
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE CLING TO THE “NOT GUILTY” VERDICT IN JESUS 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

November 7, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

TODAY'S WORSHIP THEME 

As we live and wait for the Last Day to come, we may struggle with doubts and fears regarding 

the judgment of all people.  Will Jesus actually come to judge as promised?  Will I be judged as 

worthy of living with God forever?  As Christians, we cling to the justification (the “not guilty” 

verdict) we receive only through faith in Christ’s life and death. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
Service of Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the 

gospel in the Scripture readings as well as in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

OPENING HYMN Just As I Am, without One Plea | 397 (1,2,5,6) 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION incorporating hymn 372, I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

(short intro, then sing) ♫ 

I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 

White in his blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

 (speak) 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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ABSOLUTION 

(sing, no intro) ♫ 

I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine. 

His right hand me embraces; I in his arms recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

(sing, no intro) ♫ 

I long to be like Jesus: Meek, loving, lowly, mild; 

I long to be like Jesus, The Father’s holy child. 

I long to be with Jesus Amid the heav’nly throng 

To sing with saints his praises, To learn the angels’ song. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, 

O Christ.  
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M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care:  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 

that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day 

of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and present 

us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. God, 

now and forever. 

 

be seated  
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Malachi 4:1-3 

1Look! The day is coming, burning like a blast furnace. All the arrogant and 

every evildoer will be stubble. The day that is coming will set them on fire, says the 

LORD of Armies, a day that will not leave behind a root or branch for them. 2But for 

you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will rise, and there will be healing 

in its wings. You will go out and jump around like calves from the stall. 3You will 

trample the wicked. They will surely be ashes under the soles of your feet on the 

day when I take action, says the LORD of Armies.  

LADIES GROUP There Is a Higher Throne 

There is a higher throne than all this world has known, 

Where faithful ones from ev’ry tongue will one day come. 

Before the Son we’ll stand, made faultless through the Lamb; 

Believing hearts find promised grace; salvation comes. 

 

Hear heaven’s voices sing; their thund’rous anthem rings. 

Through em’rald courts and sapphire skies their praises rise. 

All glory, wisdom, pow’r, strength, thanks, and honor are 

to God our King who reigns on high forevermore. 

 

And there we’ll find our home, our life before the throne. 

We’ll honor him in perfect song where we belong. 

He’ll wipe each tear-stained eye as thirst and hunger die. 

The Lamb becomes our Shepherd-King; we’ll reign with him. 

 

Hear heaven’s voices sing; their thund’rous anthem rings. 

Through em’rald courts and sapphire skies their praises rise. 

All glory, wisdom, pow’r, strength, thanks, and honor are 

to God our King who reigns on high forevermore. 
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SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 9:24-28 

24For Christ did not enter a handmade sanctuary, a representation of the true 

sanctuary. Instead, he entered into heaven itself, now to appear before God on our 

behalf. 25And he did not enter to offer himself many times, as the high priest enters 

the Most Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own. 26Otherwise he 

would have needed to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now 

he has appeared once and for all, at the climax of the ages, in order to take away 

sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And, just as it is appointed for people to die only 

once and after this comes the judgment, 28so also Christ was offered only once to 

take away the sins of many, and he will appear a second time—without sin—to 

bring salvation to those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

VERSE OF THE DAY  Matthew 24:42 

Alleluia. Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 

Alleluia. 
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please stand 

GOSPEL  John 5:19-30 

19Jesus answered them directly, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: The Son can do 

nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing. Indeed, the Son does 

exactly what the Father does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him 

everything he is doing. And he will show him even greater works than these so that 

you will be amazed. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so 

also the Son gives life to those he wishes.  

22“In fact, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 
23so that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not 

honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24Amen, Amen, I tell you: 

Anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He is 

not going to come into judgment but has crossed over from death to life.  

25“Amen, Amen, I tell you: A time is coming and is here now when the dead will 

hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who listen will live. 26For just as the 

Father has life in himself, so also he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 
27And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 

Man.  

