
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAND STRONG AND PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 
First Sunday of End Time: Reformation Sunday 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

October 31, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

TODAY'S WORSHIP THEME 

The three truths of the Reformation ring out today: Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone!  

While this world might try to stop us, and while it might bring pain and suffering and even death, 

we stand strong in our God’s mighty Word and proclaim the pure gospel to all in the world. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

OPENING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | 201 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 

temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your 
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saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Daniel 3:16-28 

16Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, “We have 

no need to answer you about this matter. 17Since our God, whom we serve, does 

exist, he is able to save us from the blazing fiery furnace. So, he may save us from 

your hand, Your Majesty. 18But if he does not, you should know, Your Majesty, that 

we will not serve your gods, and we will not worship the golden statue that you set 

up.”  

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression on his face 

changed against Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego. He said to heat the furnace 

seven times hotter than it was usually heated. 20He ordered some men, who were 

soldiers from his army, to bind Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego in order to throw 

them into the blazing fiery furnace. 21So these men were bound in their coats, their 

pants, their turbans, and their other clothing, and they were thrown into the middle 

of the blazing fiery furnace. 22Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace 

was extremely hot, those men who carried Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego were 

killed by the intense heat of the fire. 23But these three men, Shadrak, Meshak, and 

Abednego, who had been tied up, fell into the blazing fiery furnace.  

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was startled and immediately stood up. He said to 

his advisors, “Didn’t we throw three men, who had been tied up, into the middle of 

the fire?”  

They answered the king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”  

continued… 
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25He said, “Look! I see four men, who are untied and walking around in the 

middle of the fire, unharmed. What is more, the appearance of the fourth is like a 

son of the gods.”  

26Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the door of the blazing fiery furnace. He 

said, “Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!” 

Then Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego came out from the middle of the furnace. 
27The satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the royal advisors gathered together 

and looked at these men. The fire had no power over their bodies. Not a hair on 

their head was singed, their robes were not damaged, and the smell of fire had not 

stuck to them.  

28Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrak, Meshak, and 

Abednego, who sent his angel and saved his servants, who trusted in God and 

ignored the king’s command. They gave up their bodies and did not pay homage 

or worship any god except their God.  

CHOIR How Firm a Foundation 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said 

You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled? 

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.” 

“The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose  

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes.  

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,  

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!” 

“Even down to old age my people shall prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love, 

And when hoary hair shall their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they shall still in my bosom be born.” 
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SECOND LESSON  Revelation 14:6, 7 

6Then I saw another angel flying in the middle of the sky. He had the 

everlasting gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth, to every nation, tribe, 

language, and people. 7He said with a loud voice:  

“Fear God and give him glory,  

because the hour of his judgment has come.  

Worship him who made the sky, the earth, the sea, and the springs of water.” 

VERSE OF THE DAY  John 8:31, 32 

Alleluia.  If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will make you free.  Alleluia. 
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please stand 

GOSPEL  Mark 13:5-11 

5Jesus began by telling them, “Be careful that no one deceives you. 6Many will 

come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.  

7“Whenever you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be troubled. Such 

things must happen, but the end is not yet. 8In fact, nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places. There 

will be famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 9But be on your guard! 

People will hand you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues. You 

will stand in the presence of rulers and kings for my sake as a witness to them. 
10And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations. 11Whenever they arrest 

you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand what you should say. Say 

whatever is given to you in that hour, because you will not be the ones speaking; 

instead it will be the Holy Spirit.” 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word | 204 

SERMON Daniel 3:16-28 

___________________ __________________ ___________________ on God 

 

 



9 

please stand 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

Thanksgiving   

OFFERING 

"I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I 

have freely offered all these things. Now with joy I see your people, who are present here to bring the offering 

freely to you" (1 Chronicles 29:17). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your 

ongoing work of reformation in your Church. 

C: Lord, to you alone be glory. 

M: God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as our 

substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair. 

C: For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory. 

M: By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful gospel 

rescued us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and living God. 

C: For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory. 

M: By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees of the inspired 

Scriptures, through which you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. By 

the Scriptures you overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your teachings 

and restored to your church the message of salvation by grace alone. 

C: For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory. 

M: In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like sheep 

living among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from false 

teachers who twist your Word to satisfy the latest longing. 

C: For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

M: Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We lack 

only the zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible study. 

C: For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

M: As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to your Church, we 

also celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word and sacrament. 

C: For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord. 

M: We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have 

passed down to us your Word of Truth. 
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C: For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored to your Church 

through the Reformation, we now commit ourselves to your care.  

