
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WITNESS IS VICTORIOUS OVER RESTRAINT 
Second Sunday of Easter
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

April 24, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Risen Savior, there are so many things that try to prevent me from sharing the message of your 

empty tomb and the victory it confirms.  Forgive me for giving into worldly pressure, into my own 

doubts, and into my own fear.  Remind me today of the confidence I can have in not only 

believing your resurrection but also sharing the message of it with others.  Make my witness 

victorious over my restraint.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
God’s people gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement in Christ. Divine Service I 

therefore focuses us on the glory of Christ and his Word. 

CHIMES CHOIR St. Paul’s Lutheran School 

OPENING HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Lives | 153 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

HYMN  He Is Arisen! Glorious Word | 162 

(short musical intro) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word 

of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with 

the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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be seated 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 5:12,17-32 

12Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of 

the apostles. With one mind, they all continued meeting in Solomon’s Colonnade.  

17The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that is, the party of the 

Sadducees), because they were filled with envy. 18They arrested the apostles and 

put them in the public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened 

the doors of the prison, brought them out, and said, 20“Go, stand in the temple and 

keep on telling the people the whole message about this life.” 21After they heard 

this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began to teach.  

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the 

Sanhedrin (that is, the whole council of elders of the people of Israel). Then they 

sent orders to the jail to have the apostles brought in. 22But when the officers 

arrived, they did not find them in the prison. They returned and reported, 23“We 

found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when 

we opened them, we found no one inside!” 24When the captain of the temple 

guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were puzzled about them, 

wondering what could have happened.  

25Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put in prison 

are standing in the temple courts and teaching the people.”  

26Then the captain went with the officers and brought the apostles in without 

force, because they were afraid that the people might stone them. 27After they 

brought them in, they had them stand before the Sanhedrin. The high priest asked 

them, 28“Did we not give you strict orders not to teach in this name? Look, you 

have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring this 

man’s blood down on us!”  

29But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The 

God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a 

cross. 31God exalted him to his right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance 

to Israel and the forgiveness of sins. 32We are witnesses of these things, and so is 

the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”  
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 16, p.68 

 

Keep me safe, O God,* 

for in you I take refuge. 

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 

apart from you I have no good thing.” 

I have set the LORD always before me.* 

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 

Refrain 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 

my body also will rest secure, 

because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 

nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

You have made known to me the path of life;* 

you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6 

2:12When I came to Troas to proclaim the gospel of Christ and a door was 

opened for me by the Lord, 13I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find my 

brother Titus there. So I said good-bye to them and went on to Macedonia.  

14But thanks be to God, who always causes us to triumph in Christ and reveals 

the fragrance of his knowledge through us in every place. 15Yes, we are the 

fragrance of Christ for God among those who are being saved and among those 

who are perishing. 16To some we are the odor of death that is a prelude to death, 

to the others the fragrance of life that is a prelude to life. And who is qualified for 

these things? 17To be sure, we are not like many who peddle the word of God for 

profit. Instead, in Christ we speak with sincerity in the sight of God, as men from 

God.  

3:1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some 

people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2You yourselves are our 

letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone. 3It is clear that you are a 

letter from Christ, delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 

living God, not on stone tablets but on tablets that are hearts of flesh.  

4Such is the confidence we have through Christ before God. 5Not that we are 

competent by ourselves to claim that anything comes from us; rather, our 

competence is from God. 6He also made us competent as ministers of a new 

testament (not of letter, but of spirit). For the letter kills, but the spirit gives life.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  John 20:29b 

Alleluia.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.  Alleluia. 

please stand 

GOSPEL  John 20:19-31 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together 

behind locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among 

them, and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
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21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I 

am also sending you.” 22After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  

24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the 

Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger 

into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.”  

26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with 

you,” he said. 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my 

hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but 

believe.”  

28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  

29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  

30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that 

are not written in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 
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be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks | 154 
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SERMON 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6 

You Are a Confident, Smelly Letter of Christ 

please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

 

continued… 
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be seated 

OFFERING 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: God of all grace, we thank you for the gift of eternal life in your Son.  By the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead and by the faithful testimony of the apostles, 

you have assured us that our faith stands on a sure and solid foundation. 

C: Though we do not see Jesus with our physical eyes, help us see him with the 

eyes of faith.   

M: Through your Holy Spirit, breathe on your Church that it may faithfully proclaim the 

gospel of our risen Savior with courage and diligence in all lands and to all people.  

Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly light of your Word, and so 

keep us in the one and only true faith. 

C: Preserve us from all assaults on our souls, deliver us from doubt and despair, 

and preserve us from worldly wisdom and false teaching. 

M: Forgive the sins of your people.  Strengthen the doubting and faithless.  

