
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEVEN CRUCIAL LAST WORDS 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

April 15, 2022 

THE SERVICE OF DARKNESS 

On Good Friday, the Christian Church remembers the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus. Although our 

remembrance is solemn, it is not a message of gloom.  It is a message of adoration toward Jesus, 

the Lamb of God.  On this day almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus offered up his life as the atoning 

sacrifice for the sins of the world.  

The Service of Darkness—often called Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”)—guides us to reflect deeply 

on Jesus’ sufferings for our sake as well as the great cost of our forgiveness.  Tonight’s service is 

centered on the last seven “words” (statements) Jesus made from the cross.  With each word Jesus 

spoke, we come to a deeper appreciation of his love and his heart for us sinners. 

On the altar burn seven candles along with the Christ Candle. The candles will be extinguished as 

the service progresses, one after each of Jesus’ seven last words is read. At the end of the service, 

the Christ Candle is removed from the chancel, leaving the sanctuary in tenebrae for silent prayer.  

The service is closed by a loud sound, called the strepitus (Latin for “crash” or “loud noise”). The 

strepitus has been interpreted by worshippers in a number of ways. Some see it as a symbol to 

remind us of the stone that was rolled in front of Jesus’ tomb to shut it; others see it as a 

statement of the cataclysmic nature of Christ’s sacrifice; still others view it as foreshadowing the 

rending of Christ’s tomb at his resurrection on Easter morning.  

The Christ Candle, which is still burning, is returned to its place at the end of the service before 

the congregation departs the church, leaving a symbolic glimmer of gospel hope pointing 

forward to Easter morning amidst the darkness that necessitated Good Friday. 

 

Please note: The mood of the service is most solemn, encouraging worshipers to reflect deeply 

upon their own lives in the light of the suffering of our Lord.  No closing blessing is pronounced 

and the congregation exits the church in silence.  
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THE CRUCIAL HOURS 
The Crucial Hours ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that demonstrate the 

thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and depth of his love for us, and the strength of 

his union with us. 

SILENT MEDITATION 

OPENING HYMN  O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head | 118 

 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, through the suffering and death of your only Son, you paid for our 

sins. God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus 

Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and 

suffer death upon the cross.  Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 22, p.71 

 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?* 

Why are you so far from saving me? 

 

I am a worm and not a man,* 

scorned by men and despised by the people. 

 

All who see me mock me;* 

they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

 

“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.* 

Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 
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My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks  

to the roof of my mouth;* 

you lay me in the dust of death. 

 

A band of evil men has encircled me,* 

they have pierced my hands and my feet. 

 

They divide my garments among them* 

and cast lots for my clothing. 

 

But you, O LORD, be not far off;* 

O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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The Seven Crucial Last Words 

The Seven Last Words of Jesus are read in sequence. Each will be preceded by a short devotion. After each word, 

a candle on the altar is extinguished, followed by a time for silent meditation, a prayer, and one verse of a 

hymn (#119 and #120). 

THE FIRST WORD  Luke 23:32-34 

32Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with Jesus to be executed. 
33When they came to the place called The Skull, they crucified him there with the 

criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his 

garments among them.  

The first candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

M: Almighty God, through the suffering and death of your only Son, you paid for our 

sins. Give us a deep hatred of sin. Grant us a tender spirit toward sinners, and help 

us to forgive those who have sinned against us. Teach us to confess our own sin 

and to trust fully in your Son’s sacrifice for forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation sings:  Were You There | 119 (1) 

(short musical intro) 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
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THE SECOND WORD  Luke 23:35-43 

35The people stood watching. The rulers were ridiculing him, saying, “He saved 

others. Let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, the Chosen One!”  

36The soldiers also made fun of him. Coming up to him, they offered him sour 

wine, 37saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”  

38There was also an inscription written above him: “This is the King of the Jews.”  

39One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren’t you 

the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  

40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God, since you are under 

the same condemnation? 41We are punished justly, for we are receiving what we 

deserve for what we have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.”  

43Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in paradise.”  

The second candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

M: Almighty God, as your Son suffered for our salvation he forgave the thief on the 

cross. Look on us, too, with mercy and compassion. Bless us with a firm faith in 

your promises, humble repentance over our sins, and the strength to confess your 

Son before others. Wash us in his blood that we may share in your glory forever; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation sings:  Were You There | 119 (2) 

(no musical intro) 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
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THE THIRD WORD  John 19:25-27 

25Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene were standing near the cross. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is 

your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that time 

this disciple took her into his own home.  

The third candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

M: Almighty God, your Son demonstrated perfect obedience to your commandments 

and perfect love for others by placing his mother in the care of his beloved disciple. 

