
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD-PLEASING OBEDIENCE BEGINS IN THE HEART 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

September 5, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

TODAY'S WORSHIP THEME 

There’s obedience and there’s God-pleasing obedience.  God’s people can often obey his 

commandments well on the outside.  We can honor him with our lips just fine.  But what about 

with our hearts?  God doesn’t want us to simply go through the motions of obedience.  God 

wants our hearts to be renewed, refreshed, and refocused with joy in Christ. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service for parents with children to utilize during the 

service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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THE COMMON SERVICE 
The Common Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  As with all of our liturgies, its 

purpose is to focus us on the good news of forgiveness and to build us up in Christ. 

OPENING HYMN Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways | 462 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
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ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing 

mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that 

leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

1So now, Israel, listen to the statutes and the ordinances that I am teaching you, 

and carry them out so that you may live and so that you may enter the land that 

the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving to you and take possession of it.  

2Do not add to the word that I am commanding you, and do not subtract from 

it, so that you keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I am 

commanding you.  

6Keep them and put them into practice, because in this way your wisdom and 

your understanding will be recognized by all the people who hear about all these 

statutes; and they will say, “This great nation is certainly a wise and understanding 

people,” 7because what other great nation is there that has a god as close to it as 

the Lord our God is to us whenever we call on him? 8What other great nation is 

there that has statutes and ordinances as righteous as this entire law that I am 

presenting to you today?  

9But guard yourselves and guard your whole being diligently, so that you do 

not forget the things that your eyes have seen and so that those things do not 

disappear from your heart all the rest of the days of your life. Make them known to 

your children and to your children’s children.  

HYMN Take My Life and Let It Be | 469 (1-3) 
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SECOND LESSON  1 John 3:18-24 

18Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in 

action and truth.  

19This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at 

rest in his presence: 20If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and 

he knows everything. 21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God. 22We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we 

keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. 23This then is his 

command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and that we love 

one another just as he commanded us. 24The one who keeps his commands 

remains in God and God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We 

know it from the Spirit, whom he has given to us.   

please stand 

GOSPEL  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

1The Pharisees and some of the experts in the law came from Jerusalem and 

gathered around Jesus. 2They saw some of his disciples eating bread with unclean 

(that is, unwashed) hands. 3In fact, the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless 

they scrub their hands with a fist, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4When they 

come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many 

other traditions they adhere to, such as the washing of cups, pitchers, kettles, and 

dining couches. 5The Pharisees and the experts in the law asked Jesus, “Why do 

your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders? Instead they eat 

bread with unclean hands.”  

6He answered them, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 

hypocrites. As it is written:  

continued… 
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These people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.  
7They worship me in vain, teaching human rules as if they were doctrines.  

8“You abandon God’s commandment but hold to human tradition like the 

washing of pitchers and cups, and you do many other such things.”  

14He called the crowd to him again and said, “Everyone, listen to me and 

understand.  

15There is nothing outside of a man that can make him unclean by going into 

him. But the things that come out of a man are what make a man unclean.  

21In fact, from within, out of people’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual sins, 

theft, murder, 22adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, unrestrained immorality, envy, 

slander, arrogance, and foolishness. 23All these evil things proceed from within and 

make a person unclean.”   

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 

God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 

and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  O God, My Faithful God | 459 

SERMON 1 John 3:18-24 

How Do We Persuade Our Hearts? Remember… 

please stand 

CREATE IN ME 
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be seated 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Almighty God, we praise you for the change you bring to our hearts through the 

gospel of your Son, our Savior, Jesus.  Forgive us for the times when our hearts are 

not filled with fervent and joyful obedience.  Continue to renew and refresh our 

hearts with your forgiveness, and strengthen us to follow your commands not just 

without but also within.  We pray this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

please stand 



11 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness 

to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there 

he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

continued… 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Take and Eat | 741 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide | 541 
as needed 

please stand 

Thanksgiving 

SONG OF SIMEON 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 

one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  Take My Life and Let It Be | 469 (5,6) 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

START OF MIDWEEK STUDIES AND CLASSES PUSHED BACK ONE WEEK   

Due to Pastor Groth’s illness, we’re going to push back the start of our midweek Bible studies to 

the following week.  So the World Religions study will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 14, and 

Wednesday, Sept. 15.  The start of Public School Confirmation Class will also be pushed back one 

week and will now begin on Wednesday, Sept. 15. 

