
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE’RE WILLING TO SUFFER FOR CHRIST 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

September 19, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

TODAY'S WORSHIP THEME 

Sometimes we can forget what being a Christian doesn’t mean we’ll always be happy, beloved by 

everyone, and seen as the light of the world and salt of the earth.  Instead, just like our Savior, the 

world will make us suffer.  But that’s OK because we know what Jesus’ suffering did for our eternal 

well-being, and we know our suffering due to his name is proof of our connection to him. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service for parents with children to utilize during the 

service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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DIVINE SERVICE II 
Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that serves to praise God for his glory 

and highlight the celebration of Holy Communion. 

OPENING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past | 441 (1-3, 6) 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.  

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen.  

GLORY BE TO GOD   

1. All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 

2. You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen. 
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The Word 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us 

that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful 

work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

be seated  

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 38:1-13 

1Shephatiah son of Mattah, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehucal son of Shelemiah, 

and Pashhur son of Malkijah heard what Jeremiah had told the people when he 

said, 2“This is what the Lord says. Whoever remains in this city will die by sword, 

famine, and plague, but whoever goes over to the Chaldeans will live. He will 

escape with his life, and he will live. 3This is what the Lord says. This city will surely 

be handed over to the army of the king of Babylon, and he will capture it.”  

4Then the officials said to the king, “This man should be put to death because 

he is demoralizing the soldiers who are left in the city. He is demoralizing all the 

people by saying these things to them. This man is not seeking the welfare of the 

people. He wants to hurt them.”  

5King Zedekiah answered, “Very well. He is in your hands. The king cannot do 

anything to stop you.”  

6So they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s 

son, which was in the courtyard of the guard. They let Jeremiah down by ropes. 

continued… 
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There was no water in the cistern, but only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the 

mud.  
7Ebed Melek the Cushite, an official in the king’s house, heard that they had put 

Jeremiah in the cistern. While the king was sitting in the Benjamin Gate, 8Ebed 

Melek left the palace and said to the king, 9“My lord the king, everything that these 

men have done to Jeremiah the prophet is evil. They have thrown him into a 

cistern, where he is likely to die because of the famine, for there is no more bread 

in the city.”  

10Then the king gave orders to Ebed Melek the Cushite: “Take thirty men from 

here under your command and lift Jeremiah the prophet up out of the cistern 

before he dies.”  

11So Ebed Melek took command of the men and entered a room under the 

treasury in the palace. He took some old rags and worn-out clothing from there, 

and he lowered them with ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. 12Ebed Melek the 

Cushite said to Jeremiah, “Put these rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to 

pad the ropes.” After Jeremiah did that, 13they lifted him up with the ropes and 

pulled him out of the cistern. After this Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the 

guard.   

SECOND LESSON  1 Peter 4:12-19 

12Dear friends, do not be surprised by the fiery trial that is happening among 

you to test you, as if something strange were happening to you. 13Instead rejoice 

whenever you are sharing in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may rejoice and be 

glad when his glory is revealed.  

14If you are insulted in connection with the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15Make sure that none of you 

suffers as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or as a meddler. 16But if you suffer for 

being a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God in connection with this name. 
17For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God. Now if 

it begins with us, what will be the end for those who disobey the gospel of God? 
18And if it is hard for the righteous to be saved, where will the ungodly sinner end 

up? 19So let those who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to 

their faithful Creator while doing what is good.  
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VERSE OF THE DAY  Romans 15:4 

Alleluia.  Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 

through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  

Alleluia. 

 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Mark 8:27-35 

27Jesus went away with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  

28They told him, “John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others say one of 

the prophets.”  

29“But who do you say I am?” he asked them.  

Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.”  

30Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him.  

continued… 
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31Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things; be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the experts in the law; be killed; and 

after three days rise again. 32He was speaking plainly to them. Then Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him. 33But after turning around and looking at his 

disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! You do not have 

your mind set on the things of God, but the things of men.”  

34He called the crowd and his disciples together and said to them, “If anyone 

wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 35For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it. But whoever loses his life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  

be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken | 465 

SERMON 1 Peter 4:12-19 

When Testing Comes… 

…don’t be ___________________________. 

