
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERVE GOD WITH MONEY; 

YOU CAN’T SERVE GOD AND MONEY 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

September 18, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord of the universe, you are the God who opens his hand and provides for every living thing.  I 

praise you for the daily blessings you have bestowed upon me.  Forgive me for the times and 

ways I forsake you for the riches you have given me.  Refocus me today on the heavenly riches 

you’ve promised to me as the sole focus of my life and how I can help others have the same.  I 

pray in my Savior-King’s name, Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
Service of Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the 

gospel in the Scripture readings as well as in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

CHOIR Praise, O Praise Our God and King 

OPENING HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus | 169 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise   

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, 

O Christ.  

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care:  

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.  



6 

O LORD, OUR LORD  

(no musical intro)  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help 

us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

be seated  
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 

10Anyone who loves money is never satisfied with money, and anyone who 

loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is vanishing vapor.  

11When goods increase, so do those who eat them. What profit, then, does the 

owner get, except to see these things with his eyes?  

12The worker’s sleep is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but a rich person’s 

abundant possessions allow him no sleep.  

13I have seen a sickening evil under the sun—wealth hoarded by its owner to his 

own harm, 14or wealth that is lost in a bad investment. Or a man fathers a son, but 

he has nothing left in his hand to give him. 15As he came out from his mother’s 

womb, so he will go again, naked as he came. From his hard work he can pick up 

nothing that he can carry away in his hand. 16This too is a sickening evil: Just as he 

came, so he will go. So what does he gain, he who works for the wind? 17Besides 

this, during all his days he eats in darkness, with great frustration, sickness, and 

anger.  

18So then, here is what I have seen to be good: It is beautiful to eat, to drink, 

and to look for good in all a person’s hard work which he has done under the sun, 

during the few days of his life that God has given him, for that is his reward. 
19Likewise, for everyone to whom God has given wealth and riches, if God has also 

given him ability to eat from it, to enjoy his reward, and to rejoice in the results of 

his hard work—this is a gift of God, 20for the man seldom reflects on the days of his 

life, since God keeps him busy with the joy in his heart.  
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SECOND LESSON  1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 

6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the 

world, and we certainly cannot take anything out. 8But if we have food and 

clothing, with these we will be satisfied.  

9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish 

and harmful desires, which plunge them into complete destruction and utter ruin. 
10For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evils. By striving for money, some 

have wandered away from the faith and have pierced themselves with many pains.  

17Instruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or to put 

their hope in the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who richly supplies us 

with all things for our enjoyment. 18Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good 

works, to be generous and willing to share. 19In this way they are storing up for 

themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 

hold of that which is truly life. 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Luke 16:1-13 

1Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager who 

was accused of wasting his possessions. 2The rich man called him in and said to 

him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give an account of your management, 

because you can no longer be manager.’  

3“The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since my master is taking away 

the management position from me? I am not strong enough to dig. I am ashamed 

to beg. 4I know what I will do, so that when I am removed from my position as 

manager, people will receive me into their houses.’  

5“He called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked the first, ‘How 

much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of olive oil.’ He said 

to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and write three hundred.’ 7Then he said to 

another, ‘How much do you owe?’ And he said, ‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.’ He 

said to him, ‘Take your bill and write four hundred and eighty.’  

8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted  

continued… 
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shrewdly. For the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own 

generation than the children of the light are. 9I tell you, make friends for yourselves 

with unrighteous mammon, so that when it runs out, they will welcome you into 

the eternal dwellings. 10The person who is faithful with very little is also faithful with 

much. And the person who is unrighteous with very little is also unrighteous with 

much. 11So if you have not been faithful with unrighteous mammon, who will 

entrust you with what is really valuable? 12If you have not been faithful with what 

belongs to someone else, who will give you something to be your own? 13No 

servant can serve two masters. Indeed, either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

both God and mammon.”  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Crown Him with Many Crowns | 341 
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SERMON Luke 16:1-13 

Keep an Eternal Focus 

please stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
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Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 

OFFERING 

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Just test me in this, says the 

LORD of Armies. See whether I do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you, until 

there is more than enough” (Malachi 3:10). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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please stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

M: The Lord be with you.  

