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THE CHRISTIAN IS PLANTED BY THE WORD

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost



ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH | Bangor, WI

July 16 & 17, 2023

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul's. We especially welcome our
guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news
of God's forgiveness through Jesus.

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP

Christ, today help me learn about being a Christian. Remind me of that which planted me in the
realm of your grace and strengthens me so | stay firm in your grace: your Word. Open my eyes
and ears to the truths of your Word found throughout this worship service that | may ever grow in
knowledge of and love for you. In your name | pray. Amen.

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary. The church basement is
also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with
children to utilize during the service if needed.

THANK OFFERING

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will  [m] ik 5! [=]
provide the link to our online giving option. If you're visiting with us today you are Ay ,f’
welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to -

do so. God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy. Ofe he

-dy

HOLY COMMUNION

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion. The Bible tells us that those who take the
Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the
Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their
fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are
members of St. Paul's or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you
are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the
pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.



SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

Service of Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the
gospel in the Scripture readings as well as in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

OPENING HYMN Speak, O Savior; | Am Listening | 283
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2 Oh, what bless-ing to be near you And to lis - ten
3 Lord, your words are wa - ters  liv - ing  Where I quench my
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whole life  through, I may  serve and fol - low
sin - ners, Lord, Flee in ter - ror at  your
be my light Through death’s cold and drear - vy
sing your  praise, From my  heart glad an - thems
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you. Let your Word e’er be my plea - sure
Word, But to all who feel sin’s bur - den
night; Yes, they are my sword pre - vail - ing
raise, Till my high - est praise is giv - en
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And my heart’s most pre - cious trea - sure.
You give peace and words of par - don.
And my cup of joy un - fail - ing.
In the end - less joy of heav - en.

please stand

INVOCATION

M:  The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to

forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful, and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.



ABSOLUTION

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Prayer and Praise

LORD, HAVE MERCY

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer,

O Christ.
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C:  Christ, have mer - cy.

M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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M:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in

your tender care:
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M:

O LORD, OUR LORD

(no musical intro)

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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how glo - rious is your name in all the earth.

O Son of God, e - ter - nal Word of the Fa - ther,
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how glo - rious is your name in all the earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and
love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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be seated



The Word

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 55:6-11

®Seek the LORD while he may be found!
Call on him while he is near!
"Let the wicked man abandon his way.
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts.
Let him turn to the Lord,
and he will show him mercy.
Let him turn to our God,
because he will abundantly pardon.

8Certainly my plans are not your plans,

and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD.
°)ust as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so my ways are higher than your ways,

and my plans are higher than your plans.

'%)ust as the rain and the snow come down from the sky
and do not return there
unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout,
so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
"in the same way my word that goes out from my mouth
will not return to me empty.
Rather, it will accomplish whatever | please,
and it will succeed in the purpose for which | sent it.




SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 3:5-11

*What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are ministers through whom you
believed, and each served as the Lord gave him his role. él planted, Apollos
watered, but God was causing the growth. ’So then, neither the one who plants nor
the one who waters is anything, but it is God who causes the growth. 8The one who
plants and the one who waters are united, and each will receive his own reward
according to his own labor. °For God is the one whom we serve as coworkers, and
you are God's field, God's building.

'%In keeping with the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder, | laid a
foundation, and someone else is building on it. But let each person be careful how
he builds on it. ""In fact, no one can lay any other foundation than the one that has
been laid, which is Jesus Christ.

please stand
GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

'That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. ?A large crowd
gathered around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people
stood on the shore. *He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower
went out to sow. *As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came
and ate it. *Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil.
Immediately the seed sprang up, because the soil was not deep. °But when the sun
rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away. "Other seed
fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and choked it. 8But some seed fell on good
ground and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty
times more than was sown. "Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”

18So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. "When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away
what has been sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path.
2The seed that was sown on rocky ground is the person who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, ?'yet he is not deeply rooted and does not endure.

continued...



When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls
away. *The seed that was sown among the thorns is the one who hears the word,
but the worry of this world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it
produces no fruit. #But the seed that was sown on the good ground is the one
who continues to hear and understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce
fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

be seated
HYMN OF THE DAY Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast | 324
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SERMON Matthew 11:25-30
Let Jesus Do the Talking

I. Listen as he talks to his Father
Il. Listen as he talks to you

At that time, Jesus continued, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you have hidden these things from clever and learned people and have
revealed them to little children. *Yes, Father, because this was pleasing to you.
*’Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the

Son wants to reveal him.

28"Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.

»Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, because | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. **For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.”

please stand

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

11



He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

be seated

OFFERING

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Just test me in this, says the
LorD of Armies. See whether | do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you, until
there is more than enough” (Malachi 3:10).

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation.

LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

12



please stand

The Sacrament

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of
sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as
confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.156 in the hymnal for preparation.

M:  The Lord be with you.
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M:  Lift up your hearts.
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C: We Ilift them up to the Lord.

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for

ever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

(no musical intro)
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C: Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly is the Lord of hosts.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C: A - men.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

(no musical intro)
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be seated

DISTRIBUTION

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it
not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all
partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17).

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Preach You the Word | 544
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2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task
3 The sow - er SOWS; his  reck - less love
4 Though some be  snatched and some be scorched
5 Preach you the Word and plant it home
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To those  who like or like it not,
Your ser - vant bids us un - der - take:
Scat - ters a broad the good - ly seed,
And some be choked and mat - ted flat,
And nev - er faint; the Har - vest - Lord
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To preach  your Word and nev - er ask
In - tent a lone that  there may be
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When flow’rs and mor - tals are for - got.
What  pride - ful prof - it it may make.
The whole - some loaves that peo - ple need.
“Oh, what of that, and what of that?”
Will  watch and tend his  plant - ed Word.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Good News of God Above | 568
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior | 313
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1 Je - sus Christ, our bless-ed Sav - ior, Turned a - way
2 As his  pledge of love wun - dy - ing, He, this pre -
3 Je - sus here him - self is shar - ing; Take heed how
4 Use - less would be Je - sus’ pas - sion If sal - va -
5 Christ says, “Come, all you that la - bor, And re - ceive
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my grace and fa - vor;  Those who feel no pain or
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bread And with the wine the blood he shed.
lieve, Judg - ment in - stead you shall re - ceive.
pose You need not him who died and rose.
ill Need no phy - si - cian’s help or skill.”

6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken
That this food is to be taken
By the souls who are distressed,
By hearts that long for peace and rest.

7 Praise the Father, who from heaven
Unto us such food has given
And, to mend what we have done,
Gave into death his only Son.

8 If your heart this truth professes
And your mouth your sin confesses,
Surely you will be his guest
And at his banquet ever blest.
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please stand

Thanksgiving

THANK THE LORD

(short musical intro)
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He re-news his prom-is - es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with
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PRAYER
M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

A - men.
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BLESSING

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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be seated

CLOSING HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown | 322
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

QUARTERLY VOTERS' MEETING

Our next quarterly voters’ meeting will be after second service today at 11:15 am. Thank the Lord
of all things that he has given us this ministry to share for the proclamation of his life-giving
Word.

ST. PAUL'S @ THE COUNTY FAIR THIS WEDNESDAY'!

Our church will be manning the WELS booth at the county fair the evening of Wednesday, July 19.
We've had some great conversations with fair goers about Jesus, have given away some great
prizes, and have made some good contacts for church prospects for the area churches. If you
would like to help man the booth, please speak with Pastor Groth. (There will most likely be some
cheese curds and malts in it for you, too.) If you would like to donate some school supplies for
the prizes, please speak with Bart Horstman.

FUN DAZE PARADE

Mark your calendars for the Bangor Fun Daze Parade on Sunday, August 13, at noon. We're
looking forward to having another fleet of St. Paul’'s members to hand out candy and pocket
invites to our church and school. God be praised for this opportunity for our congregation to be
in front of the community!

WELS/ELS SINGLES RETREAT

The WELS/ELS Singles Retreat for 2023 is November 10-12, at Camp Phillip, Wisconsin.
Registration is open and the early bird rate is $140. Early bird registration will continue through
August 1. Regular registration will be $150. All registration will close on October 1. If you have
activity ideas or ways you can help, feel free to email at retreat@wels-els-singles.com. More
details and register at wels-els-singles.com/2023-retreat/.

OFFERING SUMMARY (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund)

2023 Weekly Budget: $11,203.00  Budget to Date: $313,684.00
Received Last Week: N/A  Rec'd to Date: N/A

LAST WEEK’'S ATTENDANCE
N/A
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CALENDAR

TODAY 8:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
MONDAY 7:00 pm
WEDNESDAY 5:00 pm
NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am
10:00 am

Worship with Communion
Worship with Communion
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

Worship with Communion
St. Paul’s @ County Fair Booth

Worship
Worship

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister
Accompanist

Pastor Galen Riediger, Christ Lutheran, West Salem

Harriet Langrehr

Copyright Information

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org
Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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