
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUST IN GOD’S STRENGTH 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

January 29, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, as I just celebrated your appearance and your calling of your first disciples, now I 

celebrate you teaching your disciples—and me—what it means to be your disciple.  Bless my 

listening today as I hear your Sermon on the Mount, and teach me what God’s strength can do.  

Show me today the truth that no matter how weak I am, it is your strength in faith and in life that 

matters most.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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THE COMMON SERVICE 
The Common Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  As with all of our liturgies, its 

purpose is to focus us on the good news of forgiveness and to build us up in Christ. 

OPENING HYMN I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb | 432 

10:00 am – sung by the Sunday School 

 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 
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CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

(no musical intro) 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD 

(no musical intro) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often 

stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all 

temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

be seated 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Zephaniah 2:3, 3:11-13 

2:3Seek the LORD, all you humble people of the earth who have carried out his 

commands. Seek righteousness. Seek humility. Maybe then you will be sheltered in 

the day of the LORD’S anger.  

3:11In that day you will no longer bear the shame of your rebellions against me. 

Then I will remove the proud boasters from among you, and you will never again 

be arrogant on my holy hill. 12But I will leave among you the people who are 

humble and weak. They will seek refuge in the name of the LORD. 13The Israelites 

who remain will no longer act unjustly. They will not lie, and a deceitful tongue will 

not be found in their mouth. Instead, they will graze peacefully like sheep and lie 

down. No one will terrify them.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 1, p.64 

 

Blessed is the man 

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked* 

or stand in the way of sinners. 

 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD,* 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in season* 

and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers. 

 

Refrain 

 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,* 

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

 

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,* 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

26For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a 

human point of view, not many were powerful, and not many were born with high 

status. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to put to shame those who 

are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the things that 

are strong, 28and God chose the lowly things of the world and the despised things, 

and the things that are not, to do away with the things that are, 29so that no one 

may boast before God. 30But because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 

for us the wisdom from God, namely, our righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption. 31God did this so that, just as it is written, “Let the one who boasts 

boast in the Lord.”  

VERSE OF THE DAY  Luke 4:18 

Alleluia.  The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good 

news.  Alleluia. 

(no musical intro) 

 

please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 5:1-12 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up onto a mountain. When he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 2He opened his mouth and began to teach them. He said 

these things:  

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
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because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4Blessed are those who mourn,  

because they will be comforted.  
5Blessed are the gentle,  

because they will inherit the earth.  
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

because they will be filled.  
7Blessed are the merciful,  

because they will receive mercy.  
8Blessed are the pure in heart,  

because they will see God.  
9Blessed are the peacemakers,  

because they will be called sons of God.  
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  

because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

11“Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is 

your reward in heaven. In fact, that is how they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.”  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Rock of Ages, Cleft For Me | 389 
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SERMON 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

We Can Boast 

please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

(short musical intro) 
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be seated 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for reconciling us to 

yourself through the sufferings and death of your dear Son.  Through him we have 

confidence to enter into your presence and to bring you our prayers and petitions. 

Out of the infinite bounty of your goodness, grant us a rich measure of your Spirit.  Let 

the love of Christ fill your Church, so that it may flourish in all good works.  Help us 

show love and compassion for all who are in need.  Bestow on the nations of the earth 

the knowledge of your mercy, that they may turn to you, the only God, and find 

salvation in you. 

Strengthen our faith so that we unfailingly come to you in prayer for all our bodily 

needs.  Give a special measure of your power to those who are sorrowful or mourning, 

to those who are in pain or sickness, to those who may be in temptation or peril, that 

they may receive your blessed aid.  And help us patiently endure any chastening and 

afflictions you permit to come into our lives, knowing that you are using them in love 

to prepare us for that joyful communion with you, which is ours for all eternity. 

 Special prayers of intercession may follow.  

