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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

December 25, 2022 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

God in heaven, the day is here.  Today I praise you for the day the Word became a human being 

for me.  I thank you for fulfilling your promises to come to my rescue.  Bless me as I let my voice 

ring out in praise to you this morning in response to you doing such a wonder for my sake, 

sending a Savior who is the exact Savior I needed—both God and man.  I ask this in the One who 

is both the Son of God and Son of Mary.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr  
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A SAVIOR IS BORN TO DWELL AMONG US 
The service for today is a special service that guides us in our worship of Christ as the One who fulfilled God’s 

promises of a Savior born for the world. 

CHOIR A Sequence of Christmas Carols 

followed by 

 A Star, A Song 

OPENING HYMN  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing | 61 

 

continued... 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 

Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of 

time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and 

praise.  

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though He is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger.  

C: Help us to always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to 

be our Savior. 
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M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not 

know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds 

spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may 

we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of 

what we have seen and heard concerning this child.  

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 

people. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, 

today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

be seated 

HYMN Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | 55 

 

continued... 
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 52:7-10 

7How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of a herald,  

who proclaims peace and preaches good news,  

who proclaims salvation,  

who says to Zion, “Your God is king!”  
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voices.  

Together they shout for joy,  

because with both eyes they will see it  

when the LORD returns to Zion.  
9Break out, shout for joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem,  

because the LORD is comforting his people.  

He is redeeming Jerusalem.  
10The LORD lays bare his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,  

and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation from our God.  

SERMONETTE The Lord Flexes His Holy Arm in Jesus 
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HYMN Gentle Mary Laid Her Child | 56 

 

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 1:1-9 

1In the past, God spoke to our forefathers by the prophets at many times and in 

many ways. 2In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3The Son is the 

radiance of God’s glory and the exact imprint of the divine nature. He sustains all 

things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he took his 

seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high.  

4The Son became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited 

is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say: “You are 

my Son. Today I have begotten you”? And again: “I will be his Father, and he will be 

my Son.” 6And again, when he brought his firstborn into the world, he said: “Let all 
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God’s angels worship him.” 7About the angels he says: “He makes his messengers 

winds and his ministers flaming fire.” 8But about the Son he says: “God, your throne 

is forever and ever, and the scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your 

kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, 

your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy beyond your companions.” 

SERMONETTE Thanks to Jesus I Can Hate…Sin 

CHOIR Mary, Did You Know? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would someday walk on water? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you delivered, will soon deliver you. 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 

When you kissed your little baby, then you kissed the face of God. 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again; 

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb. 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations? 

Did you know that your baby boy was heaven's perfect Lamb? 

This sleeping child you're holding is the great “I AM!” 

GOSPEL John 1:1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him everything was made, 

and without him not one thing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and 

the life was the light of mankind. 5The light is shining in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.  
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6There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an 

eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 
8He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light.  

9The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize 

him. 11He came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12But 

to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God. 13They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the 

flesh, or of a husband’s will, but born of God.  

14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the 

glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

SERMONETTE He Became Part of His Creation? 

HYMN Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising | 42 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERING 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. 

C: On this holy day, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. 

M: You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak and 

lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is overlooked 
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by your ever-seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding arms. No one 

is denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand. 

C: Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care 

for us always. 

M: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the 

power of death, and the torment of hell. He took our place. He was born under the 

law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to die and 

rise again in order that we might live eternally. 

C: May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and 

believe what is told them about the child. 

M: You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us 

of the full life that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our 

joy. May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 

treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Firmly implant the good news of Jesus’ birth in our hearts, and fill us with an eager 

desire to spread the Word concerning what we have heard today. 

C: For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the 

Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



12 

HYMN Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We | 46 

 

please stand 

PRAYER 

M: O God our Father, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

your only Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, 

we may also with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill 

us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the 

hope of eternal life.  And the blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Joy to the World | 62 

 

 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLIDAY FELLOWSHIP HOUR    

Head on down to the basement between services for coffee and treats today and next week!   

ST. PAUL’S APPAREL   

Apparel orders are in!  If you chose to pick up your order from church, you can find them in two 

boxes down in the church basement. 

STUDY BREAKS   

We’ll be taking a two-week break from Sunday School and Bible studies after today (Dec. 18).  

There will be no Sunday School or Sunday Bible study between services on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.  

There will also be no midweek Bible study this coming week and the week after.  Midweek study 

will resume on Jan. 3 & 4.   

OFFERING ENVELOPES    

New offering envelopes are ready pick up in the church basement.  Stop on down and grab yours 

(and your children’s) from the two tables set up downstairs.     

MIDWEEK STUDY – BACK ON JAN. 3 & 4  

Our midweek Bible study, called Lyrics of Love, is a study on the unique and mysterious Song of 

Songs.  This is a creative study on Solomon’s Song of Songs divided into stanzas, measures, and 

notes.  It fosters discussion with a variety of questions.  Join us as we look at a unique book of the 

Bible that provides insight into godly marriage life and especially a great picture of Christ and his 

bride, the Church. 

SNOW REMOVAL AT CHURCH   

We have a group of volunteers that graciously shovel snow at church. There is a rotating schedule 

of days which has 2 people “on duty” if it snows on that day. Many hands make little work, so it 

would be great if we could get a “few” more volunteers to add to the schedule. We would like to 

get enough so that any volunteer would be on call, no more than once per week. Please contact 

Dan Arndt at 608-343-4662 or dana@arndtbuswellthorn.com if you are willing to help. 
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FRIENDSHIP TREE   

The Ladies Aid has put up a Friendship Tree in the narthex.  Feel free to bring something to place 

on the tree as a gift to someone else, and feel free to grab something from the tree for yourself! 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $10,069.73 Budget to Date: $513,556.23 

Received Last Week: $7,122.43  Rec’d to Date: $406,388.10  

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 151     Live Stream Peak: 23     10:00 am: 92     Total: 266 

Sunday Bible Study: 46     Sunday School: 11     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: -- 

ANNUAL MEETING AND NOMINATIONS    

Our 2023 annual meeting will be Sunday, January 15, at 11:15 am in the church basement.  The 

following is the list of men who have been nominated for service to the Lord at St. Paul’s (asterisk 

denotes an incumbent): 

Church Council: 

Jeff Bunker* 

Michael Johnson 

Timothy Johnson 

Bruce Wegner 

 

Stewardship-Evangelism: 

Jeff Anderson* 

Jon Engelbrecht 

Ben Horstman 

Blake Horstman 

Michael Horstman* 

Howard Larson 

Mark Larson 

Don Peterson*

Education Committee: 

Tyler Duerwachter 

Kris Hammes 

Skylar Holzhausen 

Jesse Kassera  

 

Finance: 

Pat Frederick 

Jeff Garves 

Dale Johnson 

John Schaller 

Nate Tucker 

Al Urbanek 

 

Luther High Association 

(No expired terms this year) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


