
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JESUS IS A LIGHT FOR ALL PEOPLE 

Epiphany Sunday 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

January 2, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine your light into my heart today.  Help me see ever more clearly my 

sins that might try to exclude others from your gospel.  Reveal the bright light of your 

forgiveness, which covers the darkness of even my sins.  Bless my work as I share the light of your 

grace with those who need to hear it.  I ask this in your glorious name.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
Service of Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the 

gospel in the Scripture readings as well as in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

OPENING HYMN Angels from the Realms of Glory | 80 

 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise   

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, 

O Christ.  
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M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care:  

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.  

O LORD, OUR LORD  

(no musical intro)  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one 

and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the 

perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated  

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 10:1-9 

1The Queen of Sheba heard about Solomon’s fame, which was connected with 

the fame of the LORD, so she came to test him with hard questions. 2She came to 

Jerusalem with a very great entourage—with camels carrying spices and a large 

quantity of gold and precious stones. She came to Solomon and told him 

everything that was on her heart.  

3Solomon answered all her questions. There was nothing hidden from the king 

that he could not explain to her.  

4The Queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon, the house which he built, 
5and the food on his table. When she saw the council meeting of his officials, the 

careful attention of his ministers, as well as their attire, his cupbearers, and the 

whole burnt offerings which he offered at the House of the LORD, it took her breath 

away.  

6She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your 

accomplishments and your wisdom is true. 7I did not believe the report until I came 

and saw it with my own eyes. The truth is, not even half of it was told to me! Your 

wisdom and wealth surpass the report which I heard. 8Blessed are your men,  

continued… 
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blessed are your servants, who stand before you continually hearing your wisdom! 
9May the LORD your God be blessed, who was pleased to put you on the throne of 

Israel. Because the LORD loves Israel forever, he made you king to administer justice 

and righteousness.”  

CHOIR Give Thanks 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One. 

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong.”  

Let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 3:2-12 

2Surely you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to me for 

you, 3namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation (as I have 

already written briefly). 4When you read this, you will be able to understand my 

insight into the mystery of Christ. 5This mystery was not made known to people in 

past generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and 

prophets. 6This mystery is that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members 

of the same body, and people who also share in the promise through the gospel.  

7I became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s grace that 

was given to me by the working of his power. 8To me—even though I am the very 

least of all the saints—was given this grace: to preach to the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ 9and to enlighten everyone about the administration 

of this mystery. In past ages this mystery remained hidden in God, who created all 

things. 10He did this so that, through the church, the multifaceted wisdom of God 

might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11This was done according to the eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 12In him we can freely approach God with confidence through faith 

in him.  
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VERSE OF THE DAY  Matthew 2:2b 

Alleluia.  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.  Alleluia. 

(short musical intro) 

 

 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 2:1-12 

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men 

from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2“Where is he who has been born 

King of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4He 

gathered together all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked 

them where the Christ was to be born. 5They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 

because this was written through the prophet:  

6You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers 

of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, 

Israel.”  

7Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them  

continued… 
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exactly when the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 

search carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also 

go and worship him.”  

9After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child 

was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11After they 

went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down 

and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.   

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  The Lord Is My Light | 767 

congregation joins after verse 1 
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SERMON Ephesians 3:2-12 

Co-Everything in Christ 

please stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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be seated 

OFFERING 

 “Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Just test me in this, says the 

LORD of Armies. See whether I do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you, until 

there is more than enough” (Malachi 3:10). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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please stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

M: The Lord be with you.  

 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but 

in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 

and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

(no musical intro) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 

 

be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  The People that in Darkness Sat | 90 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Christ, Our True and Only Light | 569 

as needed 
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please stand 

Thanksgiving 

THANK THE LORD 

(short musical intro) 

 

PRAYER 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light | 771 

soloist introduces verse 1 and first refrain 

 

continued… 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAITH FEEDING (BIBLE STUDY) CONTINUES   

Sunday School and Bible Study:  back on Jan. 9 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues., 7pm; Wed. 9am):  back on Jan. 4 & 5 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY PLAN   

There will be only Fellowship Hour between services today, January 2.  Midweek study will resume 

on January 4 and 5 with our next evangelism workshop (see below), and Sunday studies will 

resume on January 9. 

