
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEFINITIONS REVEALED: 
BLESSINGS ARE CURSED; CURSES ARE BLESSED. 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 



2 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

February 13, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the many blessings you give to me.  Today help me see my sins in 

the way I can view blessings the way the world does and in the way I can doubt your care for me 

as your child.  Remind me of the eternal goal that you work in all things in my life, and help me 

live a faith-filled life of peace and purity for you.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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THE COMMON SERVICE 
The Common Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  As with all of our liturgies, its 

purpose is to focus us on the good news of forgiveness and to build us up in Christ. 

CHIMES CHOIR Jesus Loves Me 

OPENING HYMN Blessed Are the Saints of God | 394 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

(no musical intro) 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   
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Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD 

(no musical intro) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to 

know the things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish 

them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 17:5-8 

5This is what the LORD says.  

Cursed is anyone who trusts in mankind,  

who seeks his strength from human flesh,  

and who turns his heart away from the LORD.  
6He will be like a juniper bush in the wasteland.  

He will not see good things when they come.  

He lives in a dry place in the wilderness,  

in a salty land where no one lives.  
7But blessed is anyone who trusts in the LORD,  

whose confidence is in him.  
8He will be like a tree planted by water.  

It sends out its roots to the stream.  

It does not fear the heat when it comes.  

Its leaves will remain green.  

It is not concerned about a time of drought.  

It does not stop producing fruit.  

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 1, p.64 

 

Blessed is the man 

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked* 

or stand in the way of sinners. 
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But his delight is in the law of the LORD,* 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in season* 

and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers. 

 

 
 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,* 

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

 

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,* 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

7Therefore, to keep me from becoming arrogant due to the extraordinary 

nature of these revelations, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, 

to torment me, so that I would not become arrogant. 8Three times I pleaded with 

the Lord about this, that he would take it away from me. 9And he said to me, “My 

grace is sufficient for you, because my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore I will be glad to boast all the more in my weaknesses, so that the power 

of Christ may shelter me.  

10That is why I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 

difficulties, for the sake of Christ. For whenever I am weak, then am I strong.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  John 6:68 

Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  

Alleluia. 

(no musical intro) 

 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Luke 6:17-26 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

17He went down with them and stood on a level place with a large crowd of his 

disciples and a large number of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, as well as 

from the coastal area of Tyre and Sidon. These people came to listen to him and to 

be healed of their diseases. 18Those who were troubled by unclean spirits were also  

continued… 



10 

cured. 19The whole crowd kept trying to touch him, because power was going out 

from him and healing them all.  

20He lifted up his eyes to his disciples and said:  

Blessed are you who are poor,  

because yours is the kingdom of God.  
21Blessed are you who hunger now,  

because you will be satisfied.  

Blessed are you who weep now,  

because you will laugh.  
22Blessed are you whenever people hate you,  

and whenever they exclude and insult you  

and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man.  

23“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy because of this: Your reward is great in 

heaven! The fact is, their fathers constantly did the same things to the prophets.”  

24But woe to you who are rich,  

because you are receiving your comfort now.  
25Woe to you who are well fed now,  

because you will be hungry.  

Woe to you who laugh now,  

because you will be mourning and weeping.  
26Woe to you when all people speak well of you,  

because that is how their fathers constantly treated the false prophets.  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
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  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me | 428 

 

SERMON 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

Our Weaknesses Can Be Pretty Powerful 
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please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

(short musical intro) 

 

be seated 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Jesus Christ, Lord of glory, you delight in making yourself known to us and others.  

Bring us to recognize and rejoice in your majesty and your ministry.  In love you 

chose to exercise your greatest strength to serve us in our greatest need.  You 

revealed the brightness of your glory through humble deeds of love. 

You called ordinary men to do extraordinary things as your disciples and apostles.  

You also call us confidently to follow you, diligently to learn from you, and lovingly 

to imitate you.  Equip and empower us to serve you and our neighbor faithfully.  

Use us as your witnesses to bring many throughout the world to the light of your 

gospel. 

You revealed your glory through mighty signs and wonders.  Assure us that you 

still rule all things in the universe and use them to serve our eternal good.  In wise 

compassion you often exercise your power to help and heal people with physical 

and emotional needs.  Give us courage and compassion to relieve the distress of 

the hurting, to pray for all according to their needs, and to be content and cheerful 

when in your wisdom you ask us to endure hardship. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

Preserve your truth among us, and by that truth preserve us until you appear in 

dazzling splendor to bring us to the glory of heaven.  Let our anticipation of the 

heavenly kingdom ennoble our thinking and speaking, enrich our conduct, and 

increase our joy in all aspects of earthly life.  Hear us, Light of the Gentiles and 

Glory of Israel.   

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  
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 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN  How Firm a Foundation | 768 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 

and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  When Peace Like a River | 760 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING (BIBLE STUDY) CONTINUES   

Sunday School and Bible Study:  Jesus is God. 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues., 7pm; Wed. 9am):  Let’s Go – Evangelism  

PRINCIPAL CALL EXTENDED  

We have extended a divine call to Mr. Jacob Zimmermann to serve as our principal and grades 7-

8 teacher beginning in the 2022-23 school year.  Please keep Mr. Zimmermann and his family in 

your prayers as he deliberates the best place the Lord can work through him for the gospel.  If 

you’d like to contact Mr. Zimmermann and discuss our ministry here at St. Paul’s, you can call him 

at 414-659-6106.   