Purify our attitudes and pour out your blessing on our homes and relationships. By 

your Spirit, fashion your church on earth to be a reflection of the heavenly family 

into which you have adopted us, and bring us at last to your heavenly home above; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation sings:  Were You There | 119 (3) 

(no musical intro) 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

THE FOURTH WORD  Matthew 27:45,46 

45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, there was darkness over all the land. 
46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

The fourth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 
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M: Almighty God, you poured out your wrath against our sin on your own Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who bitterly suffered alone and experienced the anguish of hell in 

our place. Be with us when we feel despair and loneliness, and use your Word to 

transform our sorrows into a greater trust in you. We pray for all who experience 

alienation, oppression, and loneliness. Comfort and support them also with your 

presence, and let them find their rest in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation sings:  What Wondrous Love Is This | 120 (1) 

(short musical intro) 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

THE FIFTH WORD  John 19:28,29 

28After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill the 

Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” 29A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they put 

a sponge soaked in sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth.   

The fifth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

M: Almighty God, your Son thirsted and experienced pain for us. Kindle in our hearts a 

thirst for you that we may love and serve you always and strive to lead others to 

find their rest in you. Remember, O Lord, all the sick and dying. Deliver them from 

pain, and grant them peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation sings:  What Wondrous Love Is This | 120 (2) 

(no musical intro) 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, continued… 
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When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

THE SIXTH WORD  John 19:30a 

30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished.”  

The sixth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

M: Almighty God, your Son proclaimed the perfect fulfillment of his work as he bowed 

his thorn-crowned head. By your Spirit, work in us the grace of your salvation that 

we may always find our peace in your Son’s completed mission. And whatever 

good work you have begun in us, continue it throughout our days that we may be 

faithful confessors of your perfect gift of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation sings:  What Wondrous Love Is This | 120 (3) 

(no musical intro) 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

THE SEVENTH WORD  Luke 23:46 

46Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

When he had said this, he breathed his last.  

The seventh candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 
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M: Almighty God, your Son gave up his precious life to atone for sin and conquer the 

powers of evil. Grant us the power to live in your name. Do not forsake us in our 

hour of need. Confirm our faith, deepen our repentance, and strengthen us with 

your body and blood, that we may we come to your eternal heavenly rest; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation sings:  What Wondrous Love Is This | 120 (4) 

(no musical intro) 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 
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HYMN  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | 125 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  Psalm 51 

The minister speaks Psalm 51—the same psalm that was used in worship on the first day of Lent, Ash 

Wednesday—as a confession of sins on behalf of the congregation. 

1Be gracious to me, God,  

according to your mercy.  

Erase my acts of rebellion  

according to the greatness of your compassion.  
2Scrub me clean from my guilt.  

Purify me from my sin.  
continued… 
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3For I admit my rebellious acts.  

My sin is always in front of me.  
4Against you, you only, have I sinned,  

and I have done this evil in your eyes.  

So you are justified when you sentence me.  

You are blameless when you judge.  
5Certainly, I was guilty when I was born.  

I was sinful when my mother conceived me.  

6Since you desire truth on the inside,  

in my hidden heart you teach me wisdom.  

7Remove my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean.  

Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  
8Let me hear joy and gladness.  

Let the bones you have crushed celebrate.  
9Hide your face from my sins.  

Erase all my guilty deeds.  
10Create in me a pure heart, O God.  

Renew an unwavering spirit within me.  
11Do not cast me from your presence.  

Do not take your Holy Spirit from me.  
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation.  

Sustain me with a willing spirit.  

13I will teach rebels your ways,  

and sinners will turn to you.  
14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,  

the God who saves me.  

My tongue will shout for joy about your righteousness.  
15Lord, open my lips,  

and my mouth will declare your praise.  
16For you do not delight in sacrifice,  

or I would give it.  

You do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  
17The sacrifices God wants are a broken spirit.  

A broken and crushed heart, O God, you will not despise.  
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18As it pleases you, do good for Zion.  

Build up the walls of Jerusalem.  
19Then you will be pleased with righteous sacrifices,  

burnt offerings and whole offerings.  

Then bulls will be offered up on your altar.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

M: Hear us, merciful Father, as we pray in your Son’s holy name: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN  Rest, O Christ, From All Your Labor | 718 

 

 

  

 continued… 
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The Christ Candle is removed from the chancel, and the lights in the sanctuary are 

completely darkened, leaving the church in darkness for silent meditation. 

 

A message of hope and a loud noise break the silence. 

 

The Christ Candle is returned to its place and the lights of the sanctuary are softly lit. 

 

Those who desire to do so may remain for silent prayer and meditation.  May the Lord 

bless your meditation and your expectation of Jesus’ victory on Easter morning. 

 

The congregation departs in silence. 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

The Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord 

Saturday, April 16, @ 10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt @ St. Paul’s School 

  

 

Sunday, April 17, @ 6:30 am  Easter Worship with Communion 

@ 7:30 am Easter Breakfast 

@ 9:00 am Easter Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


