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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

Deccember18, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Come, Lord Jesus, and remind me of your identity.  Though I approach a holiday when I celebrate 

you coming to earth as one conceived, carried in a womb, and born, proclaim to me today your 

ancient origins.  Let the fact that, though divine, you chose to become a human for me calm my 

fears and doubts about this life, about my future, and about your love for me.  Come, Lord Jesus, 

as Immanuel.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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THE COMMON SERVICE 
The Common Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  As with all of our liturgies, its 

purpose is to focus us on the good news of forgiveness and to build us up in Christ. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  What Child Is This | Grades 1-4  

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

(no musical intro) 
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ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

HYMN Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes | 9 (1,3) 

(short musical intro) 

Jesus, your Church with longing eyes  

For your expected coming waits. 

When will the promised light arise  

And glory beam from heaven’s gates? 

Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew,  

Our sins forgive, our foes suppress, 

Our rooted enmity subdue,  

And crown your gospel with success. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
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M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make 

us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve 

you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

be seated 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 7:10-14 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz again. He said, 11“Ask for a sign from the LORD your 

God. Ask for it either in the depths below or in the heights above.”  

12But Ahaz responded, “I will not ask. I will not test the LORD.”  

13So Isaiah said, “Listen now, you house of David. Is it not enough for you to test 

the patience of men? Will you test the patience of my God as well? 14Therefore the 

Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will conceive and give 

birth to a son and name him Immanuel.”  

SECOND LESSON  Romans 1:1-7 

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 

of God, 2which he promised in advance through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures. 
3This gospel is about his Son—who in the flesh was born a descendant of David, 
4who in the spirit of holiness was declared to be God’s powerful Son by his 

resurrection from the dead—Jesus Christ, our Lord. 5Through him we received 

grace and the call to be an apostle on behalf of his name, to bring about the 

obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, 6including you, who were called by Jesus 

Christ.  

7To all those loved by God who are in Rome, called to be saints: Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 1:18-25 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged 

in marriage to Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child 

by the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to 

disgrace her. So he decided to divorce her privately. 20But as he was considering 

these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and 

you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.”  

22All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23“Look, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name 

him Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.”  

24When Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him. He took Mary home as his wife, 25but he was not intimate with 

her until she gave birth to her firstborn son. And he named him Jesus.   

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Go, Tell It on the Mountain | 57 

Duet sings the refrain once. The congregation joins in the refrain a second time. 

Duet sings the verses. The congregation joins the refrains that follow each verse. 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 

 

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light.  Refrain 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth.  Refrain 

 

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 

SERMON Matthew 1:18-25 

He Is Still Immanuel. 

please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

(short musical intro) 
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be seated 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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please stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance 

and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

(no musical intro) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 

 

be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel | 23 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates | 4 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN As Angels Joyed with One Accord | 5 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending | 29 
as needed 

 



 

17 

please stand 

Thanksgiving 

SONG OF SIMEON 

(short musical intro) 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 

one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

please remain standing 

CLOSING HYMN  Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes | 9 (4,5) 

short musical intro 

Oh, come and reign o’er ev’ry land;  

Let Satan from his throne be hurled. 

Let nations bow to your command;  

Let grace revive a dying world. 

Teach us in watchfulness and prayer  

To wait for your appointed hour, 

And fit us by your grace to share  

The triumphs of your conqu’ring pow’r. 

be seated 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADVENT OUTREACH   

The Advent and Christmas season can be a difficult time for many people.  In fact, 64% of people 

with mental illness report holidays make their conditions worse.  This means we as God’s people 

have the perfect message of hope to share.  Is there someone you know who could use an invite 

to hear a message of peace and hope?  Is there someone you haven’t seen at church for a while 

who would benefit from being connected again?  Extend an invite.  Give them a call.  It can be as 

easy as sharing a pocket invite from the narthex or a Facebook post from our church.  What a 

wonderful season we have to spur us on in fulfilling the commission given to us by our Lord! 

STUDY BREAKS   

We’ll be taking a two-week break from Sunday School and Bible studies after today (Dec. 18).  

There will be no Sunday School or Sunday Bible study between services on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.  

