
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AS REDEEMER 

First Sunday in Advent
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

November 27, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, you came to redeem me and give me new life.  I still can feel ensnared by my sin, so 

pronounce my freedom to me once again today so that I may take it to heart.  Empower me to 

throw off the fetters of sin and prepare me to celebrate again your coming in the flesh to win my 

freedom.  In your redeeming name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
God’s people gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement in Christ. Divine Service I 

therefore focuses us on the glory of Christ and his Word. 

OPENING HYMN The Advent of Our King | 1 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are | 27 (1) 

(short musical intro) 

O Jesus, Lamb of God, you are 

My comfort and my guiding star; 

I come, a sinner, trustingly 

And bring my many sins with me. 

CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

HYMN O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are | 27 (2) 

(no musical intro) 

O Lord, my sin indeed is great; 

I groan beneath the dreadful weight. 

Be merciful to me, I pray; 

Take guilt and punishment away. 
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ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

HYMN O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are | 27 (3) 

(no musical intro) 

Saint John the Baptist points to you 

And bids me cast my sin on you, 

For you have left your throne on high 

To suffer for the world and die. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us 

from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are | 27 (4) 

(no musical intro) 

Help me to change my ways, O Lord, 

And gladly to obey your Word. 

While here I live, abide with me, 

Then take me home eternally. 

be seated 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Leviticus 25:47-55 

47If a resident alien living among you prospers, and if your brother Israelite 

becomes so indebted to him that he is sold to that alien living among you or to 

that alien’s family, 48the Israelite who has been sold shall have the right to be 

redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him, 49or his uncle or his cousin may 

redeem him, or anyone from his immediate family or extended family may redeem 

him, or if he prospers, he may redeem himself. 50Together with his buyer, he shall 

calculate the elapsed time from the year that he was sold until the year of Jubilee, 

and the price to redeem him shall be based on that number of years. It shall be 

calculated as if he were a hired laborer. 51If there are still many years left, he shall 

pay the price of redemption proportionally to the years that have passed. 52If only a 

few years remain until the year of Jubilee, he shall calculate the redemption in this 

way: He shall pay the price of his redemption on the basis of his years of work, 53as 

if he were a worker hired year by year. You shall see to it that the owner does not 

rule over him harshly. 54If he has not been redeemed in any of these ways, he and 

his children with him shall become free in the year of Jubilee, 55because the 

Israelites are servants who really belong to me. They are my servants whom I freed 

from the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.  

SECOND LESSON  Titus 2:11-14 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. 12It trains 

us to reject ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live self-controlled, upright, and 

godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope, that is, the 

glorious appearance of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He gave himself 

for us, to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people who are 

his own chosen people, eager to do good works.  
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HYMN (8:00) Come, O Long-Expected Jesus | 6 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR (10:00) Glorify Thy Name | Grades 3-8  

please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 20:17-28 

17As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside; and on 

the way he said to them, 18“Look, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man 

will be handed over to the chief priests and experts in the law, and they will 

condemn him to death. 19They will hand him over to the Gentiles to mock, flog, and 

crucify him. On the third day he will be raised.”  

20Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to him with her sons, kneeling and 

asking something of him. 21He said to her, “What do you want?”  

She said to him, “Promise that in your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit, 

one on your right hand and one on your left hand.”  

continued… 
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22But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 

drink the cup that I am about to drink?”  

They said to him, “We are.”  

23He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit on my right hand 

and on my left hand is not for me to give; rather these places belong to those for 

whom they have been prepared by my Father.”  

24When the ten heard this, they were angry with the two brothers.  

25But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the nations 

lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26It will not be 

that way among you. Instead whoever wants to become great among you will be 

your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first among you will be your slave—28just 

as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.”  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, O Precious Ransom, Come | 8 

 

SERMON Titus 2:11-14 

Redeemed by the Grace of God 

 



10 

please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

 

be seated 

OFFERING 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise 

to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  Through your 

prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of 

their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter 

our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin.  Let this good news be our joy and 

strength.  Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines 

and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your 

Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  When Sinners See Their Lost Condition | 32 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 

and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | 12 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADVENT OUTREACH   

The Advent and Christmas season can be a difficult time for many people.  In fact, 64% of people 

with mental illness report holidays make their conditions worse.  This means we as God’s people 

have the perfect message of hope to share.  Is there someone you know who could use an invite 

to hear a message of peace and hope?  Is there someone you haven’t seen at church for a while 

who would benefit from being connected again?  Extend an invite.  Give them a call.  It can be as 

easy as sharing a pocket invite from the narthex or a Facebook post from our church.  What a 

wonderful season we have to spur us on in fulfilling the commission given to us by our Lord! 

