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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

October 1, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, oftentimes I say your name, confess my sins, or hear your Word without even truly 

thinking about it.  I can do good deeds with an empty heart.  Forgive me for my spiritual 

insincerity of just going through the motions of my faith life.  Wake me up today so that I can 

exhibit true repentance and a genuine faith in you and your grace.  In your name I ask this.  Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SETTING THREE  p.188 

The Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the Word of God and the 

forgiveness, life, and salvation we receive through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

OPENING HYMN 914 Christ Is Our Cornerstone 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: tr. John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt.; Latin, c. 8th cent., abr. 

Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 

A soloist will lead the congregation. Join as comfortable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 
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The Word 

 

SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

  

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 

hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

1The word of the LORD came to me.  

2What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb concerning the soil 

of Israel, “Fathers eat sour grapes, and their sons’ teeth are set on edge”? 3As 

surely as I live, declares the LORD God, you will never again use this proverb in 

Israel. 4Indeed, all souls are mine. The soul of the father is mine just like the soul 

of the son. The soul who sins is the one who will die.  

25But you say, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Listen now, house of Israel. Is it my 

way that is not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26If a righteous man turns 

away from his righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die because 

of it. Because of the unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die.  

27But if a wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and 

practices justice and righteousness, he will preserve his life. 28Because he has seen 
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and turned away from all the rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely 

live, and he will not die. 29But the house of Israel says, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” 

Is it really my ways that are not fair, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are 

not fair?  

30Therefore, I will judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of 

Israel, declares the LORD God. Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, 

so that you will not set out a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 31Throw off 

from yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and 

obtain a new heart and a new spirit for yourselves. Why should you die, O house 

of Israel? 32For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies, declares the 

LORD God. So repent and live! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING     Philippians 2:1–11 

1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 

fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2then make my joy 

complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being united in spirit, and 

having one mind. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in 

humility consider one another better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look carefully 

not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

5Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6Though he was 

by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7but 

he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human 

likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also 

highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 51:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia! 

My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;  

a broken and contrite heart you will not despise. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–32 

23When Jesus went into the temple courts, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came to him while he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you 

doing these things?” and “Who gave you this authority?”  

24Jesus answered them, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer it, I will tell 

you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, where was it from? 

From heaven or from men?”  

They discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 

to us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From men,’ we are afraid 

of the crowd, since they all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We 

do not know.”  

He said to them, “Then I will not tell you by what authority I do these things.”  

28“What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

work today in my vineyard.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind 

and went. 30He came to the second and said the same thing. The second son 

answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his 

father?”  

They said to him, “The first.”  

Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness, but you did not believe him. However, the tax collectors and 

prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw this, you did not change your mind 

and believe him. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 547 At the Name of Jesus 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
verses 5 & 6… 
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5 In your hearts enthrone him; 

    there let him subdue 

all that is not holy, 

    all that is not true. 

Crown him as your captain 

    in temptation’s hour; 

let his will enfold you 

    in its light and pow’r. 

 

6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 

    shall return again 

in his Father’s glory, 

    with his angel train; 

for all wreaths of empire 

    meet upon his brow, 

and our hearts confess him 

    King of glory now. 

 
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–1877, abr., alt. 

Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

SERMON Matthew 21:23–32 

It’s Time for a Change of Mind 
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Stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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OFFERING 

“Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break 

in and steal. But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 

(Matthew 6:19-21). 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The pastor speaks the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

 

Stand 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.295 in the hymnal for preparation. 

 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is 

with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the 

saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 

Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the 

crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your 

Son to redeem us from sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to 

redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death 

on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, 

increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day 

when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and 

glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

 body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 

Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

 

Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, 

is it not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, 

for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17).   

 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 656 As Surely As I Live, God Said 
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5 The words which absolution give 

are his who died that we might live; 

the minister whom Christ has sent 

is but his humble instrument. 

 

6 When ministers lay on their hands, 

absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 

he who by grace the Word believes 

forgiveness, sure and sweet, receives. 

 

7 Praise God the Father and the Son 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One, 

as was, is now, and so shall be 

forever and eternally! 

 

 
Text: tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.; Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561, abr. 

Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 534 Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, London, 1760; A Collection of Hymns, London, 1757 

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

as needed 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

verses 5-8… 
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5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    yet faith this truth embraces: 

your body, Lord, is even now 

    at once in many places. 

I leave to you how this can be; 

your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what you have said; 

    help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    and let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

refreshes me and stills my fears 

    and is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

and, truly grieving for our sins, 

    may prove by our behavior 

that we are thankful for your grace 

and day by day may run our race, 

    in holiness increasing. 

