
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU ARE……SO BE 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

February 5, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Jesus, you have made me what I am.  You have made me a member of your kingdom, the light of 

the world, and the salt of the earth.  Do not look upon my failures to live as you command, and 

renew me in the forgiveness that makes me your disciple.  Motivate my heart today through 

Word and song so I can better show the world who you are.  I ask this in your name.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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THE COMMON SERVICE 
The Common Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  As with all of our liturgies, its 

purpose is to focus us on the good news of forgiveness and to build us up in Christ. 

CHOIR Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression, And rule in equity. 

Kings shall bow down before him And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore him; His praise all people sing. 

To him shall prayer unceasing And daily vows ascend, 

His kingdom still increasing, A kingdom without end. 

INTRODUCTION 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN  Drawn to the Cross | 387 (1) 

(short musical intro) 

Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed  

With healing gifts for souls distressed, 

To find in you my life, my rest,  

Christ crucified, I come. 
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CONFESSION 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

HYMN  Drawn to the Cross | 387 (2) 

(no musical intro) 

How well you know my griefs and fears,  

Your grace abused, my misspent years; 

So now to you with contrite tears,  

Christ crucified, I come. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

HYMN  Drawn to the Cross | 387 (3) 

(no musical intro) 

Wash me and take away each stain;  

Let nothing of my sin remain. 

For cleansing through your cross and pain,  

Christ crucified, I come. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to 

see and our ears to hear. Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him 

and do the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN  Drawn to the Cross | 387 (4) 

(no musical intro) 

To pledge my labor willingly,  

Which shall so sweet a service be 

That angels well might envy me,  

Christ crucified, I come. 

be seated 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Exodus 19:1-8 

1In the third month after the Israelites had left the land of Egypt, on that same 

day of the month, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. 2After they set out from 

Rephidim and came to the Wilderness of Sinai, they camped in the wilderness. 

Israel camped there in front of the mountain.  

3Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, “This is 

what you are to say to the house of Jacob and to tell the people of Israel: 4‘You 

have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to myself. 5Now if you will carefully listen to my voice and keep my 

covenant, then you will be my special treasure out of all the nations, although the 

entire earth is mine. 6You will be my kingdom of priests and my holy nation.’ These 

are the words that you are to speak to the Israelites.”  

continued… 
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7Moses went and summoned the elders of the people, and he set before them 

all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 8All the people answered 

together, “Everything that the Lord has said, we will do.”  

SECOND LESSON  1 Peter 2:9-12 

9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who 

are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10At one time you were not a people, 

but now you are the people of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but 

now you have been shown mercy.  

11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and temporary residents in the world, to 

abstain from the desires of the sinful flesh, which war against your soul. 12Live an 

honorable life among the Gentiles so that even though they slander you as 

evildoers, when they observe your noble deeds, they may glorify God on the day he 

visits us.  

please stand 

GOSPEL  Matthew 5:13–20 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

13“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its flavor, how will it become 

salty again? Then it is no good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 

on by people. 14You are the light of the world. A city located on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 15People do not light a lamp and put it under a basket. No, they put it on a 

stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16In the same way let your light 

shine in people’s presence, so that they may see your good works and glorify your 

Father who is in heaven.  

17“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come 

to destroy them but to fulfill them. 18Amen I tell you: Until heaven and earth pass 

away, not even the smallest letter, or even part of a letter, will in any way pass away 
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from the Law until everything is fulfilled. 19So whoever breaks one of the least of 

these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches them will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. 20Indeed I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 

that of the Pharisees and experts in the law, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus, My Great High Priest | 359 

 

SERMON Matthew 5:13–20 

Your Father Has Made You Salt and Light 
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please stand 

CREATE IN ME 

(short musical intro) 

 

be seated 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a 

cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

please stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only 

Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

(no musical intro) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 
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be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). Please follow the directions of the ushers during 

distribution. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Thy Strong Word | 280 

 

continued… 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior | 492 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Blessed Are They, Forever Blest | 383 

as needed 
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please stand 

Thanksgiving 

SONG OF SIMEON 

(short musical intro) 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 

one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 

CLOSING HYMN  On My Heart Imprint Your Image | 319 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MIDWEEK…STUDY  

Our midweek study is How to Study the Bible. This study is a tool to help Christians meditate on 

God's Word. In this meditation is defined as a combination of Bible study and prayer. The class 

members are taught to use Luther's four strands and are given an opportunity to develop their 

own personal Bible reading plans.   

MORNINGS WITH MOMMY   

Mornings with Mommy is back, and we would love to have you join us! It is a fun and easy way to 

enjoy activities with your children ages 0-5, and also enjoy meeting new friends. Each session 

includes crafts, a sensory station, gross and fine motor stations, a story, Bible time, and a snack. 