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   

If you notice that birthdays or anniversaries are missing or incorrect when announced before the 

Prayer of the Church each Sunday, please notify Pastor Groth of the addition or correction so we 

can get that updated in our system.  Thank you!   

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS   

St. Paul’s next Bible Information Class will begin in February and be completed by the end of May.  

If you or someone you know is interested in membership, in our church’s teachings, or simply in a 

refresher of important biblical truths, this is the class to take.  We’re looking at potentially having 

classes on Monday evenings starting on Feb. 21, but the final decision on a day and time for class 

may change to best accommodate the schedules of the participants, so please contact Pastor 

Groth if interested or if you would like more info.  You can also visit 

www.stpaulsbangor.com/new/bic/ for more info on the class itself. 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VAN   

If you know of a wheelchair accessible van that the Bakkens can borrow or rent, please contact 

either Pastor Groth or Irene Bakken at 608-344-1378. 
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NEXT MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY   

We’ll be wrapping up our evangelism workshop this week, which means next week we’ll roll into a 

new Bible study.  We’ll go through the book of Zechariah with all of its visions and imagery and 

gospel-filled prophecy.  The study begins 7:00 pm on Tuesday, February 22, and 9:00 am on 

Wednesday, February 23.   

ANOTHER DAY FOR CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTOS?  

If you missed your chance to have your church directory photos taken, there’s still a chance!  The 

photographers expressed that if we have enough members interested we could have another day 

for photos.  If you’re interested, please contact Sue Gollnik at 608-799-0984 or 

skgollnik@gmail.com.  You can also contact her for any directory-related questions. 

CONNECTION CARDS REMINDER  

Just a friendly reminder about when and how to fill out the Connection Cards.  Please fill them out 

at all worship services and hand them to the ushers as they usher you out at the end of worship.  

Please also make sure to include your last name on the front and first names on the back for 

communion (otherwise we have no idea).   

 

CAMM MONTHLY LETTER  

February’s letter for the Central Africa Medical Mission can be found in the church lobby. 
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LENTEN SERVICES   

Lent is coming up!  Beginning with Ash Wednesday on March 2, we’ll be having one midweek 

Lenten service each week on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  The theme for this year’s midweek services 

is The Crucial Hours.  The series ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ 

passion that demonstrate the thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and 

depth of his love for us, and the strength of his union with us. 

CHURCH EMAIL NEWS  

Just a reminder that you can sign up for our church news via email here: 

https://www.stpaulsbangor.com/email-list/. 

WELS COULEE WOMEN’S RETREAT   

The 2022 WELS Coulee Women’s Retreat will be April 2, 2022, at Christ Lutheran Church in West 

Salem.  This retreat provides an opportunity for WELS/ELS women and their friends to gather 

together, encourage each other with God’s Word, and go forth to share God’s Word with others. 

Registration forms and itinerary are available online at www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat (you may 

have to request to join the facebook group). Register by March 15 (there’s a discount for early 

registration by February 15). 

GOFUNDME FOR LUTHER STUDENT   

David Chase, a freshman at Luther, was recently diagnosed with a tennis ball size tumor in the 

middle left of his brain. A GoFundMe account (a site that facilitates charitable giving) has been 

established to help the family with expenses. If you’d like to contribute and read more about this, 

please go to the web address below. Please keep David and his family in your prayers! 

https://gofund.me/a85f1181 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST   

Recovery in Christ will NOT meet Sunday, February 6. It will resume meeting Sunday, February 13, 

4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska. Recovery in Christ will meet Wednesday, 

February 9, 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry St., La Crosse and most Wednesdays 

thereafter.  Call/text Pastor Bill Bader at 608-567-3038 to confirm day/time. 
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THE BIG KNIGHT   

The Big Knight is an annual fundraiser supporting Luther High School. This event is a dinner 

auction with 100% of the proceeds benefiting the students of Luther High. All who attend get to 

experience a PACKED silent auction followed by an elegant dinner and an INCREDIBLE live 

auction. Join us on Saturday, April 23, 2022, for the annual Big Knight dinner auction at 

Celebrations on the River in French Island, WI. This event not only raises funds for tuition 

assistance, but is a night of exceptional auction items, great food, and fellowship with others who 

love Luther High School. Doors will open at 5:30 pm with registration and the silent auction. We 

hope to see you there! Any questions, please contact the Mission Advancement Office: Christina 

Sherry (sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us  608-783-5435 x1134) or John Byus (byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us  

608-783-5435 x1132). 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $60,418.38 

Received 2/6: $10,011.02   Rec’d to Date: $54,368.68 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 128     10:00 am: 74     Total: 202 

Live Stream Peak Live Viewers: 24 

Sunday Bible Study: 28 

Sunday School: 5 

Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 22   
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship  

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship  

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 5:00 pm Public School Catechism Class 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


