
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
JOY TO THE WORLD! 

LET EVERY HEART PREPARE HIM ROOM! 

Children’s Christmas Eve Program  
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

December 24, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, I praise you for humbly being born for me.  I praise you for living under God’s law that 

you could be my substitute.  I praise you for keeping God’s law perfectly and for crediting to me 

your perfect life through faith.  Please forgive me for the times I haven’t treasured you with all my 

heart.  As I peer into the manger tonight, please help me also see the body and blood that would 

you’d sacrifice for me on the cross as well as raise to life three days later to prove my salvation.  

Bless the young voices that proclaim your name this evening for all of us.  In that gracious name I 

pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate near the entrance to the sanctuary. The QR 

code to the right will provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting 

with us today you are welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt 

or embarrassment to do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE PROGRAM 
Our Savior is born! Let us rejoice in God’s gift of grace through the Christ Child! May the Lord bless you through 

the voices of his children this evening.  

PRESERVICE MUSIC by St. Paul’s piano students 

WELCOME  

PROCESSIONAL  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | 55 

please stand for third verse 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 

Refrain: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 

Only begotten Son of God the Father.  Refrain 

(stand) 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest.  Refrain 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

M: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord. 

C: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

M: Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving. 

C: And make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise. 
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M: Oh, come, let us worship and bow down. 

C: Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

M: The Dayspring from on high has visited us, to give light to those that sit in darkness 

and the shadow of death. 

C: To guide our feet into the way of peace. 

M: Unto us the Christ is born 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him! 

be seated 

SCRIPTURE READING  from John 1:1-5, 14; 1 Peter 1:8 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 

light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood 

it. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 

him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy 

for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

HYMN  Now Sing, We Now Rejoice | 34 (1,4) 

Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heaven our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth, poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth, the sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing with all his saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heaven’ly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 
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INTRODUCTION 

Grades 5-8: 

Tonight, we take a look at a joy that has no end - a Savior that brought joy to the 

entire world. We find this joy in the birth of our Savior - humbly born in a manger. 

We will hear of the joy promised in the Old Testament to waiting believers, the joy 

the news brought to Mary and the shepherds, and the joy that fills us so that we 

can share it to all people. 

Listen as we hear the songs and words of joy brought to the earth! 

PreK-K: 

O God, your love goes round and round the people of the earth. 

And now I pray, oh, give to me, the joy of Jesus’ birth. 

The birth of Jesus Christ my Lord gives me the greatest joy, 

He came to earth to save my sins, born as a baby boy. 

HYMN  Silent Night, Holy Night | 60 

congregation joins for verse 3 

1. Silent night! Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night! Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3. Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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PART 1: JOY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Grades 5-8: 

God has loved mankind since the beginning. He created Adam and Eve, the first 

man and woman, and put them in a beautiful garden. All creation was perfect. Then 

Adam and Eve sinned. 

Because of their sin, Adam and Eve would experience the consequences of their sin. 

They would know pain and torment, hardship and sadness. Finally, Adam and Eve 

would die. They would turn back into the dust from which they had been created. 

The same would happen to all of their descendants. 

Grades 5-6:  

St. Paul wrote in Ephesians 2: “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 

sins. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” (Ephesians 2:1,3) 

In his love for Adam and Eve and all people who would come after them, God 

promised a Savior from sin. The first promise of a Savior comes from Genesis, when 

god tells the devil: 

Grades 3-4:  

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 

hers; he will Crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

The word “joy” or “joyful” is mentioned 155 times in the Old Testament. The 

prophets of the Old Testament painted a picture of a Savior bringing salvation to 

the earth. They waited in joyful anticipation for the Savior from their sins, promised 

from God. 

God didn’t forget his promises. He reminded his people again and again of the 

coming joy the Savior would bring. Even in the darkest of times, God’s prophet 

Isaiah speaks of the coming savior numerous times: 

Grades PreK-2:  

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
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Grades 7-8:  

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 

fruit.” (Isaiah 11:1) 

Later, through the prophet Jeremiah, God tells us: 

Grades 5-6: 

“In those days and at that time, I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s 

line; he will do what is just and right in the land. This is the name by which it will be 

called: the LORD our Righteousness.” (Jeremiah 33:15-16) 

Finally, 400 years before the Savior was to be born, the last prophecy was given 

through the prophet Malachi: 

Grades 7-8: 

“But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in 

its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. (Malachi: 

4:2) 

HYMN  Come, O Long-Expected Jesus | 6 

Come, O long-expected Jesus, 

Born to set your people free; 

From our sins and fears release us 

By your death on Calvary. 

Israel’s Strength and Consolation, 

Hope to all the earth impart, 

Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, 

Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

Born your people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now your gracious kingdom bring. 

By your own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By your all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to your glorious throne.
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PART 2: JOY BROUGHT TO MARY 

Grades 3-4:  

Luke describes how God sent the Angel Gabriel to announce to Mary that she would 

be the mother of Jesus. The news that Gabriel told Mary was joyful and amazing. In 

faith, Mary accepted the news and her heart was filled with joy. 

