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Thankful throughout the Year
Thanksgiving Eve
Charles Dickens said that we’re somewhat mixed up here in
America. Instead of having just one Thanksgiving Day each year,
we should have 364. He jokingly said, “Use that one day just for
complaining and griping. Use the other 364 days to thank God
each day for the many blessings he has showered upon you.”

OPENING HYMN OF THANKS

Every Day My Thanks to You

(sung by the choir)

Your beauty fills the sunrise, your glory lights the day.
Your hand is in the gentle rain that falls along the way.
When evening comes, your song of hope falls on our anxious ear,
and in the night your tender voice beckons us draw near.
I will live my thanks to you in joy and in pain,
With a heart of gratitude for each purpose you ordain.
For your presence in each circumstance, the glorious and the plain,
I will live my thanks to you, O God, ev’ryday my thanks to you.
You allow us disappointments, rejoice when we succeed.
Bless with times of plenty, and provide in times of need.
We fall and you forgive us, you seek us when we roam.
Your guidance weaves through all of life and points our way toward home.
I will live my thanks to you in joy and in pain,
With a heart of gratitude for each purpose you ordain.
For your presence in each circumstance, the glorious and the plain,
I will live my thanks to you, O God, ev’ryday my thanks to you.
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please stand

DIALOGUE FOR THANKSGIVING
M:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

C:

His mercy endures forever.

Psalm 118:1

We thank God for spiritual blessings.

M:

He forgives all your sins.

C:

and heals all your diseases.

M:

He redeems your life from the grave

C:

and crowns you with love and compassion.

M:

He does not treat us as our sins deserve,

C:

or repay us according to our iniquities.

M:

For as high as the heavens are above the earth

C:

so great is his love for those who fear him.

M:

as far as the east is from the west,

C:

so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

M:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,

C:

His love endures forever.

Psalm 103:3

Psalm 103:4

Psalm 103:10

Psalm 103:11

Psalm 103:12

Psalm 118:1

We thank God for earthly blessings.

M:

He cares for the land and waters it;

C:

He enriches it abundantly.

M:

He covers the sky with clouds;

C:

He supplies the earth with rain and makes grass grow on the hills.

Psalm 65:9
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Psalm 147:8

M:

The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys with grain;

C:

they shout for joy and sing.

M:

He provides food for the cattle,

C:

and for the young ravens when they call.

M:

He crowns the year with his bounty,

C:

and his carts overflow in abundance.

Psalm 65:13

Psalm 147:9

Psalm 65:11

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Almighty God, our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By
the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

be seated

ADVENT – THANKFUL FOR GOD’S GIFT OF HOPE
Luke 1:39-42, 46-47, 54-55
39

In those days Mary got up and hurried to the hill country, to a
town of Judah. 40She entered the home of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41Just
as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!”
46

Then Mary said, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47and my spirit
has rejoiced in God my Savior…54He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
remembering his mercy, 55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring
forever.”
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HYMN OF THANKS

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel | 23 (1,4)

CHRISTMAS – THANKFUL FOR GOD’S GIFT OF JOY
Luke 2:8-14
8

There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of
great joy, which will be for all people: 11Today in the town of David, a Savior was
born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: You will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13Suddenly, there was
with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”
HYMN OF THANKS

Joy to the World | 62 (1,2)

EPIPHANY – THANKFUL FOR GOD MAKING HIMSELF KNOWN
John 1:1-5, 14
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him everything
was made, and without him not one thing was made that has been made. 4In him
was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 5The light is shining in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
14

The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
HYMN OF THANKS

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise | 82 (1,3)
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LENT – THANKFUL FOR HAVING PEACE WITH GOD
Colossians 1:15-17, 19-22
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation, 16for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, things seen
and unseen, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities; all things have
been created through him and for him. 17He is before all things, and all things hold
together in him.
19

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to
reconcile all things to himself (whether things on earth or in heaven) by making
peace through the blood of his cross. 21At one time, you were alienated from God
and hostile in your thinking as expressed through your evil deeds. 22But now Christ
reconciled you in his body of flesh through death, in order to present you holy,
blameless, and faultless before him.
HYMN OF THANKS

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | 125 (1,2)

DEVOTION
Christ’s Blood is Worthy of Thanks Year Round
please stand

CONFESSION OF FAITH
The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and an Explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe that God made me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing
clothing and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children,
land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. God also
preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting
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me from all evil. All this God does only because he is my good and merciful
Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I
ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.
This is most certainly true.
be seated

THANK OFFERING

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | 125 (3,4)

The offering is brought forward as the congregation sings the hymn.

EASTER – THANKFUL FOR OUR NEW BIRTH
1 Peter 1:3-5
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
gave us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you. 5Through faith you are being protected by God’s power for the
salvation that is ready to be revealed at the end of time.
HYMN OF THANKS

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks | 154 (1,3,5)

PENTECOST – THANKFUL FOR GOD’S GIFT OF THE SPIRIT
Romans 8:9-13
9

But you are not in the sinful flesh but in the spirit, if indeed
God’s Spirit lives in you. And if someone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that
person does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead
because of sin, but your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit
of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ
continued…
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from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit, who is
dwelling in you.
12

So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with
it. 13For if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. But if by
the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live.
HYMN OF THANKS

Holy Spirit, Light Divine | 183 (1,3,5)

END TIME – THANKFUL FOR WHITE ROBES
Revelation 7:9-10, 14-17
9

After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in
front of the throne and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm
branches in their hands. 10They called out with a loud voice and said, “Salvation
comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb.”
14

And [one of the elders] said to me, “These are the ones who are coming out
of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. 15Because of this they are in front of the throne of God, and
they serve him day and night in his temple. He who sits on the throne will spread
his tent over them. 16They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again. The sun will
never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat, 17for the Lamb at the center of
the throne will be their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water. And
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
HYMN OF THANKS

Jerusalem the Golden | 214 (1,4)
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please stand

The Sacrament
M:

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks

C:

a participation in the blood of Christ?

M:

And is not the bread that we break

C:

a participation in the body of Christ?

M:

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body,

C:

for we all share the one loaf.

1 Corinthians 10:16-17

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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be seated

DISTRIBUTION
Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Now Thank We All Our God | 610
Come, You Thankful People, Come | 613
Praise to God, Immortal Praise | 612
as needed

please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:

Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. Thank you for the orderly
procession of day and night, for the mountains and the prairies, and for the roaring
sea.

C:

Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food
and drink.

M:

Thank you for our work and ability to serve and for the work and service of those
around us.

C:

Thank you for our brothers and sisters in Christ, for their encouragement and
praise, and for the joys of human friendships.
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M:

Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments,
for the forgiveness and grace he gives, and for listening to our prayers. Receive our
gifts and offerings as our sacrifice of praise.

C:

Lead us in thankful living today, this coming year, and always. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow | 334

SERVING IN WORSHIP
Presiding Minister
Accompanist

Pastor Brock Groth
Irene Bakken
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364 Days of Thanksgiving
A Devotional Journal
Northwestern Publishing House

Live a life of thankfulness to God every day! This unique
devotional—part book, part journal—will teach you what it
means to be overwhelmingly thankful. In addition to the 26
uplifting devotions, you’ll be encouraged to write down one
thing you are grateful for each day of the year. In doing so,
you will begin to recognize God’s blessings in your life and
can flip back to them whenever you need a reminder.

Look for it at online.nph.net.

