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W

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.

 Prayer before worship
Grant us, O Lord, to live this day in gladness and peace, without stumbling and
without stain, that reaching the evening victorious over all temptation, we may
praise you, the eternal God, for you govern all things and are praised now and
forever. Amen.
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Service of the Word
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STAND

M: The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C:

Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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OH, TASTE AND SEE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister says the Prayer of the Day.

BE SEATED
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THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Acts 4:23-33

23

After Peter and John were released, they went to their own friends and re-

ported everything the high priests and the elders had said.

24

When they heard

this, with one mind they raised their voices to God and said, “Master, you are the
God who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them.

25

By the

Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David, your servant, you said: Why
do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?

26

The kings of the earth take

their stand, and the rulers are gathered together against the Lord and against

his Anointed One.c

27

“For certainly, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate,

along with the Gentiles and people of Israel, were gathered together against
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did whatever your hand and
your plan had decided beforehand should happen.

29

“Now Lord, look at their

threats and give to your servants the ability to keep on speaking your word with
all boldness

30

as you stretch out your hand to heal and as signs and wonders

take place through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31After they prayed, the
place where they were gathered was shaken. Also, everyone was filled with the
Holy Spirit, and they continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

32

The

whole group of believers was one in heart and soul. No one claimed that any of
his possessions was his own, but they held everything in common.

33

The apos-

tles continued to testify about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ with
great power, and abundant grace was on all of them.
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved.
The following service is reprinted from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 2012 Northwestern Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-716373.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

PSALM 23

The LORD is my shepherd,*
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;*
he leads me beside quiet waters.
He restores my soul;*
he guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,*
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Refrain
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.*
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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SECOND LESSON

1 John 3:1-2

See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called children of
God, and that is what we are! The world does not know us, because it did not
know him. Dear friends, we are children of God now, but what we will be has not
yet been revealed. We know that when he is revealed we will be like him, and we
will see him as he really is.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia. (John 10:14)
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GOSPEL

John 10: 11-18

“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. The hired man, who is not a shepherd, does not own the sheep. He
sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the
sheep and scatters them. Because he works for money, he does not care about
the sheep. “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me
(just as the Father knows me and I know the Father). And I lay down my life for
the sheep. I also have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock and one
shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I

may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I
have the authority to lay it down, and I have the authority to take it up again.
This is the commission I received from my Father.”

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

BE SEATED
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SERMON: Acts 12:1-19

OUR RISEN SAVIOR OPENS DOORS

STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING
OFFERING (Thank you all who have mailed, dropped off or electronically
given your gifts to our Lord. Offering baskets are in the back of Church for your
convenience. May God continue to bless you with all you need, just as he
promised.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that
you give us day after day.

C:

We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

M:

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect
us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C:

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this
place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom,
and love.

M:

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger:
sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over
those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever
perils may threaten them.

C:

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are
distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm.
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M:

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep
our government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of
good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of
peace, security, and well-being.

C:

Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars,
may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where
there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power
to help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.
M:

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and
ask you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time
and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is
pleasing in your sight. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
M/C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen
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M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in
death through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.
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