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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 

to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word. 

 Prayer before worship  

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 

safely to this new day.  Defend us with your might power, and grant that this day 

we neither fall into sin, nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us 

to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
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Common Service Christian Worship — 15 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have  
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  
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BE SEATED 

M: Let us pray.   (Pastor says prayer of the day) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you.  



   page 6 

 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Acts 8:26-40 

26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south to the road 

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is an isolated area.) 
27

So he got 

up and went. And there was a man, an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Can-

dace, Queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasury. He had 

come to Jerusalem to worship. 
28

He was on his way home, sitting in his chariot 

and reading the prophet Isaiah.  
29

The Spirit told Philip, “Go over there and stay close to that chariot.” 
30

Philip 

ran up to it and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet.  

Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  
31

The man replied, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” And he 

invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  
32

Now the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading was this:  

He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  

and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,  

so he does not open his mouth.  
33

In his humiliation justice was denied him.  

Who will talk about his generation?  

For his life is taken from the earth.  

34
The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet talking about—

himself or someone else?” 
35

Then Philip began to speak. Starting with that very 

passage of Scripture, he told him the good news about Jesus. 
36

As they were 

traveling along the road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water. What is there to prevent me from being baptized?”  
38

He ordered the chariot to stop. Then both Philip and the eunuch went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
39

When they stepped up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. The eunuch did not see him 

anymore, but went on his way rejoicing.  
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 PSALM OF THE DAY  (8:00 AM)  PSALM 67   

May God be gracious to us and bless us 

and make his face shine upon us; 
 

may your ways be known on earth, 

your salvation among all nations. 
 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for you rule the peoples justly 

and guide the nations of the earth. 

 

Refrain 

 

Then the land will yield its harvest, 

and God, our God, will bless us. 
 

God will bless us, 

and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  1 John 3:18-24 

18
Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in 

action and truth.  

19
This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts 

at rest in his presence: 
20

If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our 

hearts, and he knows everything. 
21

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn 

us, we have confidence before God. 
22

We also receive from him whatever we 

ask, because we keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. 
23

This 

then is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and 

that we love one another just as he commanded us. 
24

The one who keeps his 

commands remains in God and God in him. This is how we know that he re-

mains in us: We know it from the Spirit, whom he has given to us.  

 VERSE OF THE DAY 

     Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the 

truth, and the life, says the Lord. Alleluia. (John 14:6)  

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org 

Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights  

reserved.  

                   GOSPEL       JOHN 15:1-8 
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M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
2
Every branch in me that does 

not bear fruit, he is going to cut off. And he prunes every branch that does bear 

fruit, so that it will bear more fruit.  

3
“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 

4
Remain 

in me, and I am going to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it 

must remain in the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

5
“I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in 

him is the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 
6
If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers. 

Such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
7
If you remain in 

me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you. 
8
My Father is glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and 

prove to be my disciples.  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.   
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

M/C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

SERMON: 1 JOHN 3: 18-24  - WE KNOW!  (8:00 AM) 

CONFIRMATION EXAMINATION:  (10:00 AM) 

OFFERING  

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and  
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
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