
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AS MESSIAH 

Third Sunday in Advent 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

December 11, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, you came as the long-promised Messiah for me.  In my doubts and fears, remind me 

of what was prophesied about you.  Prepare my heart again this week as I look forward to the 

celebration of the appearing of God’s Anointed One.  Keep my mind and my focus on the 

Scriptures you have fulfilled, especially the ones that reveal your heart for me and all people.  In 

your name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Don Frelitz  

 Christ Lutheran in West Salem 

Accompanist Irene Bakken  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

OPENING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come | 2 

 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 

(short musical intro) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 35:1-10 

1The wilderness and the desert will be glad.  
The wasteland of the Arabah will rejoice and blossom like a crocus.  

2It will bloom lavishly,  
and there will be great joy and singing.  

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it.  
It will be excellent like Carmel and Sharon.  

They will see the glory of the LORD,  
the majesty of our God.  

3Strengthen the weak hands,  
and make the shaky knees steady.  

4Tell those who have a fearful heart:  
Be strong.  
Do not be afraid.  
Look! Your God will come with vengeance.  
With God’s own retribution, he will come and save you.  

5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,  
and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged.  

6The crippled will leap like a deer,  
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.  

Waters will flow in the wilderness,  
and streams in the wasteland.  

7The burning sand will become a pool,  
and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water.  

There will be grass, reeds, and rushes where the haunts  
of jackals once lay.  

8A highway will be there,  
a road that will be called the holy way.  

The impure will not walk there.  
It will be reserved for those who walk in that holy way.  
Wicked fools will not wander onto it.  
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9No lion will be there,  
nor will any ferocious animal go up on it.  

They will not be found there,  
but only the redeemed will walk there.  

10Then those ransomed by the LORD will return.  
They will enter Zion with a joyful shout,  

and everlasting joy will crown their heads.  
Happiness and joy will overtake them,  

and sorrow and sighing will flee away.  

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 146, p.120 

 

Praise the LORD, O my soul.* 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

Do not put your trust in princes,* 

in mortal men, who cannot save. 

Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,* 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

Refrain 

The LORD gives food to the hungry,* 

the LORD sets prisoners free. 

The LORD gives sight to the blind,* 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 

The LORD watches over the outcast* 

and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 
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The LORD remains faithful forever.* 

He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON  James 5:7–11 

7Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the 

farmer waits for the valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until 

it receives the early and late rain. 8You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts 

because the coming of the Lord is near.  

9Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. 

Look! The Judge is standing at the doors! 10Brothers, take the prophets who spoke 

in the name of the Lord as an example of suffering with patient endurance. 11See, 

we consider those who endured to be blessed. You have heard of the patient 

endurance of Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is 

especially compassionate and merciful. 

VERSE OF THE DAY  Matthew 11:10 

Alleluia.  I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 

you.  Alleluia. 

(short musical intro) 
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please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 11:2–11 

2While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent 

two of his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for 

someone else?”  

4Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind 

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the gospel is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the one who 

does not take offense at me.”  

7As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8What did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? No, those who wear 

soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 

tell you! And he is much more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is 

written, ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 

way before you.’ 11Amen I tell you: Among those born of women there has not 

appeared anyone greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Arise, O Christian People | 14 
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SERMON Matthew 3:1-12 

John: Preparer of the Way 

1In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 

and saying, 2“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!” 3Yes, this is he of 

whom this was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  

“Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.”  

4John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. 

His food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the 

region around the Jordan were going out to him. 6They were baptized by him in 

the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 7But when he saw many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring 

of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore produce fruit 

in keeping with repentance! 9Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for 

Abraham from these stones. 10Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. 

So every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance. But the one who comes after me is 

mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 

clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but he will burn 

up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
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please stand 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

Thanksgiving   

OFFERING 

"I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I 

have freely offered all these things. Now with joy I see your people, who are present here to bring the offering 

freely to you" (1 Chronicles 29:17). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Come, dear Savior.  We long for your appearing!  Come to cheer us with your 

promises, as you once cheered your ancient people throughout their long night of 

waiting and watching. 

