
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUSED LIVING PROPERLY VALUES EARTHLY WEALTH 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

July 31 & August 1, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord of Armies, everything in this world is yours.  Help me see my sin today in the times I forget 

that I am simply caring for the things you have given me.  Wash me in the blood of your Son, the 

most precious thing I have in all the world, also given graciously by you.  Refocus me on the ways 

I can honor you with the earthly treasures in my care.  In the Righteous One I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
God’s people gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement in Christ. Divine Service I 

therefore focuses us on the glory of Christ and his Word. 

OPENING HYMN Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul | 238 

 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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HYMN All Glory Be to God Alone | 262 (1,2) 

(short musical intro) 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant 

us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become 

partakers of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14; 2:18-26 

1:2“Nothing but vapor,” Ecclesiastes said. “Totally vapor. Everything is just vapor 

that vanishes.”  

12I, Ecclesiastes, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my heart to 

seek out and explore with wisdom everything done under the sky. (What a 

burdensome task God has given the children of Adam to keep them busy!) 14I have 

seen all the actions done under the sun, and, look, it is all nothing but vapor. It is all 

chasing the wind. 

2:18I also hated all the results of my hard work, for which I worked so hard under 

the sun, since I must leave it all to the man who comes after me. 19And who 

knows—will he be wise, or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the results of my 

hard work, for which I worked so hard and so wisely, under the sun. This too is 

vapor that vanishes.  

20So I changed my course, and my heart began to despair over all my hard work 

at which I worked so hard under the sun. 21Sure, there may be a man who has 

worked hard—wisely, aptly, and skillfully. But he must hand over whatever he 

accumulated by all his hard work to a man who has not worked hard for it. This too 

is vapor. It’s so unfair! 22For what does a man gain through all his hard work, 

through all the turmoil in his heart, as he works so hard under the sun?  

23Pain fills all his days. His occupation is frustration. Even at night his heart does 

not rest. This too is vapor.  

24There is nothing better for a man than to eat and to drink and to find joy in 

his work. This too, I saw, is from God’s hand. 25For who can eat or enjoy himself 

apart from him? 26Yes, God gives wisdom, knowledge, and happiness to the man 

whom he considers good, but to the person who goes on sinning God gives the 

task of gathering and collecting, but only so that he can give it all to a person 

whom God considers good. This too is vapor, nothing but chasing wind.  

 



7 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 90, p.99 

 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place* 

throughout all generations. 

 

Before the mountains were born 

or you brought forth the earth and the world,* 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 

For a thousand years in your sight are like a day  

that has just gone by,* 

or like a watch in the night. 

 

Refrain 

 

You have set our iniquities before you,* 

our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

 

You turn mortals back to dust.* 

You sweep them away in the sleep of death. 

 

The length of our days is seventy years— 

or eighty, if we have the strength;* 

yet their span is but trouble and sorrow. 

 

Teach us to number our days aright,* 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

 

Refrain 
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Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,* 

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON  James 5:1–11 

1Come now, you who are rich, weep and cry aloud over the miseries that are 

going to come upon you. 2Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your 

clothes. 3Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will be evidence against 

you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have stored up treasure in these last days. 
4Listen, the wages that you failed to pay the workers who reaped your fields are 

crying out! And the cries of the harvesters have entered the ears of the Lord of 

Armies. 5You have lived for pleasure on the earth and led a life of luxury. You have 

fattened your hearts on the day of slaughter. 6You condemned and murdered the 

Righteous One. Does he not oppose you?  

7Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the 

farmer waits for the valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until 

it receives the early and late rain. 8You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts 

because the coming of the Lord is near.  

9Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. 

Look! The Judge is standing at the doors! 10Brothers, take the prophets who spoke 

in the name of the Lord as an example of suffering with patient endurance. 11See, 

we consider those who endured to be blessed. You have heard of the patient 

endurance of Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is 

especially compassionate and merciful.  
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VERSE OF THE DAY  Psalm 73:26 

Alleluia.  My flesh and my heart fail, but God is the rock of my heart and my 

portion forever.  Alleluia. 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:13-21 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

13Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a 

judge or an arbitrator over you?”  

15Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because 

a man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.”  

16He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 
17He was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to 

store my crops?’ 18He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and 

build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19And I will tell my 

soul, “Soul, you have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, 

and be merry.”’  

20“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from 

you. Now who will get what you have prepared?’  

21“That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.”   

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly | 484 

 

SERMON James 5:1-11 

The Judge Is at the Door! 
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please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

 

be seated 

OFFERING 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits from your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Lord God, open our eyes to the beauty of your created world. You made all things 

to nourish our lives and to fill us with wonder and joy.  

C:  Open our mouths to praise and thank you for your gifts. 

M:  For bountiful harvests, for the freedoms we enjoy, for family and friends, for all the 

blessings we receive, we give you thanks. We truly are blessed to have a God who 

meets and exceeds our every need.  

C:  As we are once again reminded of your goodness, lead us to give you the 

thanks you deserve.   

M:  Give us grateful hearts for fields, farmers, grocers, and many more who serve us by 

helping to provide the abundant earthly blessings that come to us each day.  

C:  Use these gifts to sustain us so that we can faithfully serve you and give you 

all glory with our bodies and minds. 

M:  Dear heavenly Father, we confess that we have often been guilty of taking your 

gifts for granted. We enjoy the blessing of clothing, shoes, and shelter without 

realizing that you have provided these blessings. When the clouds bring rain, we 

simply retreat to our houses and let the water run off the roof while we remain 

warm and dry. When the chilling wind blows, we reach for sweaters to stay warm. 

Our shoes keep our feet warm and dry. But we rarely stop to thank you for keeping 

us warm and comfortable. Such ingratitude only adds to the burden of guilt that 

makes us unworthy of these blessings.  

C:  Forgive our guilt for Jesus’ sake and help us to be grateful for warmth and 

shelter, remembering that you are the source of all our earthly blessings. 

M:  Lord God, our Creator and preserver, you have given us material wealth far more 

than we require for our basic needs. Preserve us from apathy, complacency, and 

selfishness. Keep us from so avidly pursuing prosperity that in gaining the world we 

lose our souls. Lead us to use wisely and for your glory the things you have 

entrusted to our care.  

C:  Make us always grateful for your generosity, and move us to share generously 

with others.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
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M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  We ask all this in your name, Jesus, since you are the greatest treasure we have. 

With grateful voices, we join together to pray as you taught us… 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 

HYMN  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | 125 

 



15 

please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 

and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Take the World, but Give Me Jesus | 355 

 
continued… 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 
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Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GIFT CARD SHOWER FOR THE LINDEMANNS  

We praise God for leading Mr. Jon Lindemann to accept our call to teach 7th and 8th grades and 

serve as vice principal and athletic director.  We’re collecting cards and gift cards to welcome the 

Lindemanns and aid in their transition to Bangor.  Please place your cards in the designated spot 

in the narthex.  

THAILAND PRESENATION    

Lydia Schultz is an evangelist who is serving the people in Thailand. She will present on the work 

of Friends Network, while focusing on the ministry happening in Chiang Mai, Thailand. You will 

learn more about who she is, what she enjoys, and the friends she has made. She will share the 

ways she has worked to bring the Gospel into these relationships. You will see in this presentation 

on Friends Network’s utilizes the method: meaningfully engage in culture and community, 

establish authentic relationships, and share the gospel.  

BANGOR FUN DAZE PARADE   

St. Paul’s will be manning a float in the Bangor Fun Daze Parade at noon on Sunday, August 14.  If 

you’re able to help set up and/or walk in the parade and hand out candy and church info, please 

let Bart Horstman or Pastor Groth know.  Kids of course are welcome to join us, too! 

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH   

Save the Date!  On Friday, August 26, at 5:30 pm, our PACE committee will be hosting a “Back to 

School Bash” at our school to help welcome the new school year for our students, families, and 

congregation members. Activities will include a variety of games, a bounce house, and face 

painting.  We will have a potluck at the event, so we request you bring a dish to pass. Utensils will 

be provided, please bring a beverage of choice. We request that this be a nut-free event. 

