a great help 
to students as they create projects 
for their classes. In the past, students
searched for resources at their local
libraries. The selection often was 
limited. Through the Internet, students
now have the opportunity to access
books from all over. Of even greater
benefit is the fact that they can access
articles, research studies, pictures,
explanations, activities, and more that
have never made it into a textbook.
Google Scholar is one website that

helps students find academic articles
and books about any topic. 

The Internet can also be a blessing
for parents and students as they do
their routine homework. If they run
into problems or concepts they don’t
understand, they can probably find
explanations or help on the Internet.
For example, if parents aren’t confi-
dent in their own knowledge of a 
particular math concept that may be 
a part of their children’s homework,
they can very likely find sources that
teach the concept. Just as important 

is the related learning that takes place
through the Internet. As students
process their homework, questions
may surface about related topics. By
having access to a ready source of
information, students can explore,
adding to the body of knowledge they
will take with them as they prepare to
lead productive lives—the major goal
behind their education. 

Of course, a warning is in 
order. As with most other things
that can be good and beneficial, 
the Internet can also be used for
sinful purposes. Parents need 
to monitor their children’s
Internet activity and spend 
time teaching them the dangers 
that can exist on the Internet. Also,
because anyone can post information
on the Internet, the information isn’t
always accurate. We have to learn to
be discerning and teach that skill to
our children. The Google Scholar 

site mentioned above uses a set of 
criteria to rank the various articles.
That system helps us to have confi-
dence in the material that is available
there. And though we can learn a lot
using YouTube videos, sometimes the
language, content, and visuals aren’t
appropriate. Parents will want to
screen the videos first. 

In the hands of discerning educators,
parents, and students, the Internet is a
tremendous gift from God that enables
us to learn more about the magnificence
of God’s creation and equips us to use
our talents to the best of our abilities. 
See the back page of this newsletter

for several trustworthy sites that can
be of value to parents as they teach
their children.

Emily Seeber is a 2014 graduate of Martin Luther
College currently called to teach K-8 at Good
Shepherd Lutheran School in Cedar Rapids, IA.

Georgene Hughes, a 1983 graduate of Doctor
Martin Luther College, lives in Watertown, WI,
with her husband, Dan, and their three children.
She is currently an adult basic education 
instructor for Madison College.

“

Learning and the 
Georgene Hughes and Emily Seeber

The Internet can
also be a blessing
for parents and 
students as they
do their routine
homework.
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“Here’s that decoration for the front
door, but I didn’t poke the hole in it!”

Parents Crosslink is published by
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1250 North 113th Street, Milwaukee, WI
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For subscription rates or other questions
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indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible,
New International Version®. Copyright
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reserved worldwide. All materials con-
tained in Parents Crosslink are protected
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According to Netcraft, an Internet research company, over 
a half million active websites currently exist. Most adults

have learned that not all websites are trustworthy. But finding
the good ones can be like searching for needles in a haystack. 

Look for a site that has bright colors and 
captivating graphics and icons but is easy 
to navigate. Additionally, there may be 
a section specifically for parents with
information about the company; 
this creates credibility. Finally, 
the website should abide by the
Children’s Online Privacy Protection
Act (COPPA), which serves to pro-
tect children younger than 13 years
old from distributing any personal
information online without parental
consent.

One easily navigable and interactive
site for parents of beginning readers is
Starfall.com. Created by Stephen Schutz,
who at age 9 still struggled to read,
Starfall.com contains many free reading
materials that can be printed or viewed
online. This reading program uses research
and focuses on phonemic awareness, 
systematic phonics, vocabulary, fluency, 
and comprehension.  

Kahnacademy.org has recently gained a
lot of attention. Many schools use it as a
resource for children who need additional
help with math and science. This nonprofit
organization provides free quality education

for anyone anywhere. From any computer with Internet access,
parents, teachers, and children alike can explore interactive
activities, assessments, and videos.

Spellingcity.com acts as a colorful interactive website to help
children improve their spelling, writing, and

vocabulary. Although the free activities are
limited, for less than 30 dollars per year

parents can have access to all activities
and games. The interactive website is
easy to navigate and informational
and is available as an app for iPads,
iPhones, and Android phones. 

The Internet opens the door 
for easy access to resources that
weren’t available just a generation
ago. Some are good. Some aren’t.

Entrusted with the souls God has
placed into their hands, parents 

will want to monitor the sites their
children visit. But because of the value
of resources that are available online,
parents will find that the time spent
searching for good websites is time 
well spent. 

Emily Seeber is a 2014 graduate of Martin Luther
College currently called to teach K-8 at Good
Shepherd Lutheran School in Cedar Rapids, IA.

Georgene Hughes, a 1983 graduate of Doctor 
Martin Luther College, lives in Watertown, WI, 
with her husband, Dan, and their three children. 
She is currently an adult basic education instruc-
tor for Madison College.
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Georgene Hughes and Emily Seeber

Most adults 
have learned 
that not all 

websites are 
trustworthy.

Key for Activity on page 3

 W
 

O
 

B 
S 

H 
O
 

P 
P 

A 
L 

E 
P 

C 
L 

B 
P

 O
 

R 
A 

R 
G 

I 
L 

A 
T 

H 
M

 
A 

A 
E 

A 
G

 R
 

P 
O
 

M
 

H 
E 

C 
Y 

D 
O
 

O
 

F 
Y 

R 
T 

R

 F
 

O
 

N 
S 

A 
D 

L 
C 

O
 

O
 

H 
M

 
H 

O
 

F 
M

 E
 

H 
R 

P 
Y 

I 
C 

H 
N 

S 
D 

N 
E 

I 
R 

F

 G
 

O
 

I 
S 

M
 

G 
E 

E 
R 

I 
Y 

F 
S 

V 
E 

H

 W
 

O
 

R 
A 

W
 

R 
Y 

C 
M

 
A 

F 
E 

C 
A 

R 
G

 N
 

U 
F 

N 
A 

A 
O
 

K 
F 

S 
P 

U 
D 

S 
N 

O

 G
 

R 
R 

I 
T 

G 
N 

I 
N 

R 
A 

E 
L 

M
 

T 
S