C: Bring back the forgetful and wayward, and comfort the anxious and the 

distressed. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
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M: As we go from this holy place today, grant peace and rest to us all.   

C: We pray this in the name of Christ our Lord, who also taught us to pray… 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  His Battle Ended There | 146 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 

and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  The Day of Resurrection | 166 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REPENTANCE FUELING (BIBLE STUDY) CONTINUES   

Sunday School and Bible Study:  A Mercy-Full Message: Jesus loves us and helps us love others. 

Midweek Bible Study (Tues. 7pm; Wed. 9am):  The Book of Zechariah 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING   

Our next quarterly voters’ meeting is today, April 24, at 11:15 am.   

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL   

If you or someone you know would be interested in Christian education for their child(ren) in 

grades PreK through 8th grade next year, our school is currently accepting applications for 

enrollment.  You can find information about our school and an online application form on our 

website.  Please also contact Pastor Groth to set up a tour. 

MICHAELA (JOHNSON) ZABELL’S GRADUATION   

To thank the congregation of St. Paul’s for the prayers, support and encouragement of our 

daughter, Michaela Zabell, we invite you to a Graduation Celebration on Sunday, May 15th, from 

1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at our home, 204 18th Avenue North, Bangor. Michaela is graduating from 

Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN with Bachelor of Science degrees in Elementary Education 

and Parish Music. We, along with Isaiah & Michaela, are looking forward to seeing you on Sunday, 

May 15th. A luncheon will be served. No gifts, please. (Graduation and call placement ceremonies 

will be livestreamed at Livestream.com/MLC-streams on Sat., May 14.) 

--Michael & Marilyn Johnson 

HOST AN MLC STUDENT   

The Martin Luther College Wind Symphony will be playing at First Lutheran in La Crosse on 

Sunday, May 15, during First’s morning worship services.  They’ll be arriving at the First Lutheran 

parking lot on Saturday, May 14, at about 9:00 pm.  If you’re able to pick up and host some of 

these college students for the night and bring them to church the next morning by 7:00 am, 

please contact Tina Johnson at 608-317-1471 (call or text). 
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SPECIAL MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITY   

Luther High School’s Operating Budget goes well beyond the normal operating budget. It allows 

Luther High School, through its dedicated faculty, to share the Gospel of our Savior each and 

every day. Our students are reminded of the grace we have all received in Christ. That is the 

Operating Budget, that is why Luther exists, and that is why we need your prayers and support.  

From March 1 through July 1, 2022, every gift given to the Operating Budget will be matched 

dollar for dollar up to $60,000! This special opportunity will allow the ministry and mission of 

Luther High School to continue to provide quality Christ-centered education each and every day. 

WELS TASTE OF MISSIONS   

Taste of Missions is June 11, 2022! Join in person at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, WI, 

OR online to get a “taste of missions” no matter where you might be around the world. Look 

forward to a fun day of worship, ethnic food offerings, and family-friendly fellowship with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ. Find all the details and register at tasteofmissions.com. 

CAMP WHITEWATER   

Registration for Camp Whitewater is now open! Each year this camp is held at Whitewater State 

Park, near St. Charles, MN. There are 2 separate weeks of camp. The dates for camp this year are 

July 12-17 and July 19-24. Go to campwhitewater.org to download all the forms needed to 

register. The cost for camp this year remains at $160. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL JOB OPPORTUNITY    

Luther High School is looking for a full-time custodian.  Primary duties are to perform routine 

custodial duties as required, to include sweeping, mopping, vacuuming, cleaning walls, floors, 

carpets, using cleaning equipment and expendable cleaning supplies. Secondary duties include 

stripping and waxing floors, hallway painting as needed, assisting with other projects. Job duties 

may be performed in all buildings or facilities. Compensation is $14-$17/hour based on 

experience, with benefits.  Applications are available in the Luther High School office and online at 

lutherhigh.org.  Candidates may submit their application and resume to the Luther High School 

office. Questions and requests regarding application can be directed via email at 

johndona@luther.k12.wi.us or phone at 608-386-4753. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS   

The flowers on the altar today have been placed in memory of Natalie Jean Lochen by her family 

Andy, Janel, Aryn, and Ryan Lochen. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $161,115.68 

Received Last Week: $13,692.78  Rec’d to Date: $140,270.57 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

Maundy Thursday: 140 (Live Stream: 12) 

Good Friday, 1:30 pm: 137     7:00 pm: 110 (Live Stream: 15) Total: 247 

Easter Sunday, 6:30 am: 138 (Live Stream: 16)     9:00 am: 182     Total: 320 
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:15 am Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 

MONDAY 5:00 pm Bible Information Class 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 5:00 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 7:00 pm School Accreditation Meeting 

THURSDAY 2:00 pm Ladies Aid Meeting 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