CHOIR PRACTICE   

The first choir practice of the year will be Thursday, September 16.   

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION CLASS   

Is your child in 7th or 8th grade in the public school?  Please contact Pastor Groth at 

pastor@stpaulsbangor.com with your child’s name and contact info.  Public school confirmation 

class will begin on September 15 at 3:30 pm in the church basement.  There will also be a signup 

sheet in the church lobby. 

PLEASE REGISTER FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Have you registered for Sunday School yet?  If not, please do so using the link 

in the QR code to the right (You can also find the form via our website under 

the “Church” tab).  We’ll be transitioning to a new Sunday School course called 

Enduring Faith Bible Curriculum that focuses not just on teaching Bible 

stories but also on making each lesson apply to the student's life outside of the 

classroom. The adult Bible studies on Sunday mornings between services will coordinate with the 

same curriculum and portion of Scripture, so everyone in the family will be studying and applying 

the same truths each week. 

GRIEF SUPPORT  September 7  |  7:00 pm 

The next get-together at St. John's in Barre Mills will be Tuesday, September 7, at 7:00 p.m.  If you 

or someone you know is grieving, please come for comfort from God's Word and for 

encouragement from fellow believers in Jesus.  Our topic for discussion will be, “What to expect 

from people as we grieve.” 
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BARRE PATCH CHRISTIAN CHILD CARE "HELP NEEDED"   

The Barre Patch is the early childhood ministry of St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills.  Currently 

about 40 children are enrolled in the childcare facility.  Its purpose is to reach out with the gospel 

to the families of the area, to teach the children God's Word, and to meet the physical and 

emotional needs of the children with Christian childcare.  If you love spending time with children, 

caring for them, and teaching them about Jesus, then a teacher position at the Barre Patch 

Christian Childcare may be for you.  Positions are available, both full-time and part-time.  Please 

contact the Barre Patch at 786-0460 or the church at 786-1742. 

MISSION OFFERINGS   

To help support our WELS mission work for Central Africa Medical Missions, there are two jars for 

free will offerings, one in the church entryway and the other in the church basement. 

BAKE SALE FOR NEW KIDS’ CORNER  September 19  |  9:00 am 

On Sunday, September 19, St. Paul’s will be running a bake sale in between services. All proceeds 

will go to incorporating a “Kids’ Corner” in the church basement (the basement 

storage/coatroom). If you would like to donate any bake sale goodies for this event please 

contact Tess Zebell via call or text at 608-487-4661. 

MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE   October 23 

The 6th Annual Men of His Word Conference will be held at the Mayo Civic Center in Downtown 

Rochester MN on Saturday, October 23rd.  The theme for this year is God’s Vision for Your Future.  

Please go online at www.menofhisword.org to register and get details about schedule, breakout 

sessions, keynote speaker, cost, etc. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2021 Weekly Budget: $9,855.43         Budget to Date: $335,084.62 

Received 8/29 & 8/30: $6,639.70       Rec’d to Date: $270,070.61 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 114     10:00 am: 64     Total: 178 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 17 

Monday: 27   
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:00 am Fellowship Hour 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

MONDAY    Labor Day 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am  Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

NEXT TUESDAY 7:00 pm (First) World Religions Bible Study 

NEXT WEDNESDAY 9:00 am World Religions Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 3:30 pm (First) Public School Catechism Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Paul Stuebs 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 
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