
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RECEPTION REVEALED: 

REJECTION IS NOT THE EXCEPTION BUT THE RULE. 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

January 23, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord of all creation, today build my trust in you.  I will not always be welcomed for my faith, and 

often I will be rejected both in aggressive and passive aggressive ways.  Help me see today that 

this has always been the case for your people, and that your aid and guidance have been evident 

throughout the millennia.  Forgive my apprehension to make my faith known, and grant me 

boldness through your Word to honor you when given the opportunity.  In Christ’s mighty name I 

pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
God’s people gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement in Christ. Divine Service I 

therefore focuses us on the glory of Christ and his Word. 

OPENING HYMN Speak, O Lord | 735 

 

continued… 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Lord God, you know that we will not always be received warmly as we share and 

live according to your Word. Strengthen us in mind and spirit, and continue to use 

us for your glorious purposes; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 
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HYMN Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening | 283 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 61:1-6 

1The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me,  

because the LORD has anointed me  

to preach good news to the afflicted.  

He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  

to proclaim freedom for the captives  

and release for those who are bound,  
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor  

and the day of vengeance for our God,  

to comfort all who mourn,  
3to provide for those who mourn in Zion,  

to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,  

the oil of joy instead of mourning,  

a cloak of praise instead of a faint spirit,  

so that they will be called oaks of righteousness,  

a planting of the LORD to display his beauty.  

4Then they will rebuild ancient ruins.  

They will raise up what was formerly devastated,  

and they will renew ruined cities,  

which have been devastated for generations.  
5Strangers will stand and shepherd your flock,  

and foreigners will be your farmers and vinedressers.  
6You will be called the LORD’s priests.  

You will be named ministers of our God.  

You will eat the wealth of nations,  

and you will boast about their riches.  
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SECOND LESSON  Acts 4:23-31 

23After Peter and John were released, they went to their own friends and 

reported everything the high priests and the elders had said. 24When they heard 

this, with one mind they raised their voices to God and said, “Master, you are the 

God who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them. 25By the 

Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David, your servant, you said:  

Why do the nations rage  

and the peoples plot in vain?  
26The kings of the earth take their stand,  

and the rulers are gathered together  

against the Lord  

and against his Anointed One.  

27“For certainly, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 

Gentiles and people of Israel, were gathered together against your holy servant 

Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did whatever your hand and your plan had 

decided beforehand should happen.  

29“Now Lord, look at their threats and give to your servants the ability to keep 

on speaking your word with all boldness 30as you stretch out your hand to heal and 

as signs and wonders take place through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  

31After they prayed, the place where they were gathered was shaken. Also, 

everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit, and they continued to speak the word of 

God with boldness.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  John 15:16 

Alleluia.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go 

and bear fruit, fruit that will endure.  Alleluia. 
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please stand 

GOSPEL  Luke 4:16-30 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As was his custom, he 

went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17The scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it was written:  

18The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  

because he anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom to the captives  

and recovery of sight to the blind,  

to set free those who are oppressed,  
19and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  

20He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 

of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21He began to tell them, 

“Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

22They all spoke well of him and were impressed by the words of grace that 

came from his mouth. And they kept saying, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  

23He told them, “Certainly you will quote this proverb to me, ‘Physician, heal 

yourself!’ Do here in your hometown everything we heard you did in Capernaum.” 
24And he said, “Amen I tell you: No prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25But truly 

I tell you: There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was 

shut for three years and six months, while a great famine came over all the land. 
26Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow of Zarephath, in Sidon. 27And 

there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of 

them was healed except Naaman the Syrian.”  

continued… 
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28All those who were in the synagogue were filled with rage when they heard 

these things. 29They got up and drove him out of the town. They led him to the 

brow of the hill on which their town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 
30But he passed through the middle of them and went on his way.  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  O God from God, O Light from Light | 85 

 



12 

SERMON Acts 4:23-31 

God’s Word Makes Us Confident and Bold 

please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

 

be seated 
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OFFERING 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into 

our world to save us from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of 

salvation to those doomed to death. 

