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Children’s Service 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

December 24, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

God in heaven, the day is here.  Today I praise you for the day the Word became a human being 

for me.  I thank you for fulfilling your promises to come to my rescue.  Bless me as I let my voice 

ring out in praise to you this morning in response to you doing such a wonder for my sake, 

sending a Savior who is the exact Savior I needed—both God and man.  I ask this in the One who 

is both the Son of God and Son of Mary.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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A SAVIOR IS BORN 
Tonight’s service leads us through the promises of a Savior, the birth of our Savior Jesus, the announcement of 

his birth, and our response to the fulfillment of God’s love shown in faithfully sending Jesus. 

PRESERVICE MUSIC performed by St. Paul’s students 

INVOCATION 

M: Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord. 

C: Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

M: Unto us the Christ is born. 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him! 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN What Child Is This? | 67 

What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary! 

Why lies he in such mean estate where oxen now are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through; the cross he’ll bear for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the Son of Mary! 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings Salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high; the virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the Son of Mary! 

 



 

4 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light. 

Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold 

him in all glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

PROCESSIONAL  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | 55 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 

Refrain: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 

Only begotten Son of God the Father.  Refrain 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest.  Refrain 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n, 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing.  Refrain 
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Part One: Promise and Prophecy 

Grades 7-8: 

“Because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 

“The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share in the guilt of the 

father, and the father will not share in the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the 

righteous person will be credited to him alone, and the wickedness of the wicked 

person will be charged against him alone.” (Ezekiel 18:20) 

This was our lot; we and all humans were to die eternally because of our sin.  

But our gracious Father in heaven loves us.  He had a plan.  And when the time was 

right he carried out that plan. We know and believe: 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

That plan we celebrate now at Christmas.  God assured us already in the Garden of 

Eden with the awesome promise of His Son, our Savior: 

“I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 

seed; he will crush your head and you will crush his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

And throughout the Old Testament the Lord repeated His Promise of the Savior 

through the prophets.  He stated who our Savior would be and where and when 

our Redeemer would come. 

Grades 5-6: 

“For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. The authority to rule will rest on his 

shoulders. He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

“Therefore the LORD himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son and name him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 
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SONG Infant Holy, Infant Lowly | Grades 3-8 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all, Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 

Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you, Christ the child was born for you. 

Grades 5-6: 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. His goings forth 

are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.” (Micah 5:2) 

“Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, who will reign wisely as king and establish justice and 

righteousness on earth. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will dwell securely. 

This is his name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” (Jeremiah 

23:5-6) 

HYMN  Behold, a Branch Is Growing | 47 (1,2,4) 

Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace, 

As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race 

And bears one little flow’r In midst of coldest winter, 

At deepest midnight hour. 

Isaiah had foretold it In words of promise sure, 

And Mary’s arms enfold it, A virgin meek and pure. 

Through God’s eternal will This child to her is given 

At midnight calm and still. 

continued… 
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This flow’r, so small and tender, With fragrance fills the air; 

His brightness ends the darkness That kept the earth in fear. 

True God and yet true man, He came to save his people 

From earth’s dark night of sin. 

Part Two: Jesus Is Born 

Grades 3-4: 

“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so 

that he would be born under the law, in order to redeem those under the law, so that 

we would be adopted as sons. And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts to shout, ‘Abba, Father!’ So you are no longer a slave, but a son. 

And if you are a son, then you are also an heir of God through Christ.”  

(Galatians 4:4-7)  

HYMN  Once in Royal David’s City | 50 (1,2) 

Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for his bed; 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

Grades 3-4: 

Over two thousand years ago, when the time was right, God did send His Son into 

this world to bring peace.  Here is how the Gospel of Luke tells us the story:  

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria. And 

everyone went to register, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David, which is called 
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Bethlehem, because he was from the house and family line of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in marriage and was 

expecting a child.” (Luke 2:1-5)  

HYMN  O Little Town of Bethlehem | 65 (1,3,4) 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts To human hearts The blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will Receive him still, The dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

Grades 3-4: 

“And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:6-7) 

HYMN  Silent Night | 60 

Stille nacht!  Heilige nacht!  Alles Schlaeft, einsam wacht 

Nur das heilige Elternparr, Das im Stalle zu Bethelhem war 

Bei dem himmlischen Kind, Bei dem himmlischen Kind. 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar; Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Part Three: The Savior’s Birth Announced 

Grades 1-2: 

“There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 

be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people: 

Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. And this 

will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.’” (Luke 2:8-12) 

HYMN  Away in a Manger | Grades PreK-8 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with you there. 



