
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGHT FOR THE BLIND 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

March 19, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, when I was spiritually blind and wandering in darkness, you opened my spiritual eyes 

to your grace.  Forgive me for the times I still struggle to open my eyes to your words of warning.  

Bring the light of your Word to me today by showing me once again these sins and the 

punishment they deserve, and shine the light of your cross so I can see clearly my forgiveness 

found only in you.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
Service of Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the 

gospel in the Scripture readings as well as in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

CHOIR – GRADES 3-8 No One Loves Me More than Jesus 

please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise   

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, 

O Christ.  

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care:  

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.  
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O LORD, OUR LORD  

(no musical intro)  

 

 

continued… 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right 

hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

be seated  
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The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 42:14-21 

14I have been silent for a long time.  

I have kept still. I have restrained myself.  

But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream.  

I will gasp and pant.  
15I will dry up mountains and hills.  

I will make all their grass wither.  

I will turn rivers into islands.  

I will dry up pools.  
16I will lead the blind on a way they do not know.  

Along paths they do not know I will direct them.  

Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light  

and rough places into level ground.  

These are the things I will accomplish for them.  

I will not abandon them.  

17They will be turned back and completely disgraced— 

those who trust in an idol,  

those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.”  

18You deaf ones, listen!  

You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see!  
19Who is as blind as my servant?  

Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent?  

Who is as blind as my associate,  

as blind as the servant of the LORD?  
20You, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe.  

Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear.  
21Because of his own righteousness,  

the LORD was pleased to make his law great and glorious.  
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SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 5:8–14 

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light, 9for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, 

and truth. 10Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 11and do not participate in 

fruitless deeds of darkness. Instead, expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 

mention the things that are done by people in secret. 13But everything exposed by 

the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes things visible. 14Therefore it is 

said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

please stand 

GOSPEL  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

1As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked 

him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  

3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s 

works might be revealed in connection with him. 4I must do the works of him who 

sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in 

the world, I am the Light of the World.”  

6After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 

spread the mud on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of 

Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. 

13They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14Now it was a 

Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees 

also asked him how he received his sight.  

“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.”  

16Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does 

not keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man work such 

miraculous signs?”  

There was division among them, 17so they said to the blind man again, “What 

do you say about him, because he opened your eyes?”  

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”  
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34They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to 

teach us?” And they threw him out.  

35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do 

you believe in the Son of God?”  

36“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?”  

37Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking 

with you.”  

38Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him.  

39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do 

not see will see, and those who do see will become blind.”  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound | 379 

 

SERMON Isaiah 42:14-21 

Hear and Listen!  Look and See! 
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please stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

be seated 
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OFFERING 

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Just test me in this, says the 

LORD of Armies. See whether I do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you, until 

there is more than enough” (Malachi 3:10). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

please stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation. 

M: The Lord be with you.  

 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

 



13 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. Now have come the salvation and the power and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

(no musical intro) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 
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be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 

not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17). 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Just As I Am, without One Plea | 397 

 
stanza 6… 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Christ Is the World’s Light | 343 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness | 311 
as needed 

 

continued… 
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please stand 

Thanksgiving 

THANK THE LORD 

(short musical intro) 
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PRAYER 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  Christ Be My Leader | 367 

 

 



21 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEXT MIDWEEK STUDY SURVEY  

Another quick survey has been prepared with four options for our next 

midweek Bible study.  How We Got the Bible naturally will explore how the 

Bible was passed down to us and what books were recognized as canon and 

why.  Christian Decision Making will examine scriptural principles for believers 

to examine as they walk with Christ in life.  The House of the Lord will explore 

the various ways God has dwelt, dwells, and will dwell with his people forever.  How Can They 

Teach That? looks into why some Christian churches preach beliefs that are contrary to what 

Scripture clearly says on several key topics.  You can access the survey via the QR code to the 

right using your phone’s camera app, or you can find copies of the survey in the church basement 

where Bible study sheets are usually found.   

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES CONTINUE    

Our Wednesday Lenten services continue this week at 7:00 pm.  The overall 

theme for the 2023 Lenten services is “His Final Steps.”  The series ponders 

the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute final steps to the 

cross and three days later, his first steps from the tomb. 