28“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 

graves will hear his voice 29and will come out. Those who have done good will rise 

to live, but those who have practiced evil will rise to be condemned. 30I can do 

nothing at all on my own. I judge only as I hear. And my judgment is just, for I do 

not seek my own will, but the will of him who sent me.  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me | 389 
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SERMON Malachi 4:1-3 

Will the Day Finally Come? 

please stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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be seated 

OFFERING 

 “Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Just test me in this, says the 

LORD of Armies. See whether I do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you, until 

there is more than enough” (Malachi 3:10). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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please stand 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness 

to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you.  

 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He protects and preserves his Church in every age and 

gives us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus with joy. Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 

of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks 

and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Salvation unto Us Has Come | 390 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us | 753 
as needed 
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please stand 

THANK THE LORD 
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PRAYER 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Chief of Sinners though I Be | 385 (1,3,5) 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAITH ENCOURAGING (BIBLE STUDY) CONTINUES   

Sunday School and Bible Study:  God guides and protects us. 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues., 7pm; Wed. 9am):  Right Questions, Wrong Answers: World Religions 

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY FOR MR. BAKKEN    

Dear friends in Christ, we invite you to join us in a worship service on Sunday, Nov. 14, at 10:00 

am, as we mark Mr. Richard Bakken’s retirement from the public ministry due to health concerns.  

We will gather together to thank the Lord of the Church for blessing and allowing Mr. Bakken to 

begin his 45 years of service. There will be a reception and meal in the school gym following the 

worship service. Those wishing to bring greetings, recall memories, or any other special words 

may do so.  A card box will be available or greetings may be emailed to Dick at 

rebakkenjr@gmail.com.  We would now like to ask St Paul's members to RSVP to Diane 

Arndt at 608-343-1282. Thank you! 

BUY SOME FRUIT!   

There will be a fruit sale in the church basement in between services. The fruit sale is the annual 

fundraiser for Luther’s music department. There will be a Luther music student in the basement to 

take orders between services through November 14 or people interested can contact Josh 

Stratman, Micah Gray, or Michael Lazzaretti. 

HOW CAN I SHARE MY FAITH?   

Beginning November 16 & 17, we’ll be holding evangelism studies during our midweek Bible 

study time.  The first workshop is a study entitled One by One.  One by One is a Bible study based 

on Pastor David Rosenau’s keynote presentation at the WELS National Conference on Lutheran 

Leadership in January of 2020. Using powerful personal stories and drawing from his wealth of 

experience both as a detective and a parish pastor, Pastor Rosenau helps Christians understand 

why it is so important to see every soul as a treasure and why we want to be willing to spend the 

time and effort necessary to share the gospel with each one. 
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TREE CUTTING   

Tree cutting for the Live Nativity will take place on Saturday, November 13, at 10:00 am, at 

Bowman Tree Farm (4169 Barrell Rd. Sparta). We need about 20 people to help cut down and 

transport trees from there to Riverside Park. Please indicate whether or not you can bring a 

chainsaw, truck, or trailer. Make sure to sign up so you can be notified of any changes. Call/text 

Maria @ 608-397-4810 with any questions or to sign up. You can also sign up at the event on our 

LIVE NATIVITY RIVERSIDE- DIORAMA Facebook page! Thank you so much for all your help! 

LIVE NATIVITY HELP   

The Live Nativity event is planned, and preparation is already underway.  Setup at Riverside Park is 

every Saturday until Thanksgiving from 9am-5pm. Rotary provides lunch. Many hands make light 

work! Please come for any amount of time you can spare. Come down any of the following 

Saturdays. (Nov. 13th, 20th) If needed we may have to do the Friday morning after Thanksgiving 

as well, since that is opening night. Please check the Live Nativity Riverside-Diorama Facebook 

page for any updates!  Questions? Call George Italiano 608-317-0271. 

CAMM MONTHLY LETTER   

You can find copies of November’s Central Africa Medical Mission letter in the narthex. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2021 Weekly Budget: $9,855.43       Budget to Date: $423,783.49 

Received 10/31: $5,683.31               Rec’d to Date: $332,383.11 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 105   10:00 am: 81   Total: 186 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 22 

Sunday Bible Study: 43 

Sunday School: 7 

Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 24   
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 5:00 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 7:00 pm Accreditation Meeting 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:30 am Celebration of Ministry Luncheon for Mr. Bakken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 
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WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


