
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AS THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

January 22, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord God, as I walk in the darkness of this world, continue to be my light.  Shine the light of your 

Word on my sin, on Jesus my Savior from sin, and on the path I walk in life for you.  Fill me with 

your gospel light today that I may reflect that light to others.  In everything, bless us all as we live 

and work for you so that more can join us in heaven before the light of your throne.  In Jesus’ 

name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

CHIMES Glorify Thy Name 

OPENING HYMN Rise, Shine, You People | 556 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

(short musical intro) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with 

authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good 

news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the 

captive; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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be seated 

INSTALLATION OF NEW CHURCH OFFICERS   

(10:00 am) 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 8:19-9:4 

19When they tell you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists, who whisper and 

mutter,” shouldn’t a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on 

behalf of the living? 20To the law and to the testimony! If people do not speak 

according to this word, there will be no dawn for them. 21They will pass through the 

land, distressed and starving, but when this takes place and they are starving, they 

will be frustrated, and they will curse their king and their God. They will turn their 

faces upward, 22and then they will look down to the ground, but I tell you, they will 

see only distress, darkness, and the gloom that brings anguish. They will be 

banished into thick darkness.  

1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for the land that was in anguish. In 

former times, he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he will cause it to be glorious, along the way of the sea, beyond the 

Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles.  

2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.  

For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.  
3You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy.  

They rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time,  

like the celebration when people divide the plunder. 
4For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them.  
You have broken the bar on their shoulders and  

the rod of their oppressor,  
as you did in the day of Midian. 
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HYMN Christ Is the World’s Light | 343 

 

SECOND LESSON  1 John 2:3–11 

3This is how we know that we have known him: if we keep his commands. 4The 

one who says, “I know him,” but does not keep his commands is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him. 5If anyone keeps God’s word, the love of God is truly made 

complete in him. This is how we know that we are in him: 6The one who says he 

remains in him should walk as Jesus walked.  

7Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one that you 

have had since the beginning. The old command is the message you heard. 8At the 
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same time, the command I am writing is new—it is true in Jesus and in you, 

because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. 9The 

one who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother is still in the darkness. 
10The one who loves his brother remains in the light, and nothing causes him to 

stumble. 11The one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the 

darkness and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded 

his eyes.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  Isaiah 9:2 

Alleluia.  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For those 

living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.  Alleluia. 

(short musical intro) 

 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 4:12–23 

12When Jesus heard that John was put in prison, he withdrew into Galilee. 13He 

left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of 
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Zebulun and Naphtali. 14He did this to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 

Isaiah:  

15Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, along the way of the sea,  

beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,  
16the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and on those 

dwelling in the region and the shadow of death a light has dawned.  

17From that time, Jesus began to preach: “Repent, because the kingdom of 

heaven is near.”  

18As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, since they 

were fishermen. 19He said to them, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.”  

20They immediately left their nets and followed him. 21Going on from there, he 

saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were 

in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. Jesus called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.  

23Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness among the 

people. 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  The People that in Darkness Sat | 90 

 

SERMON Matthew 4:12–23 

Jesus Lights the Way 

please stand 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 
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  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

Thanksgiving   

OFFERING 

"I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I 

have freely offered all these things. Now with joy I see your people, who are present here to bring the offering 

freely to you" (1 Chronicles 29:17). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into 

our world to save us from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging. 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of 

salvation to those doomed to death. 
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M: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 

own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope. 

C: Compel us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your 

gospel. 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to 

serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones 

near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. 

Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair 

and comfort those who mourn. 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 

the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting 

song of triumph. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN  O Christ, Our True and Only Light | 569 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light | 771 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  



17 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGING JAN. 29   

The Sunday School children will be singing in our 10:00 am service on Sunday, January 29.  Please 

make sure to have your children in Sunday School the next few weeks for practice.      

MORNINGS WITH MOMMY   

Mornings with Mommy is back, and we would love to have you join us! It is a fun and easy way to 

enjoy activities with your children ages 0-5, and also enjoy meeting new friends. Each session 

includes crafts, a sensory station, gross and fine motor stations, a story, Bible time, and a snack. 

We meet at 10:00 am on the first and third Tuesdays of the month in the church basement. The 

cost of the program is $5 per family (not child) to cover the cost of supplies. Sign up for any or all 

of the sessions here: https://www.stpaulsbangor.com/mornings-with-mommy/. Please note: 

although it says mommy in the title, ALL caregivers are welcome!!! 

NEXT MIDWEEK STUDY SURVEY  

We have one more lesson of our Lyrics of Love study (1/24 & 1/25).  A survey has been linked 

within the email News for input on what the next midweek Bible study should be.  A printed copy 

of the survey will also be available at the next midweek study if you prefer to fill it out by hand.  

The options for the next study include How We Got the Bible, God's Word - The Foundation for Our 

Parenting, The House of the Lord (tabernacle/temple study), and How to Study the Bible.  A 

description of each study is included in the email blast.   

BIBLE BASICS CLASS COMING SOON  

Our next Bible Basics class (also called the new member class or Bible Information Class) will begin 

in mid-February.  The day and time is flexible depending on the schedules of those who would 

like to attend.  I ask that you block off 1.5 hours for each session, but usually it will be closer to 1 

hour.  Free childcare can be available upon request.  If you or someone you know would be 

interested in taking the class, please sign up on the bulletin board in the lobby or contact Pastor 

Groth at pastor@stpaulsbangor.com.  Long-time members are also invited, as it’s always a good 

refresher of the foundations of our faith.  For more info on the class itself, visit 

stpaulsbangor.com/new/bible-basics. 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES    

New offering envelopes are ready pick up in the church basement.  Stop on down and grab yours 

(and your children’s) from the two tables set up downstairs.     

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $11,203.00 Budget to Date: $33,609.00 

Received Last Week: $7,058.00  Rec’d to Date: $23,636.28 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 118     Live Stream Peak: 20     10:00 am: 122     Total: 260 

Sunday Bible Study: 55     Sunday School: 15     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: -- 

 

CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 6:30 pm PACE Meeting 

 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

THURSDAY 2:00 pm Ladies Aid Meeting 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