Congregation:  

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to 

a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 

Grades 1-2:  

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 

with you.” 

Congregation:  

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 

Grades 1-2:  

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You 

will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.” 

Congregation:  

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” the angel 

answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” 

Grades 1-2:  

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then 

the angel left her. 

Grades 3-4:  

While visiting her cousin Elizabeth, Mary praised the Lord because of the great things 

He has already done for his people, and the greatest thing he would yet do for his 

people in the future: Sending the Savior in Joy. 
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HYMN  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child | 56 (1,3) 

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

There he lay, the undefiled, To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place—Can he be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found his favor. 

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the undefiled, But no more a stranger. 

Son of God, of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise his name in all the earth, Hail the King of glory! 

PART 3: JOY FROM THE ANGELS 

Congregation: (led by the pastor) 

When all things were ready, God sent joy to the world: He sent his Son to be 

the Savior. This event took place in a lowly stable. 

Grades 1-2:  

“In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also 

went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register 

with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to 

her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn.”  (Luke 2:1-7) 

Grades 3-4:  

“And there were shepherds living out in the field nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the 

town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. this will be a sign 

to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’  

continued… 
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“Suddenly, a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God and saying, ‘Glory to god in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 

his favor rests.’” (Luke 2:8-14) 

ALL SCHOOL SONG  Away in a Manger (Sleep, Sleep) 

Grades 5-6:  

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has told us about.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 

was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 

what had been told to them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.”  (Luke 

2:15-20) 

Congregation:  

We, too, have this same joy - it fills our hearts and our lives. Our Savior loves 

us so much! We are his dearly loved children. Our joy is summed up by John. 

Kindergarten-Grade 8:  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

Congregation:  

During sad, troubling, or hard times, we find joy in the presence of our 

Redeemer, God’s Sun, sent to earth to save us from our sins. 

Grades 7-8:  

“But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. Spread your 

protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you.” (Psalm 

5:11) 

“As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Now remain in my love. I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” (John 

15:9,11) 
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GRADES 3-8 SONG  Infant Lowly, Infant Lowly 

PART 4: LET EVERY HEART PREPARE HIM ROOM 

Congregation:  (led by the pastor) 

Jesus loved us and so he came to die for us. Those perfect little hands and 

feet would one day be pierced by nails to pay our debt of sin and die on the 

cross for us. St. John writes: 

Grades 5-6:  

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 

to lay down our lives for our brothers.” (1 John 3:16) 

Grades 7-8:  

“This is how god showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-11) 

Congregation:  

God gives us even more reasons to be joyful. The promises of his love and 

care for us never stop. 

Grades 3-4: 

“Jesus said to her: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 

even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.’” (John 

11:25-26) 

Congregation:  

In Christ, we will praise God forever. 

Grades 1-2:  

“Praise the Lord, O My soul. I will praise the Lord all my life. I will sing praise to my 

God as long as I live.” (Psalm 146:1-2) 

Congregation:  

Why would someone do all of this for me? It’s simple: God loves us. This news 

fills our souls with hope—we are not without joy! Our salvation has been won. 

Now it is our turn to be like the shepherds and spread this good news. 
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HYMN  Go, Tell It on the Mountain | 57 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light.  Refrain 

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth.  Refrain 

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 

please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Dearest Jesus, hear our humble prayer as we gather in spirit to celebrate the 

wonders of your holy birth. We confess that all the words that we speak and sing to 

your glory this evening fall far short of the praise we sinners owe you, our God, 

who left your throne in heaven to appear here in lowliness as our Savior. A stable 

was your first home; a manger, your first bed. Yet for our sakes you endured far 

deeper humiliation than this, for you came to bear the cross, the shame, the 

suffering, and even the death which sinners deserve for our sins. 

We thank you for the joy of being saved and for the privilege of living our lives to 

you. We thank you that from the mouths of children this evening we can hear again 

the precious story of your birth. Thank you for the joy of Christmas that you 

showered upon your creation. In your holy name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

M: Taught by our Lord and trusting his promises, we joyfully and confidently pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 

RECESSIONAL   Joy to the Word | 62 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature 

sing. 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4. He rules the world with truth and 

grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love.



SERVING IN WORSHIP 

PreK-Kindergarten Teacher Gwen Manke 

Grades 1-2 Teacher Penny Adickes 

Grades 3-4 Teacher Clara Handy 

Grades 5-6 Teacher Karen Bauer 

Grades 7-8 Teachers Mary Ann Larson 

 Teresa Richmond 

Sunday School Teachers Angela Bunker 

 Mark Larson 

Accompanist (Children’s Songs) Vicki Berg 

Accompanist (Congregational Hymns) Harriet Langrehr 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

 

Join us for worship and the Word of God: 

Christmas Day  – 

Sunday Worship  – 

Children’s Sunday School  – 

Sunday Bible Study  – 

Midweek Bible Study  – 

9:00 am 

8:00 and 10:00 am 

9:10 am 

9:15 am 

Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm 

Wednesdays @ 9:00 am 

 

 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV 1984), copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc. 

Hymns from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