 

8 For your consoling supper, Lord, 

    be praised through out all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    the world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

a blessèd comfort unto me 

    when living and when dying. 

 

 
Text: tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.; Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668 

Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son 

to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule 

our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN 928 May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING 

Our next quarterly voters’ meeting is Sunday, October 8, at 11:15 am in the church basement. 

HELP BUILD UP SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School is one of the main ministries our church offers to Christian families for the biblical 

instruction of their children.  Sunday School lessons allow children to become familiar with Bible 

stories and create a deeper understanding of Scripture and of God’s plan of salvation.  It also 

helps develop the godly habit of attending Bible study on Sunday mornings beyond 8th grade.  

Parents can grow, too, as adult Bible study takes place at the same time. 

The Lord blessed us with an increase in Sunday School attendance last year, but we’re looking to 

continue to build off of last year and build up our numbers so more families are in God’s Word 

together on Sundays.  So we’d love to see you there when Sunday School and Bible study start 

back up on September 10.  And bring a friend! 

MIDWEEK STUDY – THE BOOK OF REVELATION  

Our first midweek Bible study this fall is on one of the most interesting books of Scripture: 

Revelation.  Chapter by chapter the author cuts a pathway through each vision and prophecy of 

Revelation until he reaches the clearing where we behold a new heaven and a new earth.  The 12 

Lessons include: The Purpose, Outline and Interpretation of the Book; The Letters to the Seven 

Churches; God's Rule of the World; The Seven Seals; God's Judgment of the World; The Church 

Secure and Glorified; The Devil and His Helpers Appear; The Seven Bowls of Wrath; The Downfall 

of the Devil's Allies; The Millennium; The New Heaven and the New Earth; and Review.  Join us as 

we continue to dive into the imagery and meaning of Christ our Savior in the book of Revelation. 

NEW WORSHIP RESOURCE FROM NPH   

My Christian Worship is a note-taking journal for Christians to use during worship services and 

throughout the week, enhances and facilitates a more mindful participative worship experience, a 

more personal connection to the hymnal, and suggestions for using the hymnal beyond Sunday 

for personal devotional use throughout the week. Features include: Seven tips to help you get the 

most out of time spent in God's Word and enrich your worship experience; Lists of passages in 
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God's Word that provide guidance, comfort, encouragement, and strength in a 

variety of situations; Helpful prayers for you to use throughout the service and 

the following week; Ability to organize and take notes during the service helps 

you retain key information from the sermon; Listing of helpful Christian 

Worship: Hymnal resources for your personal devotional use throughout the 

week, including: Daily Devotions, Daily Lectionary, Personal Prayers, Questions 

to Prepare for Communion, and Christian Worship: Psalter.  For more info and 

to order, please visit online.nph.net/my-christian-worship.html. 

LIVE NATIVITY PROP REPAIR NIGHTS  

We will be starting to prepare/repair our props for our 2023 season on October 2nd.  Prop repair 

nights are Mondays and Wednesdays in October from 6:30-9pm at the Rotary Building (27 

Market St. - entrance at center of the building.) Oct. 2,4,9,11,16,18,23,25 are all the dates we will 

be needing help. Come lend a hand for whatever time you are available on those dates. Thank 

you so much for your willingness to help! Questions? Call George Italiano (608-317-0271). 

LWMS FALL RALLY  

The LWMS Fall Rally will be held on Sunday, October 22, 2023, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 

Tomah, WI. Registration will begin at 12:30 with the program starting at 1:00 pm. The guest 

speaker for the fall rally is Pastor Dennis Kleist, one of the directors of Costa Maya Ministries. A 

light luncheon will be served following the business meeting. 

FALL SCRAP-N-CRAFT  

Registration for this year’s fall Scrap-N-Craft event can be found printed in the narthex.  The event 

is at Mt. Calvary Grace School (1614 Park, La Crosse) on Saturday, October 14, from 9:00 am to 

7:00 pm. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2023 Weekly Budget: $11,203.00 Budget to Date: $436,917.00 

Received Last Week: $12,067.66  Rec’d to Date: $312,307.17 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 155     Live Stream Peak: 22     10:00 am: 81     Total: 258 

Sunday Bible Study: 38     Sunday School: 9     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 47   



CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 7:00 pm PACE Meeting 

MONDAY 7:00 pm Choir 

TUESDAY 10:00 am Mornings with Mommy 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 3:30 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 5:30 pm Education Committee 

 7:00 pm Church Council 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:15 am Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org  Software distributed in 

partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.
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