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Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also
gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.

¥ Prayer before worship

Luther’s Morning Prayer

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. | thank you, my heavenly
Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me this night from all
harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please you. Into your hands | commend my body and soul and all things. Let
your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD Christian Worship — 38

“FILL ME” Brad Gollnick
184 O Holy Spirit, Enter In
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Prayer un-ceas-ing And in love be still in - creas-ing.
And our la - bor Praise you, Lord, and serve our neigh - bor.
Christ con - fess - ing, Let us see our Sav-ior’s bless -ing.

Text: Michael Schirmer, 160673, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, st. 1, 3, alt.; The Lutheran Hymnal,
St. Louis, 1941, st. 2, alt.
Tune: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET (887 887 22 44 48) Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608, alt.
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STAND

M: The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways |
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.warthurgproject.org

Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved.
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OH, TASTE AND SEE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.
The minister says the Prayer of the Day.
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C: A - men.
BE SEATED

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

page 5



THE WORD

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me. He brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and
set me down in the middle of a valley, which was full of bones. *He had me pass
through them and go all over among them. There were very many on the valley floor,
and they were very dry. *He said to me, “Son of man, can these dry bones live?” | an-
swered, “LORD God, you know.” *
to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.”” >This is what the LORD God says to
these bones. | am about to make breath enter you so that you will live. ®l will attach

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say

tendons to you. | will put flesh back on you. | will cover you with skin and put breath in
you, and you will live. Then you will know that | am the LoRD. "So | prophesied as | had
been commanded, and as | was prophesying there was a noise, a rattling, as the bones
came together, one bone connecting to another. ®As | watched, tendons were attached
to them, then flesh grew over them, and skin covered them. But there was no breath in
them. “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, son of man, and say to
the wind that this is what the LORD God says. From the four winds, come, O wind, and

7 1050 | prophesied as he commanded

breathe into these slain so that they may live.
me. Breath entered them, and they came back to life. They stood on their feet, a very,
very large army. "'Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. They are saying, ‘Our bones are dried up. Our hope is lost. We have been
completely cut off.” *Therefore, prophesy and say to them that this is what the LORD
God says. My people, | am going to open your graves and raise you up from your
graves and bring you back to the soil of Israel. *Then you will know that | am the LORD,
when | open your graves and raise you up from your graves, O my people. I will put
my Spirit in you, and you will live. | will settle you on your own land, and you will know

that |, the LORD, have spoken, and | have done it, declares the LORD.”
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PSALM OF THE DAY PSALM 51b
Refrain
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O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.

You do not delight in sacrifice, or | would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Refrain

Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me from your presence

or take your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Then | will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will turn back to you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a
sound like the rushing of a violent wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting. >They saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on
each one of them. 4They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, since the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak fluently. >Now there
were godly Jewish men from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. ®When this
sound was heard, a crowd came together and was confused, because each one heard
them speaking in his own language. "They were completely baffled and said to each
other, “Look, are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? ®Then how is it that
each of us hears them speaking in his own native language? %Parthians, Medes, and
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, and of Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
%phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes; 'Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring in our
own languages the wonderful works of God.” *They were all amazed and perplexed.
They kept saying to one another, “What does this mean?” B3But others mocked them

. - 14.
and said, “They are full of new wine.”

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his
voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: “Men of Judea, and all you residents of
Jerusalem, understand this, and listen closely to my words. °These men are not drunk,
as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day. *°On the contrary, this is what
was spoken by the prophet Joel: *"This is what God says will happen in the last days: |
will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your
young men will see visions. Your old men will dream dreams. '®Even on my servants,
both men and women, | will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.
| will show wonders in the sky above, and signs on the earth below, blood and fire
and a rising cloud of smoke. *The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. **And this will hap-
pen: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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VERSE OF THE DAY

Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people,
and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia.

(From the antiphon: Come, Holy Spirit)
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STAND

GOSPEL John 14:25-27

24| have told you these things while staying with you. *°But the Counselor, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you
of everything | told you. >’“Peace | leave with you. My peace | give to you. Not as the
world gives do | give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, and do not let it be
afraid.”

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!
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BE SEATED
HYMN OF THE DAY

176 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord
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praise, O Lord our God, be sung: Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!
Lord, with all our might con - fide. Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!
death to you, our Lord, as - cend. Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!

Text: German hymn, 15th century, st. 1; Martin Luther, 1483-1546, st. 2-3; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis, 1941, alt.
Tune: KomM, HEILIGER GEIST, HERRE GOTT (78 88 88 8 10 8) Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbiichlein, Erfurt, 1524.
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SERMON: Ezekiel 37:1-14
DRY AS A BONE

STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING LOPd O All GOOU ..o 483:3

Father, whose bounty all creation shows;
Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live;
Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows:

To you with grateful hearts ourselves we give.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Praise to you, Holy Spirit. We worship and glorify you as the Lord and the giver of

0

life. As you were present at the beginning of the world to shed life on all created
things, as you gave a new life of understanding to the disciples in your Pentecost
baptism of fire, so by the baptism of water with the Word, you have made the
light of faith shine in our hearts to know Jesus as our Lord.

In thanksgiving for your gifts to us, we confess:

| believe that | cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ,
my Lord, or come to him.

But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, en-
lightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

: Holy Spirit, all-seeing Counselor and fountain of all spiritual gifts, stand by us in

the weakness of our sinful flesh. Grant us a right understanding of the truths that
Jesus taught. Give us strength to endure with patience whatever afflictions God
may send into our lives. Help us, intercede for us, train us that we may pray to the
Father with boldness and confidence. Preserve us by the power of your Word in
our most holy faith as members of the Church, the body of Jesus, where there is
forgiveness for all.

In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.

: Holy Spirit, highest comfort in every need, in these gray and last days of the world,

strengthen our feeble hands, steady our weak knees, encourage our fearful
hearts. Remind us of your Word and promises: “Be strong; do not fear. Your Lord
will come again. He will come to save you.” And in your final, mighty, creative act,
O Holy Spirit, raise up our bodies so that we, together with all the saints, may lift
up our heads and with glorified eyes see our Savior drawing near.

On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and
all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. Amen.

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.
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LORD’S PRAYER

M/C:Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (T) give you peace.

) , _—
\J el | | - | | )

L | | | | | { i
A\NVJ | | -] |
a [#} | ~ [#}
C: A - men. A - men. A - men.
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CLOSING HYMN

185 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace
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Text: Bartholoméus Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851-1929, alt.
Tune: ES IST GEWISSLICH (87 87 887) Klug, Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1535.

The following service is reprinted from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under Onelicense.net A-716373.
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