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June 20, 2021 

Pentecost 4 

The Lord Grows His Kingdom. 
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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 

to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word. 

 Prayer before worship  

Grant us, O Lord, to live this day in gladness and peace, without stumbling and 

without stain, that reaching the evening victorious over all temptation, we may 

praise you, the eternal God, for you govern all things and are praised now and 

forever.  Amen. 

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

Office:  608-486-2754 
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Service of Word and Sacrament Christian Worship — 26 
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STAND 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and  
penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to  
forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have  
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen  

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

  

  

  

  

The following service is reprinted from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  
All rights reserved.   Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-716373. 
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The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org 

Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights  

reserved. 

M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for 
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our  
prayer, O Christ. 

M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 
your tender care: 

 

 

 

M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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O LORD, OUR LORD 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 17:22-24  

22
This is what the LORD God says. I myself will take part of the tip of the cedar 

and plant it. From the topmost of its shoots I will pluck off a tender sprig, and I 

myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 
23

On the high mountain of 

Israel I will plant it. It will produce branches, bear fruit, and become a magnifi-

cent cedar. Flying birds of every kind will live under it. In the shelter of its 

branches they will nest. 
24

Then all the trees in the countryside will know that I, 

the LORD, bring down the high tree and raise up the low tree, that I make the 

green tree dry up, and I make the dried-up tree blossom. I, the LORD, have spo-

ken, and I will carry it out.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

BE SEATED 
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 PSALM OF THE DAY   PSALM 92 

How great are your works, O LORD,* 

 how profound your thoughts! 
 
The senseless man does not know,* 
 fools do not understand, 
 
that though the wicked spring up like grass* 
 and all evildoers flourish, 
 
they will be forever destroyed.* 

 But you, O LORD, are exalted forever.  

 
Refrain 

 
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,* 
 they will flourish in the courts of our God. 
 
They will still bear fruit in old age,* 
 they will stay fresh and green, 
 
proclaiming, “The LORD is upright;* 
 he is my rock, and there is no wickedness in him.” 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permis-
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SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 5:1-10  

Now we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, an eternal home in heaven, which is not made by human 

hands. 
2
In fact, the reason we groan is that we long to be clothed with our 

dwelling from heaven. 
3
If we do indeed put it on, we will certainly not be found 

naked. 
4
To be sure, while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, be-

cause we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, so that what is mortal 

may be swallowed up by life. 
5
Now the one who prepared us for this very pur-

pose is God, who gave us the Spirit as the down payment.  
6
Therefore we are always confident and know that while we are at home in the 

body, we are away from the Lord, 
7
for we walk by faith, not by sight. 

8
But we are 

confident and would much prefer to be away from the body and at home with 

the Lord. 
9
And for this reason we make it our goal to please him, whether we are 

at home or away. 
10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

so that each one may receive what is due for what he did while in the body, 

whether good or bad.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  

Alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness; may your saints sing for joy. 
Alleluia. (Psalm 132:9)  
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GOSPEL    Mark 4:26-34 

26
He said, “The kingdom of God is like this: A man scatters seed on the 

ground, 
27

and while he sleeps and rises, night and day, the seed sprouts and 

grows, though he does not know how. 
28

The ground produces fruit on its own: 

first the blade, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 
29

When the crop is 

ready, he swings the sickle without delay, because the harvest has come.”  
30

Then he said, “To what should we compare the kingdom of God? Or with 

what parable may we picture it? 
31

It is like a mustard seed, which when sown on 

the ground is one of the smallest of all the seeds planted in the ground. 
32

Yet 

when it is planted, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants 

and puts out large branches so that the birds of the sky can nest under its 

shade.”  
 33

With many similar parables he continued to speak the word to them, as 

much as they were able to hear. 
34

He did not speak to them without a parable. 

But when he was alone with his disciples, he explained everything to them.  
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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BE SEATED 

SERMON:  2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

FAITH PUTS EVERYTHING INTO PERSPECTIVE 

I. We are prepared 

II.  We are confident 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-
ten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from  heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the  Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is wor-
shiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen.    

OFFERING  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we re-
ceive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise 
and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which 
you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, 
you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole 
Christian Church on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another. 

 
M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, 

lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are peri-
lous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open 
our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to 
share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the 
school, the government, and all good institutions that you have established for 
the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and 
bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
 
M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 

overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
M: The Lord be with you.  

M: Lift up your hearts.  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 
and to strengthen us when we are weak.  Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits 
on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever 
and ever. 
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HOLY, HOLY , HOLY                           

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my () body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my () blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church    page 16 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Agnus Dei  

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION  

Thank you for Respecting our Communion Practice.  The Bible teaches that partaking of 
the body and blood of Christ is a special assurance of forgiveness to penitent believers in 
Christ. It is also an expression of our oneness in the doctrines we teach and believe. Christ 
wants us to administer this blessed sacrament responsibly. We 
would ask that if you are not a communicant member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran and desire the sacrament, please kindly speak 
with the pastor before the service.  
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THANKSGIVING 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may 
long for his  coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood 
the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
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M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 


