
ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

Bangor, Wisconsin 
Sunday Worship:  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

Monday ‘Repeat’ Service:  7:00 p.m.  (June Through August) 
(Sunday School & Sunday Bible Study Resume After Labor Day) 

 
2nd Sunday After Pentecost                                June 14, 2020 

 
Personal Prayers For Worship:   Pages 10-11 & 134-139  (front of hymnal) 

 

Opening Hymn - 193  
Liturgy – Page 38 (front of hymnal) 
Scripture Lessons:       Exodus 3:1-15;           Psalm 102:25-28; 
                                           Galatians 3:7-9;         John 8:48-59 

(Please note responses after Epistle & Gospel Lessons – Page 40) 
Hymn – 277 
SERMON – John 8:48-59 – “I AM” 
The Apostles’ Creed – Pahe 41 (front of hymnal) 
The Offering Will Be Brought Forward 
Prayers - Lord’s Prayer – Benediction 
Closing Hymn – 369  
 
 
 

THE BACKSTORY REVISITED 
 
An old man named John wrote it down in a little letter years later:  “We have 
heard…we have seen…we have observed….our hands have touched.”  
 
Those days long ago scroll across the old man’s memory.  He was a young 
man then, maybe all of nineteen.  He was hanging on the words of a rugged 
preacher named John the Baptist on that day when Jesus came in sight of 
the Jordan River.  
 
“Look!”  said the preacher, pointing at Jesus, “The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world!”    It was some time later when Jesus called him 
and his big brother, James, from their fishermen’s nets on the Sea of Galilee 
for part time service.  Peter and his brother Andrew were there too.  Later 
still, Jesus summoned James and John to leave their father Zebedee’s 
fishing business altogether to become full time students.  
 

He and his brother James were hot and impulsive in those days, too angry, 
too eager to be on top.  Jesus had a nickname for them – Boanerges – sons 
of thunder – thunder boys. 
 
Now, years later, this old man, pen in hand, drifts back to those days of long 
ago - that day when he was designated as one of the twelve – and got a new 
calling – apostle.  
 
He became known as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  Was it because he 
was a cousin to Jesus?  Was it because he was the youngest – and so Jesus 
took Him under his wing?  Or was it because he was young enough to be 
less brittle than the others, more moldable to the likeness of the Master? 
 
For the Lord’s own good reasons, the young apostle was part of an inner 
circle along with Peter and James.  He heard, he saw wondrous things – in 
the death chamber of a little girl, on a high mountain where Jesus was 
transfigured, in the shadows of a garden on the slopes of Olivet.  
 
He sat next to Jesus for that last meal in the upper room.  Was he the very 
first to receive the body and blood of Christ in the newly given sacrament? 
 
He stood with the Master’s mother at the foot of the cross.   He was there for 
that breakfast with the risen Lord on the shore of the sea.  And when his 
fellow thunder boy, his brother, James – and all the other apostles were 
slaughtered for the sake of Christ, he remained, the last apostle standing. 
 
He grew old.  He wrote a fourth Gospel years after Matthew, Mark and Luke 
wrote theirs.  He wrote three short epistles or letters.  And at some point, 
before or after, he was exiled by the emperor for a few years to a piece of 
rock in the Aegean Sea – the island of Patmos – the Alcatraz of the ancient 
world.  There Jesus appeared to him. Once again the old man heard things 
with his own ears, saw things with his own eyes – and at Christ’s command 
wrote these things down.  We can still hear the thunder – and see the flash of 
lightning – the book of Revelation.  
 
In the end, church history records that he returned to Ephesus to shepherd 
the souls of Asia Minor.  There at Ephesus, he would die.  
 
Years ago in Watertown, when we college boys had only a couple years of 
classical Greek under our belts, and seminary was still a few years away, we 
began our study of the New Testament in Greek, the language in which it 
was first written.  Where did we start?  With the Gospel of John.  Why? 
Because it was easy.   John does not use big words.  
 



In our journey through John’s Gospel, we continue to hear simple words: 
Life and death, truth and lie, light and darkness, love and hate, hunger and 
thirst, water and bread.   But the simple words run deep, like a river, the older 
we get.   He who is the Way, the Truth, the Life, reminds us that these simple 
words are the ones that matter when everything else in life is stripped away. 
And unlike us, these simple words never grow old.  
 

THIS WEEK: 
Today - Worship at  8:00 am & 10:00 AM 

-       Confirmation Rehearsal on Main Floor:  9:00 a.m. 
Mon. - ‘Repeat’ Worship Service:  7:00 p.m. 
Next Sun. Confirmation Pictures at 9:00 a.m. sharp! 
                          Confirmation in Second Service:  10:00 a.m. 

Communion in Both Services (Individual Cup) 
 

 
 

WEDDING -  Ashley Urbanek & Brandon Leiterman exchanged marriage  
                     vows before our altar yesterday. 
 
CONFIRMATION will take place next Sunday, June 21, 10:00 a.m.  
                             Pictures will be taken at 9 a.m. sharp that day. 

   It is our hope that family and friends of confirmands 
                             will have the necessary space as others may choose  
                            to attend the first service or the Monday evening service. 
 

NEW USHER SCHEDULES are in the narthex. 
 
AS ANNOUNCED LAST WEEK – Pastor Hefti has set October 1, 2020 as  
                                                     the official date for his retirement.  He will 
conduct his final service at St. Paul’s on Sunday, September 27 and take the 
final few days of September to attend to moving details.  Hopefully the 
approximate lead time of four months will provide some time for beginning 
the Call process and getting the new school year underway.  A “pre-Call” 
meeting of the congregation will be scheduled by and presided over by our 
District President, Pastor Michael Jensen, with the assistance of our circuit 
pastors, Pastor Joel Neumann and Pastor Andrew Schultz.  Details will be 
announced.  After 41 years in the pastoral ministry, 36 of those years in 
Bangor, Pastor & Mrs. Hefti are deeply grateful and humbled by the kindness 
shown to them.  
  
2020 Weekly Budget:           $9,948.43           Budget To Date:      $218,865.46   
Received Last Week:         $15,642.88           Received To Date:   $207,901.31 

(Offerings include donations in the past week from our online giving app.) 
Attendance Last Week:     1st – 91          2nd – 53      Mon.  48        Total:    192 
 
 
 
 

COPIES OF OUR SHUT-IN LIST are on the table in the entry.  Many cannot 
be visited at this time due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Please keep them in 

your prayers, and where possible perhaps give them a phone call of 
encouragement.  There are others who receive private communion from time 
to time, but prefer not to be on the list. 
 
 

PASTORAL VISITATIONS 
Nursing homes and hospitals are still restricting regular access at this time.  For the 
safety of everyone and for the protection of our shut-ins, usual pastoral visits will be 
delayed.    In urgent circumstances, do not hesitate to phone the pastor 
(486-2754) and he will be happy to minister to you on a personal basis.  
 

       6/14/20    2nd Sunday After Pentecost 


