
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIFE FOR THE DEAD 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

March 26, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, death is all around me.  I face death all day long—and not just physical death but the 

prospect of spiritual death.  Today show me your power over death.  Let your voice ring out as it 

did at Lazarus’ tomb so that my soul and my trust in you can be revived.  Point me ever to that 

day when your voice will command all the dead to rise forever, including me by your grace.  In 

your name I pray.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

OPENING HYMN When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | 125 
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please stand 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise   

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

(short musical intro) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore 

the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may 

receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
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be seated 

BAPTISM  p.12 

(10:00 am) Arlo Paul Kleemann  

The Word 

FIRST LESSON   2 Kings 4:17-37 

17But the woman conceived, and she gave birth to a son at that same time of 

year, just as Elisha said to her.  

18The boy grew up, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the 

reapers. 19Then he said to his father, “My head! My head!”  

His father said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20So he picked him up 

and carried him to his mother, and the boy sat on her lap until noon. Then he died.  

21Then she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God. She shut the 

door behind her and went out. 22Then she called to her husband and said, “Send 

one of the servants to me with one of the donkeys, so that I can run to the man of 

God and come back.”  

23He said, “Why are you going to him today? It’s not the new moon, and it’s not 

the Sabbath.”  

But she said, “It’s all right.”   

24Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead the way. Don’t 

slow down for me unless I tell you.”  

25So she went to the man of God at Mount Carmel.  

When the man of God saw her from a distance, he said to his servant Gehazi, 

“Look! That’s the woman from Shunem! 26Now run to meet her and say, ‘Are you all 

right? Is your husband all right? Is your son all right?’ ”  

She answered, “We’re all right.”  

27Then she came to the man of God at the mountain, and she grasped his feet. 

Gehazi stepped forward to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her 
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alone, for her soul is in distress, but the LORD has hidden it from me. He has not 

told me.”  

28Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son? Didn’t I say, ‘Don’t give me false 

hope’?”  

29Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Hike up your garments for travel, and take my 

staff in your hand and go! If you meet someone, do not greet him, and if someone 

greets you, do not answer. Put my staff on the boy’s face.”  

30But the boy’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and your soul lives, I 

will not leave you.” So he got up and followed her. 31Gehazi went ahead of them 

and put the staff on the boy’s face. But there was no sound, and there was no 

response. So he went back to Elisha and told him, “The boy did not wake up.”  

32When Elisha came to the house, there the boy was—dead, lying on his bed. 
33So he went in and he shut the door behind the two of them. Then he prayed to 

the LORD. 34He got up and lay down on top of the boy. He put his mouth to the 

boy’s mouth, his eyes to the boy’s eyes, his palms to the boy’s palms. Then he bent 

down over him, and the boy’s flesh became warm. 35He went back into the house 

and paced back and forth. Then he went up and bent down over him, and the boy 

sneezed seven times. Then the boy opened his eyes.  

36Then Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the woman of Shunem!” So he called 

her, and she came in. He said, “Pick up your son.” 37So she came in and fell at 

Elisha’s feet and bowed down to the ground. Then she picked up her son and went 

out.  
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CHOIR (8:00 am) What Wondrous Love Is This (1-2) | PreK-2nd Grade 

PSALM OF THE DAY (10:00 am) Psalm 116, p.107 

 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 

he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me,* 

I will call on him as long as I live. 

The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 

when I was in great need, he saved me. 

Refrain 

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

How can I repay the LORD* 

for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation* 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  Romans 8:11–19 

11And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the 

one who raised Christ from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive 

through his Spirit, who is dwelling in you.  

12So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with 

it. 13For if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. But if by 

the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live.  

14Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did 

not receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the 

Spirit of adoption by whom we call out, “Abba, Father!” 16The Spirit himself joins 

our spirit in testifying that we are God’s children.  

17Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, since we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him.  

18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19In fact, creation is 

waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  Mark 10:45 

The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 

a ransom for many. 

please stand 

GOSPEL  John 11:17-27, 38–45 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 

four days.  

18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19Many Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother.  

20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary 

was sitting in the house.  

 

continued… 
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21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”  

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  

24Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.”  

