
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO BE THE TRUE SON OF GOD 

First Sunday after Christmas  
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

January 1, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Father, forgive me for not being the child you command me to be.  Lift up Jesus before my eyes 

today so I can take comfort in the true Son who came to give me the full rights of a son in your 

family.  Lift up my voice today as I praise him for the perfect life he lived and has gifted to my 

account through faith.  I come before you and pray in full confidence in your kindness to me in 

Christ.  Amen.  

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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DIVINE SERVICE II 
Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that serves to praise God for his glory 

and highlight the celebration of Holy Communion. 

OPENING HYMN Now Sing We, Now Rejoice | 34 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
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C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen.  

GLORY BE TO GOD  

(short musical intro)  

1. All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 

2. O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

You take all human sin away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer; 

From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 

The Word 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our 

human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and 

transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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be seated  

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 63:7-9 

7I will tell about the LORD’s mercies,  

about the praises of the LORD,  

about all that the LORD has done for us,  

about his great goodness to the house of Israel,  

which he performed for them according to his abundant compassion,  

and according to his great mercy.  
8He said, “Surely they are my people,  

children who will not deal falsely,”  

so he became their Savior.  
9In all their anguish he felt anguish,  

and the Angel of his Presence saved them.  

In his love and in his pity he himself redeemed them,  

and he took them up and carried them all the days of old. 

SECOND LESSON  Galatians 4:4-7 

4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a 

woman, so that he would be born under the law, 5in order to redeem those under 

the law, so that we would be adopted as sons. 6And because you are sons, God 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba, Father!” 7So you are no 

longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you are also an heir of God 

through Christ.  
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please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 2. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

13After the Wise Men were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to 

Joseph in a dream. He said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 

Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, because Herod will search for the child in order to 

kill him.”  

14Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and left for 

Egypt. 15He stayed there until the death of Herod. This happened to fulfill what was 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt. The angel said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to 

the land of Israel, for those who were trying to kill the child are dead.”  

21Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
22But when he heard that Archelaus, Herod’s son, had succeeded his father as ruler 

in Judea, he was afraid to go there. Since he had been warned in a dream, he went 

to the region of Galilee. 23When he arrived there, he settled in a city called 

Nazareth. So what was spoken through the prophets was fulfilled: “He will be called 

a Nazarene.” 

After the Gospel: 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Of the Father’s Love Begotten | 35 
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SERMON Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

God’s Care for Us Is Always Fulfilled 

please stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 

OFFERING 

“Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 

and steal. But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-

21). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

please stand 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who by his wondrous birth became our Brother, taking on human flesh to live 

in righteousness before God and to become obedient even to death on a cross. 

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

HOSANNA  

(short musical intro) 

Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

C: By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

M: Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

 



 13  

 

be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  A Great and Mighty Wonder | 36 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Let All Together Praise Our God | 41 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN From Heaven Above to Earth I Come | 38 
as needed 
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please stand 

SONG OF SIMEON 

(short musical intro) 

O Lord, now let your servant 

Depart in peace, assured: 

For I have seen your promised 

Incarnate, saving Word— 

A Light that will enlighten 

All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

The brilliant, crowning glory 

Of those in Israel! 

PRAYER 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed 

our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to 

live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  Let Us All with Gladsome Voice | 64 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLIDAY FELLOWSHIP HOUR    

Head on down to the basement between services for coffee and treats today!   

ST. PAUL’S APPAREL   

Apparel orders are in!  If you chose to pick up your order from church, you can find them in two 

boxes down in the church basement. 

STUDY BREAKS   

There will be no Sunday School or Sunday Bible study between services today. Midweek study will 

resume this week (Jan. 3 & 4). 

OFFERING ENVELOPES    

New offering envelopes are ready pick up in the church basement.  Stop on down and grab yours 

(and your children’s) from the two tables set up downstairs.     

MIDWEEK STUDY  

Our midweek Bible study, called Lyrics of Love, is a study on the unique and mysterious Song of 

Songs.  This is a creative study on Solomon’s Song of Songs divided into stanzas, measures, and 

notes.  It fosters discussion with a variety of questions.  Join us as we look at a unique book of the 

Bible that provides insight into godly marriage life and especially a great picture of Christ and his 

bride, the Church. 

SNOW REMOVAL AT CHURCH   

We have a group of volunteers that graciously shovel snow at church. There is a rotating schedule 

of days which has 2 people “on duty” if it snows on that day. Many hands make little work, so it 

would be great if we could get a “few” more volunteers to add to the schedule. We would like to 

get enough so that any volunteer would be on call, no more than once per week. Please contact 

Dan Arndt at 608-343-4662 or dana@arndtbuswellthorn.com if you are willing to help. 



OFFERING SUMMARY   

Not available this week 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

Not available this week    

 

 

CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 
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