 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 

children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and 

the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who 

sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for 

ever and ever. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

(no musical intro) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 

 

be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  I Leave All Things to God’s Direction | 414 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN If God Himself Be for Me | 419 

 

continued… 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN O God, My Faithful God | 459 
as needed 
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please stand 

Thanksgiving 

THANK THE LORD 

(short musical intro) 
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PRAYER 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow | 334 

 

 

 



21 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY  

Sunday School and Sunday adult Bible study take place between services, with Sunday School in 

the sanctuary and Bible study in the basement.  It’s an easy way for parents to both have their 

kids in the Word and get in the Word themselves at the same time.  Both will cover the same 

portions of Scripture each week, which also allows for good application at home throughout the 

week.  For parents with small children who aren’t quite old enough for Sunday School yet, there’s 

also the Kids Corner in the basement that the kids can use during study.  “Grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory, both now and forever. Amen” (2 

Peter 3:18).    

CHURCH DIRECTORY   

Church directories are in!  If you had your pictures taken or if you submitted pictures to the 

church directory committee, your complimentary copy of the 2022 St. Paul’s church directory can 

be found in the church basement.  Once you grab your copy, please cross your name off of the 

list provided near the box of directories.  If you did not have your pictures taken or submit a 

picture, please speak with Sue Gollnik or Mary Schmidt to purchase one of the extra copies. 

MIDWEEK STUDY – 10 LIES ABOUT GOD   

Our first midweek Bible study this fall is entitled 10 Lies About God.  The study provides Bible-

based responses to common but inaccurate teachings about God to help participants defend 

their faith in a secular society.  Professor David Scharf explains how these inaccurate beliefs distort 

your relationship with God and offers loving, Bible-based corrections that participants can use in 

response.  

The study includes ten lessons to help participants respond to false teachings about God and 

defend what the Bible teaches: 

Lesson 1: God Wants Me to Be Happy 

Lesson 2: There Are Many Ways in God’s Presence 

Lesson 3: God Has Grown Softer on Sin 

Lesson 4: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves 

Lesson 5: God Has Made Death a Natural Part of Life 

Lesson 6: A God of Love Wouldn’t Send People to Hell 
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Lesson 7: It Doesn’t Matter How God Made the World 

Lesson 8: God is Distant and Disinterested in What Happens 

Lesson 9: I Don’t Need the Bible or Worship to Have a Relationship with God 

Lesson 10: God Doesn’t Judge Anyone, and Neither Should You 

Midweek Bible studies are Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm, with the same study repeated the following 

morning, Wednesdays at 9:00 am.  The study takes place in the church basement. 

COULEE REGION WELS YOUTH NIGHT   

On Sunday, October 16, from 6:00-8:30 pm, St. Paul's Onalaska will be hosting a Coulee Region 

WELS Youth Night.  Youth will experience an inspiring evening of games, music, prayer, Bible 

messages, small group discussion, and fun with high school youth (9th-12th grade) from all over 

the area.  If any young adults (age 18-24) are interested in volunteering to lead a small discussion 

group, or if you have any questions, contact Pastor Ben Schmudlach at schmudbs@gmail.com. 

MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE   

The annual Men of His Word Conference is Saturday, October 22, 2022, at the Mayo Civic Center 

in Rochester.  This year’s conference is entitled: “More than Conquerors.”  Pastor Joel Heckendorf 

will provide the keynote address.  Registration will remain open through October 16.  You can 

register at: https://2022-mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com. 

CAMM MONTHLY LETTER   

The Central Africa Medical Mission letter for September can be found printed in the lobby. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $372,580.01 

Received Last Week: $8,317.52  Rec’d to Date: $303,856.82 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 133     Live Stream Peak: 20     10:00 am: 90     Total: 243    

Sunday Bible Study: 38     Sunday School: 13     Midweek Bible Study:  34 
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 5:00 pm Bible Basics Class 

TUESDAY 10:00 am Mornings with Mommy 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 7:00 pm Accreditation Committee Meeting 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 5:00 pm Bible Basics Class 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 
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WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


