
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD HAS COME!  SING WITH PRAISE! 
Christmas Day 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

December 25, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

God in heaven, the day is here.  Today we praise you for the day the Word became flesh.  We 

thank you for prophesying his identity, his work, the uniqueness of his birth, and even the town 

where it all would be fulfilled.  We especially thank you for fulfilling it all that Jesus could be our 

Savior.  Bless us as we let our voices ring out in praise to you for sending the exact Savior we 

needed—both God and man.  We ask this in the One who is both the Son of God and son of 

Mary.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr  
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A SERVICE OF WORD AND SONG 
The service for today is a special service that guides us in our worship of Christ as the One who fulfilled God’s 

promises of a Savior born for the world. 

CHOIR A Sequence of Christmas Carols 

OPENING HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten | 35 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 

M: Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD.  

C: O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

M: But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face 

from us, so that he will not hear. We look for light, but all is darkness; for 

brightness, but we walk in deep shadows. We look for deliverance, but it is far 

away.  

C: For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our 

offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our sins. 

M: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will 

not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our 

sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  

C: Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

M: Sing to the LORD a new song, 

C: for he has done marvelous things. 
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M: The LORD has made his salvation known 

C: and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

M: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

C: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us 

free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 

THE SAVIOR’S DIVINE CHARACTERISTICS 

PROPHECY Isaiah 9:2,6,7 

2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.  

For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.  

6For to us a child is born.  

To us a son is given.  

The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders.  

He will be named:  

Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father,  

Prince of Peace.  

7There will be no limit to his authority  

and no end to the peace he brings.  

He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom,  

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness  

from now on, into eternity.  

The zeal of the Lord of Armies will accomplish this.  
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Isaiah 11:1,2 

1A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse,  

and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.  

2The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him:  

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the Spirit of counsel and might,  

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  

FULFILLMENT  John 1:1,14  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  

14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the 

glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

CHOIR On This Holy Night 

The gentle wind whispers through the treetops barely making a sound. 

A tiny bird glides across the sky as shadows cover the ground. 

And on a hill, shepherds tend their flocks beneath the winter sky, 

While all around everything is calm and peaceful this holy night, on this holy night. 

In Bethlehem, in a humble stable, all is quiet and still. 

A baby sleeps in his mother’s arms, God’s promise now fulfilled. 

A song of joy echoes through the heavens, “Glory, glory on high!” 

This tiny child comes to change the world forever this holy night, on this holy night. 

Here on this night, this holy night, God sends us love; God sends us light. 

With the angels together, we sing “Alleluia” to welcome the King. 

Now our Savior is born.  Jesus our Savior is born on this holy night. 
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THE SAVIOR BORN OF A VIRGIN 

PROPHECY Isaiah 7:14 

14Therefore the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son and name him Immanuel.   

FULFILLMENT  Matthew 1:18-23  

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged 

in marriage to Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child 

by the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to 

disgrace her. So he decided to divorce her privately. 20But as he was considering 

these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and 

you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.”  

22All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23“Look, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name 

him Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.”  

Luke 1:30-35 

30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found favor 

with God. 31Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to name 

him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father David. 33He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.”  

34Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the 

Son of God.  
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HYMN What Child Is This? | 67 

congregation joins in singing verse 3 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet With anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

The babe, the Son of Mary! 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where oxen now are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear; For sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through; 

The cross he’ll bear for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the Son of Mary!

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings Salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high; 

The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

The babe, the Son of Mary! 

THE SAVIOR BORN IN BETHLEHEM 

PROPHECY Micah 5:2 

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,  

though you are small among the clans of Judah,  

from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.  

His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.  

FULFILLMENT  Luke 2:1-14  

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing 

Syria. 3And everyone went to register, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went 

up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David,  

continued… 
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which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and family line of David. 
5He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in marriage 

and was expecting a child.  

6And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

8There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which 

will be for all people: 11Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is 

Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13Suddenly, there was with the angel a 

multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”  

CHOIR  Born in Bethlehem 

Where is he, born King of the Jews?  In Bethlehem, in Bethlehem. 

Shout it out!  Go spread the news!  He is born in Bethlehem. 

Where did his mother lay her child?  In Bethlehem, in Bethlehem. 

Mary’s baby meek and mild; he is born in Bethlehem. 

Born, born in Bethlehem, Son of God, Son of Man.  

Let your sounds of praise begin, for Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Shepherds bowing at the sight in Bethlehem, in Bethlehem, 

Worshipping the Son of light; he is born in Bethlehem. 

Kings and wisemen from the East in Bethlehem, in Bethlehem.  

From the greatest to the least; he is born in Bethlehem. 

Angels singing loud and strong in Bethlehem, in Bethlehem. 

Join their festive joyous song!  He is born in Bethlehem. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERING 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9). 

HYMN Away in a Manger | 68 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 

Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of 

time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and 

praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to 

be our Savior. 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not 

know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds 

spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may 

we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of 

what we have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 

people. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, 

today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing | 61 

please stand 

PRAYER 

M: O God our Father, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

your only Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer 

we may also with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill 

us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the 

hope of eternal life.  And the blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Joy to the World | 62 
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