…_____________________. 

…you’re _____________________. 

…remember who is __________________. 

…__________________ your ________________________. 
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please stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 
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OFFERING 

 “Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 

and steal. But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-

21). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

please stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness 

to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom 

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore 

with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 

their glorious song: 



 11  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

1. O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 

2. Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

C: By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

M: Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke | 453 

 Jesus Call Us O’er the Tumult | 463 
 as needed 

 

SONG OF SIMEON

1. O Lord, now let your servant 

Depart in peace, assured: 

For I have seen your promised 

Incarnate, saving Word— 

A Light that will enlighten 

All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

The brilliant, crowning glory 

Of those in Israel! 

2. All glory to the Father, 

All glory to the Son, 

All glory to the Spirit, 

Forever three in one; 

For as in the beginning, 

Is now, shall ever be, 

God’s triune name resounding 

Through all eternity. 
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PRAYER 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed 

our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to 

live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN  Children of the Heavenly Father | 449 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BIBLE STUDIES CONTINUE   

Sunday School (9:10 am, school):  Genesis 2 

Sunday Adult Bible Study (9:15 am, sanctuary):  Genesis 2 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues., 7pm; Wed. 9am):  Right Questions, Wrong Answers: World Religions 

BAKE SALE FOR NEW KIDS’ CORNER  Today!  |  9:00 am 

Today St. Paul’s will be running a bake sale in between services. All proceeds will go to 

incorporating a “Kids’ Corner” in the church basement (the basement storage/coatroom). Come 

purchase some baked goodies! 

NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY  Monday, September 20 

There will be no school on Monday, September 20, due to the water being shut off for the local 

road construction.  Classes will resume at the regular time on Tuesday, September 21. 

GOT A 5TH OR 6TH GRADER?   

If you have a child in 5th or 6th grade in public school, please contact Pastor Groth.  We would like 

to have a pre-confirmation class for 5th and 6th graders at the same time as public school 

confirmation class on Wednesdays (3:30 pm).   

BARRE PATCH CHRISTIAN CHILD CARE “HELP NEEDED”   

The Barre Patch is the early childhood ministry of St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills.  Currently 

about 40 children are enrolled in the childcare facility.  Its purpose is to reach out with the gospel 

to the families of the area, to teach the children God's Word, and to meet the physical and 

emotional needs of the children with Christian childcare.  If you love spending time with children, 

caring for them, and teaching them about Jesus, then a teacher position at the Barre Patch 

Christian Childcare may be for you.  Positions are available, both full-time and part-time.  Please 

contact the Barre Patch at 786-0460 or the church at 786-1742. 
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NEWBORN IN 2021?   

If the Lord has blessed you with a newborn child in this 2021 calendar year, please email our 

church secretary at churchoffice@stpaulsbangor.com.  Please share the full name and date of 

birth of your child in the email.  This is in preparation of a gift from the congregation.  Thanks! 

SCRAP AND CRAFT   October 16 

The Fall Scrap and Craft Fundraiser is Saturday, October 16, from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm, at Mt 

Calvary School in La Crosse.  There are registration forms in the narthex and ready for you to mail 

in with your payment.  You will also find copies of the food menu. 

MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE   October 23 

The 6th Annual Men of His Word Conference will be held at the Mayo Civic Center in Downtown 

Rochester MN on Saturday, October 23rd.  The theme for this year is God’s Vision for Your Future.  

Please go online at www.menofhisword.org to register and get details about schedule, breakout 

sessions, keynote speaker, cost, etc.    

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2021 Weekly Budget: $9,855.43       Budget to Date: $354,795.48 

Received 9/12: $7,810.13                 Rec’d to Date: $283,442.37 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 116     10:00 am: 83     Total: 199 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 17 

Sunday Bible Study: 20 

Sunday School: 5 

Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 32  
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:00 am Bake Sale  

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm World Religions Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am World Religions Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 3:30 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 7:00 pm School Accreditation Meeting 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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