Sunday School students and families also encouraged to join in on the fun! 

BIBLE BASICS CLASS   

Our next Bible Basics class (also called the new member class or Bible Information Class) will be 

coming up this fall.  Pastor Groth is looking to schedule the class, so if you or anyone you know is 

interested, please sign up on the bulletin board in the church lobby and mark whether you’d 

prefer to meet on Sunday evening or Monday evening. Long-time members are also invited, as 

it's always a good refresher of the foundations of our faith.  www.stpaulsbangor.com/new/bic 
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HELP ST. PAUL’S FINANCIALLY WITH SCRIP   

Purchase gift cards to pay for everyday (and not-so-everyday) expenses. Anyone can purchase the 

cards and then you designate who gets the scrip credit.  You can designate a specific family or the 

credit will go to the general fee assistance fund (75% of the profit that our school receives from 

the sale of each card will be directly applied to any student’s tuition, with the other 25% to our 

school’s Discretionary Fund to help cover general school needs as well as fund to be able to have 

gas/grocery cards on hand).  Families will then be able to use the credit that was built up over the 

year (July 1 - June 30) and can choose to apply that credit towards next school year’s tuition.   

Paper order forms are located in the church entryway and the scrip box is located in the 

basement.  There is also a scrip box at school outside the office.  Orders are due the 15th of each 

month.  You can also order through the RaiseRight app.  You would need to contact Janel to get 

our school enrollment code to get connected.  

Any questions please contact Janel Lochen 608-386-4243 or scrip@stpaulsbangor.com 

OUTDOOR CONCERT WITH KOINE   

St. Paul’s-Tomah (525 Superior Ave) will be hosting a free outdoor concert featuring the well-

known WELS-originating music group KOINE today, July 31, 2022, at 6:00 pm. A free meal will be 

served starting at 5:00 pm in the church parking lot. The entire community is invited to attend. 

Brats and hot dogs will be provided. Bring a lawn chair or blanket. If the weather is bad, we’ll 

move everything inside. 

LUTHER STUDENT TEACHER HOST FAMILIES NEEDED    

Two Martin Luther College student teachers will serve at Luther High School from October 

through December. Principal Punzel is looking for two area families that would be willing to host 

our student teachers. Host families will need to provide a bedroom and meals for the student 

teacher. Host families are reimbursed through Martin Luther College for their expenses. If you are 

interested in serving as a host family, please contact Principal Phil Punzel at 

punzphil@luther.k12.wi.us. 

OWLS CONVENTION   

The Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors (OWLS) cordially invites you to join them for their 

annual convention. This year’s convention will be held at the Stoney Creek Hotel & Convention 

Center, 3060 South Kinney Coulee Road, Onalaska, WI 54650, from October 10-13, 2022.  Area 

church members, age 55 and up, may wish to attend the daytime and early evening events and 

commute from home each day instead of staying at the hotel. Full details can be found by going 
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to www.csm.welsrc.net/download-csm/owls-convention/.  Scroll down to DOWNLOADABLE 

RESOURCES, including the Schedule, Workshops and Presentations, and Registration. Discounts 

are available before September 10, 2022. 

WELS 2022 SINGLES RETREAT   

Did you know that November 11 is International Singles Day? We invite you to join us at the 2022 

WELS/ELS Singles Retreat on November 11-13 at Camp Phillip, Wisconsin for a weekend of fun 

and fellowship. For more information about the event and to register check out our webpage: 

wels-els-singles.com/2022-retreat. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $302,091.90 

Received Last Week: $6,017.37  Rec’d to Date: $256,040.75 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 106     Livestream Peak: 17 10:00 am: 62     Monday: 38     Total: 223 

 

CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 10:00 am Worship 

MONDAY 7:00 pm Worship 

WEDNESDAY 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Presentation on Ministry in Thailand 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