25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me 

will live, even if he dies. 26And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish. 

Do you believe this?”  

27“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 

who was to come into the world.”  

38Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone was lying against it. 39“Take away the stone,” he said.  

Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 

odor, because it has been four days.”  

40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory 

of God?” 41So they took away the stone.  

Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42I knew that 

you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing here, so 

that they may believe that you sent me.” 43After he said this, he shouted with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  

44The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with strips 

of linen and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him 

go.”  

45Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did 

believed in him. 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

be seated 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  My Song Is Love Unknown | 110 (1-2, 5-7) 

 

stanzas 6 & 7… 
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SERMON 2 Kings 4:17-37 

God Is the Lord of Life 

please stand 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

be seated 
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Thanksgiving   

OFFERING 

"I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I 

have freely offered all these things. Now with joy I see your people, who are present here to bring the offering 

freely to you" (1 Chronicles 29:17). 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Heavenly Father, because of our sins, we justly deserve to suffer both your curse 

during our time on earth and your condemnation eternally in hell.  But we plead for 

your mercy, because your Son, Jesus, suffered the punishment our sin deserved.   

C: For his sake you have forgiven our sins and cleansed us from all 

unrighteousness.   

M: Now, trusting that he will intercede for us, we dare to ask for your blessing. 

C: Mercifully provide whatever each of us may need for body and life.   

M: Protect us and those we love from all harm and danger.  Maintain good 

government among us, and bless all those in authority with wisdom and integrity.   

C: Defend us from the devil and the world, which would lure us back into the 

way that leads into eternal death.   

M: Destroy in us the desires that are contrary to your will.  Comfort the persecuted, the 

depressed, the sick, and the dying with the assurance that nothing can separate us 

from your love.  Strengthen our faith by the Word of your forgiveness and by the 

sacrament of our Savior’s own body and blood.   

C: Grant that we may praise you, our merciful God, by showing mercy to others 

in all their needs. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
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M:  We commit to your care our bodies and souls and all things, because you have 

purchased us to be your own with the sacrifice of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



15 

HYMN  In Christ Alone | 752 
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please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 

be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN  The Love of Christ Who Died For Me | 749 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEW MIDWEEK STUDY THIS WEEK   

Our new midweek study will be Christian Decision Making. Christians sometimes have difficulty 

deciding what to do. This Bible study leads us to trust God’s love and to be confident that he will 

guide our steps. Lessons explore scriptural principles and examine people in the Bible who have 

made wise or foolish decisions. This study covers the following eight lessons: What Shall I Do? 

Absolute Right or Wrong; Decisions and Adiaphora; I Would Like to Know the Future; God's Word 

Builds Maturity, which Enables Us to Make God-pleasing Decisions; Be Willing to Follow Where God 

Leads; Don't Fear When Unclear; Freedom, Not a Blueprint.  Midweek study is each Tuesday at 7:00 

pm and Wednesday morning at 9:00 am. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES CONTINUE    

Our Wednesday Lenten services continue this week at 7:00 pm.  The overall 

theme for the 2023 Lenten services is “His Final Steps.”  The series ponders 

the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute final steps to the 

cross and three days later, his first steps from the tomb. 

BAKE SALE   

On Palm Sunday, April 2, PACE will be hosting a bake sale between services in the church 

basement. Funds raised will help support the Easter Egg Hunt and various other PACE initiated 

events throughout the year. If you would like to donate a baked good for the event, feel free to 

bring an item to the church basement on Saturday, April 1, between 9:00-10:00 am or on April 2 

prior to the first church service. If baking isn’t your expertise, feel free to indulge on the talents of 

those others have prepared! 