 

10 

Grades 1-2: 

“Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising 

God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 

mankind.’” (Luke 2:13-14) 

HYMN  Angels We Have Heard on High | 63 

Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Refrain 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain 

Grades 1-2: 

“When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ‘Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has made known to us.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby, who was lying in the manger.” (Luke 2:15-16) 

HYMN  Where Shepherds Lately Knelt | 54 

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, 

I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 

But there is room and welcome there for me, 

But there is room and welcome there for me. 
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In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 

Sweet newborn Babe, how frail! and in a manger bed, 

A still, small voice to cry one day for me, 

A still, small voice to cry one day for me. 

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 

His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare: 

A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me, 

A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me. 

Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 

Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned, 

To die, to live, and not alone for me, 

To die, to live, and not alone for me? 

Grades 1-2: 

“When they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told about 

this child. And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to them. But 

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, 

which were just as they had been told.” (Luke 2:17-20) 

SONG In a Little Stable | Grades PreK-2 

In a little stable Far across the sea 

Was a little Baby Born for you and me. 

Not a bed or cradle, Not a pillow deep, 

But a lowly manger Was His place to sleep 

Oh, I love this Jesus, Who was little then, 

For I know He love me, Little though I am. 

OFFERING & PRAYER 
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HYMN  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing | 61 (1,3) 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all you nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

Grades PreK-K: 

Little baby Jesus, born on earth this night,                                                                                            

Came to be our Savior, with God to make things right. 

Little baby Jesus, to you our praise we sing,                                                                        

Let us always love you, our Savior and our King 

HYMN  Go, Tell It on the Mountain | 57 (1-3) 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light.  Refrain 

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth.  Refrain 

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
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Part Four: Our Response 

Grades 5-8: 

We thank our God for sending the baby Jesus to be our Savior.  He would grow 

into a man, a teacher, a prophet, a priest, a king.  As our Redeemer he lived the life 

we could not – for us. 

“In fact, the reason we groan is that we long to be clothed with our dwelling from 

heaven.” (2 Corinthians 5:2) 

As our Redeemer he suffered and died the death that we deserve – for us. 

“But it was because of our rebellion that he was pierced. He was crushed for the guilt 

our sins deserved. The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his 

wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) 

Grades 3-4: 

And as our Redeemer he conquered death and rose from the dead; so that we will 

never die eternally. 

“He is not here, but has been raised! Remember how he told you while he was still in 

Galilee.” (Luke 24:6) 

This baby in the manger in Bethlehem of whom we speak, worship, and praise 

tonight at Christmas is our Savior.  He would become the man, Jesus of Nazareth.  

This child would be our Ascended Lord.  And with Christians across the world and 

across the centuries we can confidently declare: 

All Students:  He is risen. 

Congregation:  He is risen indeed! 
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HYMN  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen | CW21 356 (1-4) 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay; 

Remember Christ, our Savior, was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray. 

Refrain: 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy. 

From God our heav’nly Father a blessed angel came 

And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 

How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.  Refrain 

“Fear not,” then said the angel, “let nothing you affright; 

This day is born a Savior, the true and radiant light, 

To free all those who trust in him from Satan’s pow’r and might.”  Refrain 

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 

And in true love and fellowship each other not embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas is filled with heav’nly grace.  Refrain 

Grades 5-8: 

Now we pray that our Lord would have us live our lives for Him.  We ask that He 

guide us throughout our lifetime, whatever length He allows it to be; and take us at 

last to His side in heaven.  Until that time comes, we look to live in Christ alone. 

HYMN  In Christ Alone | 752 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;  

This cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  

What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  

My comforter, my all in all, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone – who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe.  

This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones he came to save.  

Till on that cross, as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied;  

For every sin on him was laid. Here in the death of Christ I live. 
continued… 
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please stand for verses 3 & 4 

There in the ground his body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain;  

Then bursting forth in glorious day Up from the grave he rose again!  

And as he stands in victory Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,  

For I am his and he is mine – Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the power of Christ in me;  

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  

No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from his hand;  

Till he returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

BLESSING 

M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill 

us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the 

hope of eternal life.   

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 

RECESSIONAL  Joy to the World | 62 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. continued… 
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No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Join us for Worship and the Word of God: 
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