PRINCIPAL CALL MEETING TODAY  

We will be having a meeting at 11:15 am (after the second service) today to extend a new call for 

a principal and grades 7-8 teacher for our school.   

OFFERING ENVELOPES   

New offering envelopes can be found in the church basement.  Please make sure to pick yours up.  

Online giving is also available (and is much easier for congregational bookkeeping, if you’re able 

to given that way). 

ST. PAUL’S APPAREL   

We’ve set up our own webstore of St. Paul’s apparel and other merchandise through Games 

People Play.  Check out the web page below and submit your orders.  They’ll be accepting 

orders through January 31 before the orders are processed and delivered.  Many of the 

options do have minimum order amounts, so feel free to order one for a friend so we can meet 

our minimum!  There are different types of t-shirts, sweatshirts, pullovers, and soft shell jackets to 

choose from, as well as a travel mug and a cinch pack.  Ceramic mugs will be on sale via a 

different format in the near future.  Gear up to show your support for St. Paul’s and as an easy 

way to let the community know about our ministry! 

https://gppsports.chipply.com/stpaulbangor21/ 
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR   

Sylvia Horstman is the new contact for Fellowship Hour. Her phone number is 608-486-4246. 

We're in need of people to host for 2022, so please contact Sylvia or sign up in the church lobby if 

you'd like to help out. 

NEXT EVANGELISM WORKSHOP    

On January 4 and 5, we’ll begin our next evangelism workshop entitled Let’s Go.  Let’s Go is 

designed to encourage and equip Christians to connect unchurched people in their lives to the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.  Seven lessons will help us focus on three important aspects of evangelism: 

Love, Listen, and Lead.  Each lesson consists of a video followed by Q&A and application.  Come 

join us as we now equip ourselves to be better proclaimers and ambassadors of the gospel for 

our Lord and for those who need to know his grace! 

SCHEDULE YOUR TIME FOR CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTOS   

We’ll be using Universal Church Directories to run the production of our new church directory.  

They will be at St. Paul’s to take our photos February 1-5 and February 8-9.  To schedule 

your photography appointment online, simply go to www.ucdir.com, click on “Photography 

Appointment Scheduling Login” on the right side, enter wi163 in the Church Code field and enter 

photos in the Church Password field.  Follow the prompts to schedule your family’s appointment 

time.  If you have six or more in your family please use two consecutive time slots.  The online 

scheduling option is available Monday through Friday.  Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule 

as soon as possible to secure your preferred date and time.  Please call Shelly Lafky (608-797-

4167) if you need assistance in scheduling.  Pictures will take place in the church basement.  

Everyone who is photographed will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and a directory.   

MORNINGS WITH MOMMY   

We’re starting a program for children ages 0-5 and their caregivers in the new year!  The sessions 

all filled up within a day of posting registration.  The program will take place on the first and third 

Tuesdays of each month.  We’re looking for volunteers that could help organize, set up, prepare 

materials, and meet and greet!  If you’re interested in helping with this program in any way, 

please contact Heather Groth at 608-351-1025 or heather.l.korb@gmail.com. 
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NEW BLEACHERS  

Thank you to all of those who were able to help assemble the new bleachers, and thank you to 

the generous donor who paid for them for the school.  Come check out the bleachers this Friday 

at 5:00 pm at our next home basketball game! 

BASKETBALL GAMES HELP   

Would you be able to help with homes games for our St. Paul’s Redwings basketball team?  If you 

would be able to help with the games and with concessions, please contact Mrs. Handy at 608-

394-8681 or chandy@stpaulsbangor.com. 

A GIFT TO THE CONGREGATION  

In Memory of Arnold and Lily Sprehn, $1,000 has been given to the General Fund by William and 

Lisa Schwartz. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2021 Weekly Budget: $9,855.43             Budget to Date: $512,482.36 

Received 12/24: $5,043.00        Rec’d to Date: $422,957.65 

Received 12/25: $4,370.75 

Received 12/26: $13,647.97 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

Christmas Eve 4:30 pm: 165     6:00 pm: 108     Total: 273 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 20 

Christmas Day: 140 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 11 

12/26 8:00 am: 99     10:00 am: 58     Total: 157 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 25 

Sunday Bible Study: -- 

Sunday School: -- 

Tues./Wed. Bible Study: --   
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 11:15 am Call Meeting for Principal 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 5:00 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