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS FROM MLC   

To assist you in your Holy Week observance this year, Martin Luther College is once again 

providing a set of devotions as a gift to you: 7 + 1 Words from the Heart of God.  In these 

devotions, you’ll ponder Christ’s seven words from the cross—plus an additional Easter word. As 

Jesus suffers, what are his thoughts bent toward? What is he most concerned about? What is he 

personally experiencing? His own words give us a glimpse into the heart of the omnipotent God 

himself, who somehow feels sorrow and suffering as he defeats sorrow and suffering.  Some of 

Jesus’ words are somber. Some are sublime. Others signify victory. And all of them matter.  You 

can read these devotions online or request them to be sent to your personal email on a daily 

basis, Palm Sunday to Easter, April 2-9. In the email, you’ll receive the written devotion and the 

link to the author’s audio recording. https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/ 
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EASTER BREAKFAST   

We will be having an Easter Breakfast again this year.  Breakfast will be served between services 

Easter Sunday 7:15-9:00 am.  If you are interested in donating breakfast sweets (sweet rolls or 

coffee cake) please contact Pam/Linda Hoth or Ruth Elsen. (Pam Hoth: 608-386-0169) 

BAKE SALE   

On Palm Sunday, April 2, PACE will be hosting a bake sale between services in the church 

basement. Funds raised will help support the Easter Egg Hunt and various other PACE initiated 

events throughout the year. If you would like to donate a baked good for the event, feel free to 

bring an item to the church basement on Saturday, April 1, between 9:00-10:00 am or on April 2 

prior to the first church service. If baking isn’t your expertise, feel free to indulge on the talents of 

those others have prepared! 

CHURCH BASEMENT UPDATE   

This summer our church basement will be updated.  The update includes new carpet, updated 

kitchen cabinets and appliances, and updated technology for Bible studies and streaming.  We 

will also be replacing the carpet in the sanctuary with new red carpet.  Everything is tentatively 

planned to begin the week of June 5.  The funding for the updates is coming from a generous 

bequest designated for capital improvements.  God be praised for his blessings to our church! 

LUTHERAN PIONEERS   

Lutheran Pioneers is helping youth build their lives around Christ. Beginning with a solid 

foundation, the program aims to strengthen future generations and leaders with truth and 

wisdom through outdoor activities, creative projects, and group adventures. The skills that boys 

and girls learn in the Pioneers prepare them to be the leaders of tomorrow—while they build a 

strong Christian community around them.   

We are currently gauging interest in starting a Lutheran Pioneers program here at St. Paul’s.  If 

you and your child are interested in joining a Pioneers program, please contact Pastor Groth at 

pastor@stpaulsbangor.com. 

For more information on the programs, visit lutheranpioneers.org and lgp.org. 
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WELS TASTE OF MISSIONS   

Registration for Taste of Missions 2023 is now open!  You can join in person or online for a day of 

fellowship with our WELS home and world missionaries and volunteers from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

on Saturday, June 10, 2023, at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, Wis. There will be 

multiple opportunities for fellowship, a worship service to commission new home and world 

missionaries, displays from our various mission fields, and activities for the whole family! In-

person attendees can sample ethnic dishes from various countries where WELS conducts mission 

work as missionaries present on their experience and answer questions about life in a mission 

field.  For those attending the event virtually, everything will be livestreamed for your 

participation. You can witness the commissioning worship service, hear our speakers from home 

and world mission fields, and try the ethnic recipes that will be shared online.  View the full list of 

activities for the day and register at tasteofmissions.com. Registration is $15 per person, with 

children 13 and under attending for free. Those attending in person will receive food tickets to 

sample ethnic cuisine and can purchase additional food from the food trucks. Or attend virtually 

for free! Sign up today at tasteofmissions.com/register. 

GIVING NUMBERS 

The offering giving numbers will not be published in the annual report as has been done in the 

past.  If you would like to know your giving amount for 2022 for tax purposes, please contact our 

treasurer, Dylan Blount, at treasurer@stpaulsbangor.com.  If you need a written letter stating the 

amount you gave, those can be prepared by request as well.   

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2023 Weekly Budget: $11,203.00 Budget to Date: $123,233.00 

Received Last Week: $7,255.43  Rec’d to Date: $88,102.44 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 81     Live Stream Peak: 34     10:00 am: 79     Total: 194 

Sunday Bible Study: 32     Sunday School: 10     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 25  

Midweek Lenten service: 64     Live Stream Peak: 10     Total: 74  



CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

MONDAY 5:30 pm Bible Basics Class 

 7:00 pm Stewardship-Evangelism Meeting 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

TUESDAY 10:00 am Mornings with Mommy 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 7:00 pm Lenten Service  

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship  (Grades PreK-2 singing) 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
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Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 
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