EASTER EGG HUNT   

On April 8, your St. Paul’s School will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt for the children of our 

congregation and community. The event will start at 10:00 am and will include an egg hunt, 

games, an Easter story, and door prizes. We hope that our St. Paul’s family will help support the 

event by either attending the event, spreading the word, or attending the bake sale. Thank you 

for your support. 
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EASTER BREAKFAST   

We will be having an Easter Breakfast again this year.  Breakfast will be served between services 

Easter Sunday 7:15-9:00 am.  If you are interested in donating breakfast sweets (sweet rolls or 

coffee cake) please contact Pam/Linda Hoth or Ruth Elsen. (Pam Hoth: 608-386-0169) 

LUTHERAN PIONEERS   

Lutheran Pioneers is helping youth build their lives around Christ. Beginning with a solid 

foundation, the program aims to strengthen future generations and leaders with truth and 

wisdom through outdoor activities, creative projects, and group adventures. The skills that boys 

and girls learn in the Pioneers prepare them to be the leaders of tomorrow—while they build a 

strong Christian community around them.  We are currently gauging interest in starting a 

Lutheran Pioneers program here at St. Paul’s.  If you and your child are interested in joining a 

Pioneers program, please contact Pastor Groth at pastor@stpaulsbangor.com.  For more 

information on the programs, visit lutheranpioneers.org and lgp.org. 

THE BIG KNIGHT   

Join Luther High School on Saturday, April 22, 2023, for the annual Big Knight dinner auction at 

Celebrations on the River in French Island, WI. The Big Knight is an annual fundraiser supporting 

Luther High. This event is a dinner auction with 100% of the proceeds benefiting the students of 

Luther High. All who attend get to experience a packed silent auction followed by an elegant 

dinner and an incredible live auction. Doors will open at 5:30 pm with registration and the silent 

auction, followed by dinner and live auction. Register at bidpal.net/bigknight23. 

LWMS SPRING RALLY   

I have been invited to be the guest speaker at the LWMS Spring Rally on Saturday, April 15, at 

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church in Burr Oak. Registration begins at 12:30 pm with the program at 1:00 

pm. Having been a missionary in Asia, I will talk about what I learned as a missionary, using John 4 

as an outline of the barriers, struggles, fears, blessings and fruits that come from being one of 

God’s messengers in this world and across cultures. My talk will aim, not only to give insight into 

two specific Asian cultures and the gospel work being done, but also for those attending, to 

consider my message to their own lives as missionaries for the Lord. Come learn from Jesus 

himself, (and from my own blunders) how God powerfully works through his Word and his 

people. A light luncheon will be served following the business meeting. If you plan to attend, 

please contact Sue Kapanke by Saturday, April 8, at 608-486-2170. 



22 

SCRAP ‘N CRAFT   

New Life Resource Center’s 2023 Spring Scrap-N-Craft Fundraiser will be April 29 at Mt. Calvary 

Grace School in La Crosse.  For registration and other info, see the sheets printed in the narthex. 

WELS TASTE OF MISSIONS   

Registration for Taste of Missions 2023 is now open!  You can join in person or online for a day of 

fellowship with our WELS home and world missionaries and volunteers from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

on Saturday, June 10, 2023, at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, Wis. There will be 

multiple opportunities for fellowship, a worship service to commission new home and world 

missionaries, displays from our various mission fields, and activities for the whole family! In-

person attendees can sample ethnic dishes from various countries where WELS conducts mission 

work as missionaries present on their experience and answer questions about life in a mission 

field.  For those attending the event virtually, everything will be livestreamed for your 

participation. You can witness the commissioning worship service, hear our speakers from home 

and world mission fields, and try the ethnic recipes that will be shared online.  View the full list of 

activities for the day and register at tasteofmissions.com. Registration is $15 per person, with 

children 13 and under attending for free. Those attending in person will receive food tickets to 

sample ethnic cuisine and can purchase additional food from the food trucks. Or attend virtually 

for free! Sign up today at tasteofmissions.com/register. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2023 Weekly Budget: $11,203.00 Budget to Date: $134,436.00 

Received Last Week: $7,639.64  Rec’d to Date: $95,742.08 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 155     Live Stream Peak: 18     10:00 am: 83     Total: 256 

Sunday Bible Study: 54     Sunday School: 6     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 23 

Midweek Lenten Service: 64     Live Stream Peak: 10     Total: 74 
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

MONDAY 5:30 pm Bible Basics Class 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 7:00 pm Lenten Service 

THURSDAY 2:00 pm Ladies Aid 

NEXT SUNDAY   Palm Sunday Worship with Luther High 

 8:00 am Worship with Communion  

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 
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WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


