
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE THREE UNIONS IN HOLY COMMUNION 

Maundy Thursday 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

April 14, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

WHAT IS MAUNDY THURSDAY? 

Maundy Thursday receives its name from the Latin phrase novum mandatum, which means, “new 

command.” It refers to Jesus’ words which he spoke to his disciples on this night, “A new 

command I give you: Love one another” (John 13:34). The institution of the Lord’s Supper on that 

night displays the depth of Jesus’ love for us and gives power to the Church to live out his 

command. 

WHY GO TO COMMUNION? 

“We go because we are poor, miserable people. We go exactly because we are unworthy. Say to 

God, ‘I would like to be worthy. But I come, not upon any worthiness, but upon your Word, 

because you have commanded it.’ In the second place, there is also a promise. For here stand the 

kind and precious words, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. This is my blood shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.’ Therefore consider and read yourself into the word ‘you.’” (Adapted 

from Martin Luther’s Large Catechism) 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.   
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THE CRUCIAL HOURS 
The Crucial Hours ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that demonstrate the 

thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and depth of his love for us, and the strength of 

his union with us. 

CHOIR Three Crosses 

remain seated 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT 

M: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of 

suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our 

Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps 

us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were 

committed at baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our 

lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

 Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In 

the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we 

should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in 

heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 

 We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be 

servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 

 In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his 

love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and 

drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and 

blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with 

him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we 

will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our 

reconciliation with God and each other. 

please stand 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M:  Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with 

all my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways 

instead of your ways. I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. For 

this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. I am truly sorry for 

my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

 Silence for meditation. 

M: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 

C:  Cleanse me from my sins. Release me from my guilt. Grant me your Holy 

Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

M:  The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his 

sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  

EXHORTATION 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised 

us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be 

reconciled with one another. 

C:  Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, 

and in our actions. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body 

and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so 

firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this 
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sacrament to our eternal good; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

be seated 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD,  

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel  

and with the house of Judah.  
32It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers,  

when I took them by the hand  

and led them out of the land of Egypt.  

They broke that covenant of mine,  

although I was a husband to them, declares the LORD.  
33But this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days,  

declares the LORD.  

I will put my law in their minds,  

and I will write it on their hearts.  

I will be their God,  

and they will be my people.  
34No longer will each one teach his neighbor,  

or each one teach his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,”  

because they will all know me,  

from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD,  

for I will forgive their guilt,  

and I will remember their sins no more.  
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SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 10:15-25 

15The Holy Spirit also testifies in Scripture to us, for first he said:  

16This is the covenant I will make with them  

after those days, says the Lord.  

I will put my laws on their hearts  

and I will write them on their mind.  

17Then he adds:  

And I will not remember their sins and their lawlessness any longer.  

18Now where these sins are forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.  

19Brothers, we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place through the blood 

of Jesus. 20It is a new and living way he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

his flesh. 21We also have a great priest over the house of God. 22So let us approach 

with a sincere heart, in the full confidence of faith, because our hearts have been 

sprinkled to take away a bad conscience, and our bodies have been washed with 

pure water. 23Let us hold on firmly to the confession of our hope without wavering, 

since he who promised is faithful.  

24Let us also consider carefully how to spur each other on to love and good 

works. 25Let us not neglect meeting together, as some have the habit of doing. 

Rather, let us encourage each other, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.   

please stand 

GOSPEL  Luke 22:7-20 

7The day of Unleavened Bread arrived, when it was necessary to sacrifice the 

Passover lamb. 8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go prepare the Passover for us, 

so that we may eat it.”  

9They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?”  

10He told them, “Just as you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will 

meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters. 11Tell the owner of the house, 

‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover 

with my disciples?”’ 12He will show you a large, furnished upper room. Make 

preparations there.” 13They went and found things just as he had told them, and 

they prepared the Passover.  
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14When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table with the twelve apostles. 
15He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer, 16for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 

God.”  

17He took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among 

yourselves, 18for I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 

the kingdom of God comes.”  

19He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 20In the same way, he took the cup after the supper, saying, “This cup is the 

new testament in my blood, which is being poured out for you.”  

be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior | 313 (1,3,5,7) 
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SERMON Matthew 26:20-30; Mark 14:17-26;  

 Luke 22:14-23; 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 

The Three Unions in Holy Communion 

please stand 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

M:  In his Small Catechism, Martin Luther summarizes what the Bible teaches about the 

institution, blessings, power, and proper reception of the Lord’s Supper, also called 

Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Altar. 

M:  What is the Sacrament of Holy Communion? 

C:  It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

M:  Where is this written? 

C:  The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the apostle Paul record Jesus’ 

words when he said, “This is my body… This is my blood.” 

M:  What blessing do we receive from such eating and drinking? 

C:  That is shown us by these words: “Given” and “poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.” Through these words we receive forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation in this sacrament. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is 

also life and salvation. 

M:  How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C:  It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the words 

“given” and “poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words are 

the main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating and drinking. And 
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whoever believes these words has what they plainly say, the forgiveness of 

sins. 

M:  Who, then, properly receives this sacrament? 

C:  Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he is 

properly prepared who believes these words: “Given” and “poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.”  But whoever does not believe these words or 

doubts them is not prepared, because the words “for you” require nothing 

but hearts that believe. 

be seated 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 
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please stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

PREPARATION 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M:  Let us prepare and lift up our hearts.  Do you believe that you are sinful and in 

need of forgiveness? 

C:  Yes, I believe. 

M:  Do you believe that in this sacrament Jesus gives you his body and blood? 

C:  Yes, I believe. 

M:  Do you believe, therefore, that in this sacrament you receive forgiveness of your 

sins, life, and salvation? 

C:  Yes, I believe, and I praise my God and Savior. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 

 

be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

 



12 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Take and Eat | 741 

soloist sings the verses; congregation joins for the refrains 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN I Come, O Savior, to Your Table | 310 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face | 315 
as needed 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Lord Jesus, as we face death, turn our thoughts to your body, broken for us, and 

your blood, spilled for us. Let us rise as you have risen from the dead, to walk with 

you forever in the land of the living. We call on your name as we pray the prayer 

you taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing | 318 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 
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Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

HOLY WEEK CONTINUES AT ST. PAUL’S 

Friday, April 15, @ 1:30 & 7:00 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

 

Saturday, April 16, @ 10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt @ St. Paul’s School 

 

Sunday, April 17, @ 6:30 am  Easter Worship with Communion 

@ 7:30 am Easter Breakfast 

@ 9:00 am Easter Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