MIDWEEK STUDY  

Our new midweek study starts up this week, called Lyrics of Love, a Bible study on the Song of 

Songs.  This is a creative study on Solomon’s Song of Songs divided into stanzas, measures, and 

notes.  It fosters discussion with a variety of questions.  The study covers the following five 

lessons: Prelude to Marriage, The Wedding Song, The Notes of Discord, The Song of 

Reconciliation, The Golden Oldies.  Join us as we look at a unique book of the Bible that provides 

a great picture of Christ and his bride, the Church. 

FRIENDSHIP TREE   

The Ladies Aid has put up a Friendship Tree in the narthex.  Feel free to bring something to place 

on the tree as a gift to someone else, and feel free to grab something from the tree for yourself! 

LADIES AID CHRISTMAS TEA   

The St. Paul's Ladies Aid would like to invite all ladies of the congregation to our Christmas Tea on 

Thursday, Dec. 8.  A sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the lobby.  The last day to 

RSVP will be Sunday, Nov 27.  

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM    

Join St. Paul, Tomah, Saturday, December 3, as they present “Journey to Bethlehem.” Live nativity 

tours start at 4:00, 4:30, 5:00, and 5:30 pm. Free supper in the Fellowship Hall, Christmas crafts, 

drawing for nativity sets, and live animals in the Bethlehem Barnyard. Everyone is welcome! 
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LIVE NATIVITY   

DON'T WANT TO STAND OUT IN THE COLD? Volunteer to help with dressing/finding people 

costumes or help with greeting/sign-in starting at 3:30 down at First Lutheran’s new ECE Building 

(420 West Ave. Lax). We will have someone there to show you what to do for each of those jobs 

so if you are interested this is the year to sign up for it. Helpers needed November 27 and 

December 3, 4, 10, 11, 17,18, 25.  Karen Bauer will be in the lobby to help you sign up, or you can 

contact Maria Johnson at 608-397-4810 or email Johnson.maria@live.com.   

SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS   

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Tomah is hosting a special service of Advent Lessons and Carols on 

Sunday, December 4, at 4:00 pm. The service entitled “Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” and will feature 

the combined choirs of St Paul’s Tomah and St John’s Sparta who will lead the service which is 

interspersed with Scripture readings and music. Much loved hymns and choral selections include 

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus,” “O Come O Come Emmanuel,” and the timeless choral classic 

by Manz “E'en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come.” La Crosse native Lloyd Harter will serve as organist 

for the service and will present an organ concert at 3:30 pm until the start of the service. Organ 

works by Bach, Brahms, and Distler are included.  St. Paul Lutheran is located at 525 Superior 

Avenue in Tomah. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT   

The 2023 WELS Coulee Women’s Retreat will be April 22, 2023, at Luther High School in Onalaska.  

This retreat provides an opportunity for WELS/ELS women and their friends to gather together, 

encourage each other with God’s Word, and go forth to share God’s Word with others. 

Registration forms and itinerary are available at www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat.  

A LUTHERAN RESPONSE TO EVOLUTION    

You can request 3 FREE print books (32-48 pages each).  Choose from 13 titles including, “Did 

Dinosaurs Roam the Earth?” “Conversation With an Atheist,” and “Christian Doctrine in Genesis.”  

Request yours at www.LutheranScience.org/FreeBooks or by writing to (include your address): 

Lutheran Science Institute, 13390 W. Edgewood Ave, New Berlin WI 53151.  This offer expires Feb. 

28, 2023.  Offer subject to change without notice. 
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OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $473,277.31 

Received Last Week: $5,543.72  Rec’d to Date: $374,959.39 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 156     Live Stream Peak: 24     10:00 am: 52     Total: 232 

Sunday Bible Study: 45     Sunday School: 12     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: -- 
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 5:00 pm Bible Basics Class 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 5:00 pm Bible Basics Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

From the manger 

to the grave, 
 

 

His mission 

is to save. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