We meet at 10:00 am on the first and third Tuesdays of the month in the church basement. The 

cost of the program is $5 per family (not child) to cover the cost of supplies. Sign up for any or all 

of the sessions here: https://www.stpaulsbangor.com/mornings-with-mommy/. Please note: 

although it says mommy in the title, ALL caregivers are welcome!!! 

BIBLE BASICS CLASS COMING SOON  

Our next Bible Basics class (also called the new member class or Bible Information Class) will begin 

in mid-February.  The day and time is flexible depending on the schedules of those who would 

like to attend.  I ask that you block off 1.5 hours for each session, but usually it will be closer to 1 

hour.  Free childcare can be available upon request.  If you or someone you know would be 

interested in taking the class, please sign up on the bulletin board in the lobby or contact Pastor 

Groth at pastor@stpaulsbangor.com.  Long-time members are also invited, as it’s always a good 

refresher of the foundations of our faith.  For more info on the class itself, visit 

stpaulsbangor.com/new/bible-basics. 

SLEDDING/TUBING OUTING  

PACE has arranged for a Sledding/Tubing Outing for our school and church families. The event 

will be at Whitetail Ridge (Sparta) on February 16, from 5:30-7:30 pm. If you are interested in this 

event, please watch for flyers in the church entryway for further details and signup. You may also 

call or email Krista Pfaff with questions. Thank you.  KristaLPfaff@gmail.com 
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NEW CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMNAL  

The Council would like to thank the New Hymnal Committee for their year and a half of diligent, 

thoughtful and thorough analysis in coming up with a recommendation concerning our synod’s 

new Christian Worship hymnal. This hymnal was released at the end of 2021. The Committee 

consisted of Pastor Groth, Brian Berg, Harriet Langrehr, Mark Larson, Brad Gollnik, Penny Adickes 

and Sam Lindemann.  

Based upon that committee’s recommendation, the council has approved proceeding with the 

purchase of new hymnals. Implementation will be gradual, and the introduction will start this 

September. Some people like to purchase their own hymnals for home. While the congregation 

will be providing all hymnals necessary for worship, if you or anyone you know wish to purchase a 

hymnal yourself, please notify Pastor Groth, and we will order the hymnal for you. The total cost 

for the new hymnals and all supporting materials will be approximately $9,000. Currently we have 

about $225 in the New Hymnal Fund, and the Ladies Aid has expressed an interest in contributing 

to the cost. In the past, memorials and special donations have covered much of the hymnal cost. 

We anticipate this will again be the case, and any special donations or memorials designated to 

the new hymnals will be appreciated. 

2022 ANNUAL REPORT   

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church’s 2022 Annual Report has been prepared and printed for you.  You 

can find copies in the narthex.  God be praised for another year of gospel ministry in his grace! 

HOUSING NEEDED – BAND FESTIVAL    

March 16-19, 2023, Luther High School has the honor of hosting the WELS National Band Festival 

where 100+ students and their directors from our WELS High Schools will come together to 

create music and enjoy fellowship together. To make this event happen they need your help. Fifty 

or so families are needed to house students March 16-19. Each family would host 2 students 

(more, if you have room).  There are also volunteer and donation opportunities.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Jonathan Witte at wittjona@luther.k12.wi.us. 

SUBSCRIBE TO ST. PAUL’S EMAIL NEWS   

If you’d like to be informed of this News via email, you can sign up for our email 

list at the following URL (also the QR code to the right).  

www.stpaulsbangor.com/email-list 
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RECOVERY IN CHRIST   

Thank you to those who sent rent funds ($10.00 per week) to Coulee Recovery Center to support 

Recovery in Christ.  Your gifts will support Recovery in Christ for the rest of 2023!  RIC continues 

to apply Jesus’ redemptive work to those in recovery from substance abuse.  Recovery in Christ 

meets 4:00 pm most Sundays at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska (1201 Main St., across from 

Center 90) and 1:00 pm every Wednesday at Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St. La Crosse).  

Call Pastor Bill Bader to confirm the day/time (608-567-3038). 

PARENT CONVERSATIONS – FIC   

Did you know about Forward in Christ’s Parent Conversations resource?  

Being a Christian parent is challenging. Although we have a wonderful resource in God's Word, 

the Bible doesn't always answer our parenting questions with black and white answers—and 

neither does Parent Conversations. What Parent Conversations does provide is real-life 

perspectives from parents who are struggling with the same questions as you. Have a question? 

Join the conversation! You can submit questions or comments through the contact form. Visit 

forwardinchrist.net/parents for articles, comments, questions, and more. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2022 Weekly Budget: $11,203.00 Budget to Date: $56,015.00 

Received Last Week: $6,680.62  Rec’d to Date: $36,096.00 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 106     Live Stream Peak: 23     10:00 am: 105     Total: 234 

Sunday Bible Study: 53     Sunday School: 14     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 29 
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

TUESDAY 10:00 am Mornings with Mommy 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 7:00 pm Accreditation Meeting 

 7:30 pm Luther Conference of Delegates Meeting 

THURSDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