M: Accept our prayers and intercessions, and provide for all our needs not because we are 

worthy but for the sake of Jesus our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN  Be Still, My Soul | 415 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 

and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah | 331 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEWLY ELECTED CHURCH OFFICERS   

We praise God for the following men who have been elected by the voters to represent the 

congregation in its various ministries and tasks. 

Jeff Bunker (Church Council) 

Bruce Wegner (Church Council) 

Jeff Anderson (Stewardship-Evangelism) 

Michael Horstman (Stewardship-Evangelism) 

Mark Larson (Stewardship-Evangelism) 

Donald Peterson (Stewardship-Evangelism) 

Pat Frederick (Finance Committee) 

Jeff Garves (Finance Committee) 

Dale Johnson (Finance Committee) 

Skylar Holzhausen (Education Committee) 

Jesse Kassera (Education Committee) 

NEW MIDWEEK…STUDY  

Our new midweek study will be…How to Study the Bible. This study is a tool to help Christians 

meditate on God's Word. In this meditation is defined as a combination of Bible study and prayer. 

The class members are taught to use Luther's four strands and are given an opportunity to 

develop their own personal Bible reading plans.   

Thank you to everyone who voted in the survey. The other options are still options for future 

studies. 

MORNINGS WITH MOMMY   

Mornings with Mommy is back, and we would love to have you join us! It is a fun and easy way to 

enjoy activities with your children ages 0-5, and also enjoy meeting new friends. Each session 

includes crafts, a sensory station, gross and fine motor stations, a story, Bible time, and a snack. 

We meet at 10:00 am on the first and third Tuesdays of the month in the church basement. The 

cost of the program is $5 per family (not child) to cover the cost of supplies. Sign up for any or all 

of the sessions here: https://www.stpaulsbangor.com/mornings-with-mommy/. Please note: 

although it says mommy in the title, ALL caregivers are welcome!!! 
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BIBLE BASICS CLASS COMING SOON  

Our next Bible Basics class (also called the new member class or Bible Information Class) will begin 

in mid-February.  The day and time is flexible depending on the schedules of those who would 

like to attend.  I ask that you block off 1.5 hours for each session, but usually it will be closer to 1 

hour.  Free childcare can be available upon request.  If you or someone you know would be 

interested in taking the class, please sign up on the bulletin board in the lobby or contact Pastor 

Groth at pastor@stpaulsbangor.com.  Long-time members are also invited, as it’s always a good 

refresher of the foundations of our faith.  For more info on the class itself, visit 

stpaulsbangor.com/new/bible-basics. 

SLEDDING/TUBING OUTING  

PACE has arranged for a Sledding/Tubing Outing for our school and church families. The event 

will be at Whitetail Ridge (Sparta) on February 16, from 5:30-7:30 pm. If you are interested in this 

event, please watch for flyers in the church entryway for further details and signup. You may also 

call or email Krista Pfaff with questions. Thank you.  KristaLPfaff@gmail.com 

PARENT CONVERSATIONS – FIC   

Did you know about Forward in Christ’s Parent Conversations resource?  

Being a Christian parent is challenging. Although we have a wonderful resource in God's Word, 

the Bible doesn't always answer our parenting questions with black and white answers—and 

neither does Parent Conversations. What Parent Conversations does provide is real-life 

perspectives from parents who are struggling with the same questions as you. Have a question? 

Join the conversation! You can submit questions or comments through the contact form. Visit 

forwardinchrist.net/parents for articles, comments, questions, and more. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES    

New offering envelopes are ready pick up in the church basement.  Stop on down and grab yours 

(and your children’s) from the two tables set up downstairs.  
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OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2023 Weekly Budget: $11,203.00 Budget to Date: $44,812.00 

Received Last Week: $5,779.10  Rec’d to Date: $29,415.38 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 127     Live Stream Peak: 28     10:00 am: 93     Total: 248 

Sunday Bible Study: 54     Sunday School: 11     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 27     
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship  

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 6:00 pm Education Committee 

 7:00 pm Church Council 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


