
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AS JUDGE 

Second Sunday in Advent



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

December 4, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, you came to be my Savior.  Someday you will come not in the lowliness seen at 

Christmas but in the glory as Judge of all.  Strike my heart today with John the Baptist’s message 

of warning, and help me see the high stakes of heeding that warning or not.  Bless my living to be 

focused on you that I may produce fruits in keeping with repentance.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
Service of Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the 

gospel in the Scripture readings as well as in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

CHOIR Advent Alleluia 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise   

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, 

O Christ.  

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care:  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give 

us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 

world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated  

CHOIR Speak, O Lord 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-10 

1A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse,  

and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.  
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him:  

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the Spirit of counsel and might,  

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  
3He will be delighted with the fear of the LORD.  

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,  

nor will he render decisions based on what he hears with his ears,  
4but with righteousness he will judge the poor,  

and he will render fair decisions in favor of the oppressed on the earth.  

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  

and with the breath from his lips he will put the wicked to death.  
5Righteousness will be the belt around his waist,  

and faithfulness the belt around his hips.  
continued… 
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6The wolf will dwell with the lamb,  

and the leopard will lie down with the young goat,  

the calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together,  

and a little child will lead them.  
7The cow and the bear will graze together,  

and their young ones will lie down together.  

The lion will eat straw like the cattle.  
8The nursing child will play near a cobra’s hole,  

and the weaned child will put his hand into a viper’s den.  
9They will not hurt or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain,  

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD,  

as the waters cover the sea.  

10This is what will take place on that day. The peoples will seek the Root of Jesse, 

who will be standing like a banner for the peoples, and his resting place will be 

glorious.  

SECOND LESSON  Romans 15:4–13 

4Indeed, whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that, 

through patient endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, we would have 

hope. 5And may God, the source of patient endurance and encouragement, grant 

that you agree with one another in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that with one 

mind, in one voice, you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

7For this reason, accept one another as Christ also accepted you to the glory of 

God. 8For I am saying that Christ became a servant of those who are circumcised for 

the sake of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs. 9He also did 

this so that the Gentiles would glorify God for his mercy, as it is written:  

For this reason I will praise you among the Gentiles,  

and I will sing to your name.  

10And again it says:  

Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.  

11And again:  

Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,  

and let all the peoples give him praise.  
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12And again Isaiah says:  

There will be a Root of Jesse,  

and he is the one who will rise up to rule the Gentiles;  

on him the Gentiles will place their hope.  

13Now may the God of hope fill you with complete joy and peace as you continue 

to believe, so that you overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1-12 

1In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 

and saying, 2“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!” 3Yes, this is he of 

whom this was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  

“Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.”  

4John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. 

His food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the 

region around the Jordan were going out to him. 6They were baptized by him in 

the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 7But when he saw many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring 

of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore produce fruit 

in keeping with repentance! 9Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for 

Abraham from these stones. 10Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. 

So every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance. But the one who comes after me is 

mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 

clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but he will burn 

up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry | 16 

 

SERMON Isaiah 11:1-10 

Rally to the Root in Repentance 

please stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 

OFFERING 

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Just test me in this, says the 

LORD of Armies. See whether I do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you, until 

there is more than enough” (Malachi 3:10). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

please stand 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

M: The Lord be with you.  

 

M: Lift up your hearts.  
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to 

bring light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have come 

the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 

Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and 

honor and glory for ever and ever. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

(no musical intro) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 

 

be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Comfort, Comfort All My People | 11 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding | 15 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN When All the World Was Cursed | 20 
 as needed 

 

continued… 
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please stand 

Thanksgiving 

THANK THE LORD 

(short musical intro) 
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PRAYER 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying | 13 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADVENT OUTREACH   

The Advent and Christmas season can be a difficult time for many people.  In fact, 64% of people 

with mental illness report holidays make their conditions worse.  This means we as God’s people 

have the perfect message of hope to share.  Is there someone you know who could use an invite 

to hear a message of peace and hope?  Is there someone you haven’t seen at church for a while 

who would benefit from being connected again?  Extend an invite.  Give them a call.  It can be as 

easy as sharing a pocket invite from the narthex or a Facebook post from our church.  What a 

wonderful season we have to spur us on in fulfilling the commission given to us by our Lord! 

MIDWEEK STUDY  

Our midweek Bible study, called Lyrics of Love, is a study on the unique and mysterious Song of 

Songs.  This is a creative study on Solomon’s Song of Songs divided into stanzas, measures, and 

notes.  It fosters discussion with a variety of questions.  Join us as we look at a unique book of the 

Bible that provides insight into godly marriage life and especially a great picture of Christ and his 

bride, the Church. 

FRIENDSHIP TREE   

The Ladies Aid has put up a Friendship Tree in the narthex.  Feel free to bring something to place 

on the tree as a gift to someone else, and feel free to grab something from the tree for yourself! 

SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS   

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Tomah is hosting a special service of Advent Lessons and Carols on 

Sunday, December 4, at 4:00 pm. The service entitled “Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” and will feature 

the combined choirs of St Paul’s Tomah and St John’s Sparta who will lead the service which is 

interspersed with Scripture readings and music. Much loved hymns and choral selections include 

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus,” “O Come O Come Emmanuel,” and the timeless choral classic 

by Manz “E'en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come.” La Crosse native Lloyd Harter will serve as organist 

for the service and will present an organ concert at 3:30 pm until the start of the service. Organ 

works by Bach, Brahms, and Distler are included.  St. Paul Lutheran is located at 525 Superior 

Avenue in Tomah. 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT   

The 2023 WELS Coulee Women’s Retreat will be April 22, 2023, at Luther High School in Onalaska.  

This retreat provides an opportunity for WELS/ELS women and their friends to gather together, 

encourage each other with God’s Word, and go forth to share God’s Word with others. 

Registration forms and itinerary are available at www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat.  

A LUTHERAN RESPONSE TO EVOLUTION    

You can request 3 FREE print books (32-48 pages each).  Choose from 13 titles including, “Did 

Dinosaurs Roam the Earth?” “Conversation With an Atheist,” and “Christian Doctrine in Genesis.”  

Request yours at www.LutheranScience.org/FreeBooks or by writing to (include your address): 

Lutheran Science Institute, 13390 W. Edgewood Ave, New Berlin WI 53151.  This offer expires Feb. 

28, 2023.  Offer subject to change without notice. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $483,347.04 

Received Last Week: $9,966.44  Rec’d to Date: $384,925.83 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 115     Live Stream Peak: 20     10:00 am: 95     Total: 230 

Sunday Bible Study: 35     Sunday School: 10     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 23     
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 5:00 pm Bible Basics Class 

TUESDAY 10:00 am Mornings with Mommy 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

THURSDAY 2:00 pm Ladies Aid Christmas Tea 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 6:30 pm PACE Meeting 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