C: Come to restore our hope.   

M: Rouse us from the slumber of despair; lift our hearts from petty, earthbound goals; 

and direct our eyes above, from where you will soon come to make all things right 

again. 

C: Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin.   

M: Forgive us for the shameful way we have dishonored you and the selfish way we 

have dealt with one another.  Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless 

yearning to give ourselves to others, as you have given yourself for us. 

C: Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming.   

M: Do not permit a frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times 

to ponder and to wonder at your Word.  Set our hearts apart from the bustle and 

the clamor and the jostle of these days.   

C: Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in the manger, and keep hearts 

and minds undisturbed by the great throng that streams by uncaring. 

M: We pray also for those enduring great sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, 

and for those whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming.   

C: Comfort and strengthen them with the sweet peace of your love, and keep 

them in the way of peace by your Holy Word. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming! 

C:  We wait, we keep watch, and in you we put our hope.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You | 19 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  There Is a Redeemer | 747 

 

 

 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADVENT OUTREACH   

The Advent and Christmas season can be a difficult time for many people.  In fact, 64% of people 

with mental illness report holidays make their conditions worse.  This means we as God’s people 

have the perfect message of hope to share.  Is there someone you know who could use an invite 

to hear a message of peace and hope?  Is there someone you haven’t seen at church for a while 

who would benefit from being connected again?  Extend an invite.  Give them a call.  It can be as 

easy as sharing a pocket invite from the narthex or a Facebook post from our church.  What a 

wonderful season we have to spur us on in fulfilling the commission given to us by our Lord! 

MIDWEEK STUDY  

Our midweek Bible study, called Lyrics of Love, is a study on the unique and mysterious Song of 

Songs.  This is a creative study on Solomon’s Song of Songs divided into stanzas, measures, and 

notes.  It fosters discussion with a variety of questions.  Join us as we look at a unique book of the 

Bible that provides insight into godly marriage life and especially a great picture of Christ and his 

bride, the Church. 

FRIENDSHIP TREE   

The Ladies Aid has put up a Friendship Tree in the narthex.  Feel free to bring something to place 

on the tree as a gift to someone else, and feel free to grab something from the tree for yourself! 

CAMM LETTER   

Copies of December’s letter from the Central Africa Medical Mission are in the church lobby. 

REDWING FLYER   

Our new weekly school newsletter, the Redwing Flyer, will be printed each week and placed in the 

narthex or lobby.  It will also be linked each week in the weekly news blasts.  Go Redwings! 

MEMORIAL   

In memory of Charles Arndt, $1,000 has been donated to the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Endowment Fund. 
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ANNUAL MEETING AND NOMINATIONS    

Our 2023 annual meeting will be Sunday, January 15, at 11:15 am in the church basement.  The 

following is the list of men who have been nominated for service to the Lord at St. Paul’s (asterisk 

denotes an incumbent): 

Church Council: 

Jeff Bunker* 

Michael Johnson 

Timothy Johnson 

Bruce Wegner 

 

Stewardship-Evangelism: 

Jeff Anderson* 

Jon Engelbrecht 

Ben Horstman 

Blake Horstman 

Michael Horstman* 

Howard Larson 

Mark Larson 

Don Peterson*

Education Committee: 

Tyler Duerwachter 

Kris Hammes 

Skylar Holzhausen 

Jesse Kassera  

 

Finance: 

Pat Frederick 

Jeff Garves 

Dale Johnson 

John Schaller 

Nate Tucker 

Al Urbanek

 

Luther High Association 

(No expired terms this year) 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $493,416.77 

Received Last Week: $6,618.88  Rec’d to Date: $391,544.71 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 142     Live Stream Peak: 19     10:00 am: 89     Total: 250 

Sunday Bible Study: 37     Sunday School: 10     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 26  
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 6:30 pm PACE Meeting 

MONDAY 6:00 pm Stewardship-Evangelism Meeting 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

FRIDAY 6:00 pm Redwings Basketball Game @ Home vs. First Luth. 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

    10:00 am  Worship with Communion 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com

  