C: Be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon, O Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  If God Had Not Been on Our Side | 202 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word | 203 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAITH ENCOURAGING (BIBLE STUDY) CONTINUES   

Sunday School and Bible Study:  God delivers his people. 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues., 7pm; Wed. 9am):  Right Questions, Wrong Answers: World Religions 

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY FOR MR. BAKKEN    

Dear friends in Christ, we invite you to join us in a worship service on Sunday, Nov. 14, at 10:00 

am, as we mark Mr. Richard Bakken’s retirement from the public ministry due to health concerns.  

We will gather together to thank the Lord of the Church for blessing and allowing Mr. Bakken to 

begin his 45 years of service. There will be a reception and meal in the school gym following the 

worship service. Those wishing to bring greetings, recall memories, or any other special words 

may do so.  A card box will be available or greetings may be emailed to Dick at 

rebakkenjr@gmail.com.  If you have questions, you are welcome to contact Pastor Groth by 

calling 608-486-2754 or emailing him at pastor@stpaulsbangor.com.  

CALLS EXTENDED FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR 

In light of Mr. Bakken’s early retirement, St. Paul’s council has decided to extend calls to St. Paul’s 

members and former WELS teachers Mary Ann Larson and Teresa Richmond to split teaching 

duties in grades 7-8 for the rest of this school year.  To honor their retirements, however, the 

council has also decided to extend a call to Mr. Michael Raabe to serve as 7-8 grade teacher for 

the rest of this school year.  If Mr. Raabe is led to accept the call, his call would replace the other 

calls and Mary Ann and Teresa would be return to enjoying their retirements.  Please pray for all 

three faithful servants of the Lord as they work for the good of the kingdom and glory of Christ. 

PRINCIPAL CALL EXTENDED TO MR. RYAN RANDALL   

St. Paul’s has extended a divine call to Mr. Ryan Randall to serve as principal and 7-8 grade 

teacher beginning in the 2022-2023 school year.  Mr. Randall currently serves as principal and 

teacher at Salem Lutheran School in Greenfield, MN.  Please keep him and his family in your 

prayers as he deliberates where he can best use his God-given gifts to Christ’s glory.  If you’d like 

to contact Mr. Randall and discuss our ministry with him, you can do so at 414-350-6736 or email 

him at ryan.lee.randall@gmail.com. 
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EVANGELISM WORKSHOPS COMING SOON  Begins November 16/17 

Beginning November 16 & 17, we’ll be holding evangelism studies during our midweek Bible 

study time.  The first workshop is a study entitled One by One.  One by One is a Bible study based 

on Pastor David Rosenau’s keynote presentation at the WELS National Conference on Lutheran 

Leadership in January of 2020. Using powerful personal stories and drawing from his wealth of 

experience both as a detective and a parish pastor, Pastor Rosenau helps Christians understand 

why it is so important to see every soul as a treasure and why we want to be willing to spend the 

time and effort necessary to share the gospel with each one. 

WAYS TO SUPPORT AFGHAN REFUGEE ASSISTANCE   

No doubt you have heard about the refugees who have been brought into our country after 20 

years of war in Afghanistan. Many of them have come with only the clothes on their backs. 

Imagine the stress of being suddenly removed from the only home you have ever known and 

entering a country whose language and culture are utterly foreign to you. WELS members who 

are interested in helping Afghan refugees in the United States have several ways to be of 

assistance. If you want to donate toward their needs (food, clothing, shelter, vocational training, 

language training, etc.), please designate a gift to the general fund of WELS Christian Aid and 

Relief. You can donate by going to wels.net/CARgift or by sending a check to N16W23377 Stone 

Ridge Drive, Waukesha, WI 53188. If you want more information about sponsoring a family, 

contact your local resettlement agency. 

DIORAMA LIVE NATIVITY HELP   

The Live Nativity event is planned, and preparation is already underway.  Setup dates are Nov. 6, 

Nov. 13, and Nov. 20.  St. Paul’s will be participating in the Live Nativity on December 18 and 19 

(the final two days).  If you’re interested in participating or able to help, please contact Karen 

Bauer or George Italiano at 608-317-0271. 

AREA REFORMATION WORSHIP SERVICE  October 31 

The La Crosse Area Reformation Rally will be held in the chapel at Luther High School TODAY, 

October 31, at 2:00 pm.  A fellowship hour will follow the service.   

BUY SOME FRUIT!   

Josh Stratman will be selling fruit as part of a fundraiser for Luther High the next few Sundays.  

Make sure to find Josh in the church basement in between services to get some fruit! 
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OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2021 Weekly Budget: $9,855.43      Budget to Date: $413,928.06 

Received 10/24: $6,885.41              Rec’d to Date: $326,699.80 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 93   10:00 am: 62   Total: 155 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 24 

Sunday Bible Study: 36 

Sunday School: 11 

Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 21 

 

CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:15 am Voters’ Meeting 

 2:00 pm Area Reformation Worship @ Luther High 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 5:00 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY   DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 

 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


