
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD WILL COME AND BRING JOY TO HIS PEOPLE 
Third Sunday in Advent 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

December 12, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Christ Jesus, thank you for bringing us peace and joy through your sacrifice on the cross.  Forgive 

us for losing sight of the deliverance you will bring us when you come back and what it means for 

our lives now.  Be with us as we drive out all sin from our lives and live a joyful life for you and for 

those around us.  We ask this in your gracious name.  Amen.   

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers 

respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

OPENING HYMN In Hopelessness and Near Despair | 738 (1,3,4) 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Zephaniah 3:14-17 

14Sing out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all 

your heart, you daughter of Jerusalem. 15The Lord has removed the judgment 

against you. He has turned back your enemy. Israel’s king, the Lord, is in your 

midst! You no longer need to fear disaster. 16In that day Jerusalem will be told, “Do 

not be afraid, O Zion. Do not give up. 17The Lord your God is with you as a hero 

who will save you. He takes great delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He 

will rejoice over you with singing.”  

HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers | 7 (1,3,4) 

SECOND LESSON  Philippians 4:4-7 

4Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  Psalm 118:24 

Alleluia.  This is the day the LORD has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Alleluia. 
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please stand 

GOSPEL  Luke 3:7-18 

7So John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You 

offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore 

produce fruits in keeping with repentance! Do not even think of saying to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to 

raise up children for Abraham from these stones. 9Even now the ax is ready to strike 

the root of the trees. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is going to be 

cut down and thrown into the fire.”  

10The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?”  

11He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with the person 

who has none, and whoever has food should do the same.”  

12Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what should we 

do?”  

13To them he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized to.”  

14Soldiers were also asking him, “And what should we do?”  

He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false accusation. 

Be satisfied with your wages.”  

15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 

John might be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But 

someone mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing shovel is 

in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather the 

wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  

18Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was preaching good 

news to the people.  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates | 4 

SERMON Philippians 4:4-7 

Joy in Jesus Replaces… 

please stand 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 
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Thanksgiving   

OFFERING 

"I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I 

have freely offered all these things. Now with joy I see your people, who are present here to bring the offering 

freely to you" (1 Chronicles 29:17). 

please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise 

to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  Through your 

prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of 

their Savior. 

C:  We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 

M:  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter 

our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C:  Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 

M:  You sent your Son to redeem us from sin.  Let this good news be our joy and 

strength.  Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines 

and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C:  Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M:  Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your 

Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C:  Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
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M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

be seated 

HYMN  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You | 19 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  The Advent of Our King | 1 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAITH FEEDING (BIBLE STUDY) CONTINUES   

Sunday School and Bible Study:  God gives all good gifts. 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues., 7pm; Wed. 9am):  Christmas Prophecies 

GIVING TREE   

There’s a tree set up in the narthex near the church entryway.  Feel free to grab something on 

there that you need or would enjoy.  Also feel free to add anything to the tree for someone else 

to enjoy!  Merry Christmas! 

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY   

It’s important for a congregation to have a pulse on the thoughts and desires of its members, and 

it’s important for members to be able to share their honest input and opinions about their 

congregation’s ministry.  To serve both of those purposes, a congregational survey has been 

prepared at the link below (hard copies are available for those who cannot use the link).  The 

survey is completely anonymous.  Your honest input will be invaluable to the leadership here at 

St. Paul’s as we move forward in gospel ministry for the sake of Christ’s name.  Each member may 

fill out the survey, but please only submit one survey response per person so we can get an 

accurate assessment of St. Paul’s ministry.  We’ll be collecting responses until the first of the year.  

Thank you for your input!   

Survey link (also in email):  https://forms.gle/rTzVyDZzpJvRBPRF8 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR   

Sylvia Horstman is the new contact for Fellowship Hour. Her phone number is 608-486-4246. 

We're in need of people to host for 2022, so please contact Sylvia or sign up in the church lobby if 

you'd like to help out. 

CAMM LETTER    

The Central Africa Medical Mission letter for December can be found on the bulletin board in the 

church lobby. 
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CHRISTMAS PROPHECIES   

This week, on December 14 & 15, we’ll have a one-week Bible study on the prophecies Jesus 

fulfilled at Christmas.  We’ll look at prophecies from Genesis, 2 Samuel, Micah, Isaiah, and 

Jeremiah.  We’ll see that Jesus was just the One to fulfill them all, and we’ll see the impact these 

fulfilled prophecies still have upon us on today.   

ST. PAUL’S @ THE LIVE NATIVITY 

The Live Nativity has begun, and St. Paul’s is scheduled to volunteer on Saturday, December 18, 

from 5:00-10:00 pm, and Sunday, December 19, from 5:00-9:00 pm.  Please visit the following URL 

to volunteer for a specific role: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aacac2ba3fcc25-

december1.  If you need help signing up, please contact Pastor Groth at 

pastor@stpaulsbangor.com.  

MORNINGS WITH MOMMY   

We’re starting a program for children ages 0-5 and their caregivers in the new year!  The program 

will take place on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  We’re looking for volunteers that 

could help organize, set up, prepare materials, and meet and greet!  If you’re interested in helping 

with this program in any way, please contact Heather Groth at 608-351-1025 or 

heather.l.korb@gmail.com. 

BASKETBALL GAMES HELP   

Would you be able to help with homes games for our St. Paul’s Redwings basketball team?  If you 

would be able to help with the games and with concessions, please contact Mrs. Handy at 608-

394-8681 or chandy@stpaulsbangor.com. 

LUTHERAN MILITARY SUPPORT GROUP HIRING PRESIDENT AND CEO   

The Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) is expanding its mission and ministry to support 

active, reserve, and veteran service members.  In order to carry out a dynamic expansion plan, 

LMSG is currently hiring for the position of President and CEO of LMSG.  This is a part time, paid 

position and requires previous military service.  More information can be found at 

https://lutheranmilitary.org/careers/ or email info.lutheranmilitary@gmail.com. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aacac2ba3fcc25-december1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aacac2ba3fcc25-december1
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JOB OPPORTUNITY @ FIRST LIGHT   

First Light Early Learning Center in La Crosse will be opening in February and is looking for 

individuals who love to work with children. The position is part-time, and pay starts at $13/hour.  

Applicant must be 18 years old and be willing to work with infant 4-year-olds.  For more 

information contact Jenny Hackbarth at 651-894-2157 or jenniferhackbarth@firstlacrosse.org. 

FLOWERS   

The flowers beautifying our sanctuary today have been provided by the Loomis family in memory 

of their parents. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2021 Weekly Budget: $9,855.43       Budget to Date: $473,060.64 

Received 12/5: $7,306.46                 Rec’d to Date: $378,283.05 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 97   10:00 am: 88   Total: 185 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 25 

Sunday Bible Study: 37 

Sunday School: 5 

Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 28 
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 5:00 pm Public School Catechism Class 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