M: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 

own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your 

gospel. 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones 

near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 

the full light of your glory. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide | 541 (1,3,5,6) 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 

and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage | 293 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING (BIBLE STUDY) CONTINUES   

Sunday School and Bible Study:  God rescues us from danger. 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues., 7pm; Wed. 9am):  Let’s Go 

ANNUAL MEETING AND NOMINATIONS  

Our annual meeting is today, Sunday, January 23, at 11:15 am in the church basement.  The list of 

men who have been nominated for service to the Lord at St. Paul’s is the following (asterisk 

denotes an incumbent): 

Church Council: 

Dale Arndt* 

Blake Horstman 

Dylan Blount 

Roger Lund 

Todd Miller 

Bart Horstman 

Don Peterson

Stewardship-Evangelism: 

Brent Horstman* 

Quinn Handy 

Nathanial Kotek* 

Carter Horstman 

Steve Lund* 

Jesse Kassera 

Paul Wittmershaus* 

Al Urbanek 

Randy Cook 

Chad Wehrs 

James Gade 

Neal Williams

Finance: 

Ken Thompson* 

Zachariah Zebell* 

Dale Johnson 

Tim Johnson 

Jeff Garves 

John Langrehr Jr. 

Braden Horstman 

Grant Manke

Education Committee  Luther High Association 

(No expired terms this year) (No expired terms this year) 

PRINCIPAL CALL  

We have extended a divine call to Mr. Jon Engelbrecht to serve as our principal and grades 7-8 

teacher starting next year.  Jon happens to be a member of St. Paul’s.  He currently serves as Dean 

of Students at Luther High.  Please keep Jon and his wife, Trisha, in your prayers as he deliberates 

serving in this new opportunity in God’s kingdom.  If you would like to discuss the call with Jon, 

you can reach him at 715-741-1262.  God is good!   
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ST. PAUL’S COFFEE MUGS   

New St. Paul’s coffee mugs are available for purchase in the church basement during fellowship 

and Bible study hour.  The 17 oz. mugs are $10 cash or check, with the proceeds covering the cost 

of the mugs and anything over being designated toward St. Paul’s 2022 outreach expenses. 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS   

St. Paul’s next Bible Information Class will begin in February and be completed by the end of May.  

If you or someone you know is interested in membership, in our church’s teachings, or simply in a 

refresher of important biblical truths, this is the class to take.  We’re looking at potentially having 

classes on Monday evenings starting on Feb. 21, but the final decision on a day and time for class 

may change to best accommodate the schedules of the participants, so please contact Pastor 

Groth if interested or if you would like more info.  You can also visit 

www.stpaulsbangor.com/new/bic/ for more info on the class itself. 

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY RESULTS   

The results of our 2021 Congregational Survey have been emailed via our email list.  You can also 

find copies of the results on the bulletin board in the church lobby.  The individual comments 

shared by survey participants will be reviewed and discussed by our church council.  Thank you 

for your vital input! 

OFFERING ENVELOPES   

New offering envelopes can be found in the church basement.  Please make sure to pick yours up.  

Online giving is also available (and is much easier for congregational bookkeeping, if you’re able 

to given that way). 

LET’S GO   

We’ve begun an evangelism workshop entitled Let’s Go.  Let’s Go is designed to encourage and 

equip Christians to connect unchurched people in their lives to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Seven 

lessons will help us focus on three important aspects of evangelism: Love, Listen, and Lead.  Each 

lesson consists of a video followed by Q&A and application.  Come join us as we now equip 

ourselves to be better proclaimers and ambassadors of the gospel for our Lord and for those who 

need to know his grace!  The videos and lesson sheets will also be shared on our Facebook page 

each week.   
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ST. PAUL’S APPAREL   