There will also be no midweek Bible study this coming week and the week after.  Midweek study 

will resume on Jan. 3 & 4.   

OFFERING ENVELOPES    

New offering envelopes are ready pick up in the church basement.  Stop on down and grab yours 

(and your children’s) from the two tables set up downstairs.     

FRIENDSHIP TREE   

The Ladies Aid has put up a Friendship Tree in the narthex.  Feel free to bring something to place 

on the tree as a gift to someone else, and feel free to grab something from the tree for yourself! 

MIDWEEK STUDY – BACK ON JAN. 3 & 4  

Our midweek Bible study, called Lyrics of Love, is a study on the unique and mysterious Song of 

Songs.  This is a creative study on Solomon’s Song of Songs divided into stanzas, measures, and 

notes.  It fosters discussion with a variety of questions.  Join us as we look at a unique book of the 

Bible that provides insight into godly marriage life and especially a great picture of Christ and his 

bride, the Church. 
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PIANO RECITAL   

All are invited to a Christmas Piano Recital put on by the students of St. Paul’s school this 

Monday, Dec. 19, at 6:30 pm.  The recital will be held in our church sanctuary.   

REDWING FLYER   

Our new weekly school newsletter, the Redwing Flyer, will be printed each week and placed in the 

narthex or lobby.  It will also be linked each week in the weekly news blasts.  Go Redwings! 

CHRISTMAS DAY LIVE NATIVITY     

A small team staffs the Live Nativity for the evening of Christmas Day. If you are interested in 

doing this, please sign up at the online link or contact Maria Johnson at johnson.maria@live.com 

or call/text 608-397-4810. 

LIVE NATIVITY TAKE DOWN    

The take down for Live Nativity is scheduled for January 1, 2023, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Come 

for the whole day or for a few hours. Any help is appreciated. If you have any questions call 

George Italiano. 608-317-0271 

WELS & ELS SINGLES EVENTS  

Join the WELS/ELS Singles group for pizza and wine at Rio Lobo, E6485 CR-F Weyauwega, WI 

54983 at 5:30 pm on Saturday, January 14, 2023.  Come in from the cold for a tour of Sprecher 

Brewery, 701 Glendale Ave, Glendale WI, 53209 on Saturday, February 18, 2023, at 2:00 pm. Cost 

of the tour is $12.00 and payable at the door. Questions? Contact Rachel Fritz at 

rachelfritz@yahoo.com.  Not able to make it but want to stay in touch regarding events?  Check 

out the group page on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $503,486.50 

Received Last Week: $7,720.96  Rec’d to Date: $399,265.67 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 101     Live Stream Peak: 22     10:00 am: 77     Total: 200 

Sunday Bible Study: N/A     Sunday School: 2     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 21 
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ANNUAL MEETING AND NOMINATIONS    

Our 2023 annual meeting will be Sunday, January 15, at 11:15 am in the church basement.  The 

following is the list of men who have been nominated for service to the Lord at St. Paul’s (asterisk 

denotes an incumbent): 

Church Council: 

Jeff Bunker* 

Michael Johnson 

Timothy Johnson 

Bruce Wegner 

 

Stewardship-Evangelism: 

Jeff Anderson* 

Jon Engelbrecht 

Ben Horstman 

Blake Horstman 

Michael Horstman* 

Howard Larson 

Mark Larson 

Don Peterson*

Education Committee: 

Tyler Duerwachter 

Kris Hammes 

Skylar Holzhausen 

Jesse Kassera  

 

Finance: 

Pat Frederick 

Jeff Garves 

Dale Johnson 

John Schaller 

Nate Tucker 

Al Urbanek 

 

Luther High Association 

(No expired terms this year)  
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 6:30 pm PACE Meeting 

MONDAY 6:30 pm St. Paul’s School Christmas Piano Recital 

THURSDAY 5:00 pm Redwings B-Ball Game @ St. Paul’s Tomah 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

SATURDAY 4:30 pm Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

 6:00 pm Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Christmas Day Worship 

 10:00 am Christmas Day Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

From the manger 

to the grave, 
 

 

His mission 

is to save. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