We’ve set up our own webstore of St. Paul’s apparel and other merchandise through Games 

People Play.  Check out the web page below and submit your orders.  They’ll be accepting 

orders through January 31 before the orders are processed and delivered.  Many of the 

options do have minimum order amounts, so feel free to order one for a friend so we can meet 

our minimum!  There are different types of t-shirts, sweatshirts, pullovers, and soft shell jackets to 

choose from, as well as a travel mug and a cinch pack.  Ceramic mugs will be on sale via a 

different format in the near future.  Gear up to show your support for St. Paul’s and as an easy 

way to let the community know about our ministry! 

https://gppsports.chipply.com/stpaulbangor21/ 

SCHEDULE YOUR TIME FOR CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTOS   

We’ll be using Universal Church Directories to run the production of our new church directory.  

They will be at St. Paul’s to take our photos February 1-5 and February 8-9.  To schedule 

your photography appointment online, simply go to www.ucdir.com, click on “Photography 

Appointment Scheduling Login” on the right side, enter wi163 in the Church Code field and enter 

photos in the Church Password field.  Follow the prompts to schedule your family’s appointment 

time.  If you have six or more in your family please use two consecutive time slots.  The online 

scheduling option is available Monday through Friday.  Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule 

as soon as possible to secure your preferred date and time.  Please call Shelly Lafky (608-797-

4167) if you need assistance in scheduling.  Pictures will take place in the church basement.  

Everyone who is photographed will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and a directory.   

WELS COULEE WOMEN’S RETREAT   

The 2022 WELS Coulee Women’s Retreat will be April 2, 2022, at Christ Lutheran Church in West 

Salem.  This retreat provides an opportunity for WELS/ELS women and their friends to gather 

together, encourage each other with God’s Word, and go forth to share God’s Word with others. 

Registration forms and itinerary are available online at www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat. Register 

by March 15 (there’s a discount for early registration by February 15). 

QUILTING GROUP   

If you’d like to be a part of a quilting group to make quilts for veterans, please contact Audrey 

Frederick at 608-498-3293. 
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CARING CHRISTIANS   

Caring Christians—Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, February 7, 

at 6:30 pm.  The topic will be: Making realistic goals. 

THE BIG KNIGHT   

The Big Knight is an annual fundraiser supporting Luther High School. This event is a dinner 

auction with 100% of the proceeds benefiting the students of Luther High. All who attend get to 

experience a PACKED silent auction followed by an elegant dinner and an INCREDIBLE live 

auction. Join us on Saturday, April 23, 2022, for the annual Big Knight dinner auction at 

Celebrations on the River in French Island, WI. This event not only raises funds for tuition 

assistance, but is a night of exceptional auction items, great food, and fellowship with others who 

love Luther High School. Doors will open at 5:30 pm with registration and the silent auction. We 

hope to see you there! Any questions, please contact the Mission Advancement Office: Christina 

Sherry (sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us  608-783-5435 x1134) or John Byus (byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us  

608-783-5435 x1132). 

LHS HEAD FOOTBALL COACH   

Luther High School in Onalaska, Wisconsin, is seeking a Head Varsity Football Coach for the 2022 

season. Luther High School’s mission is to equip students for life on earth but more importantly 

to equip students for eternal life in heaven. Luther High School competes in the Scenic Bluffs 

Conference. Please send your resume and application to Joel Babinec, athletic director, 

babijoel@luther.k12.wi.us. Applications will be accepted through January 25, 2022. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $30,209.19 

Received 1/16: $6,548.44   Rec’d to Date: $29,067.55 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 111     10:00 am: 74     Total: 185 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 31 

Sunday Bible Study: -- 

Sunday School: 5 

Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 13  
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:15 am Annual Meeting 

TUESDAY 10:00 am Mornings with Mommy 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 5:00 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 7:00 pm School Accreditation Meeting 

THURSDAY 2:00 pm Ladies Aid Meeting 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


