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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

November 22, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

My strength and song is the LORD, and he has become salvation for me. I will not die. No, I will 

live, and I will proclaim the works of the LORD. The LORD has chastened me severely, but he has 

not handed me over to death. Open for me the gates of righteousness. I will enter them. I will 

give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate to the LORD. The righteous enter it. I will give you 

thanks, because you answered me, and you have become salvation for me. Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SETTING ONE  p.154 

The Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the Word of God and the 

forgiveness, life, and salvation we receive through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

CHOIR With Joyful Thanksgiving 

 
Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD  (from Psalm 147) 

for Bodily Blessings 

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving.  

Make music to our God on the harp. 

 

He covers the sky with clouds; 

He supplies the earth with rain. 

 

And makes grass grow on the hills. 

He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. 

 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from the heavens. 

Praise the Lord. 

 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD  (from Psalm 103) 

for Spiritual Blessings 

 

Praise the Lord, O my soul;  

All my inmost being, praise his holy name.  continued… 
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Praise the Lord, O my soul,  

And forget not all his benefits.  

 

He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases; 

He redeems my life from the pit and crowns me with love and compassion.  

 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve. 

Or repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,  

So great is his love for those who fear him; 

 

As far as the east is from the west,  

So far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

 

The Lord has established His throne in heaven. 

And his kingdom rules over all. 

  

Praise the Lord, all his works everywhere in his dominion. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

  

CONFESSION 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, 

    I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. 

        In what I have done and left undone, 

            I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. 

    I have not loved others as you command. 

For this I deserve your punishment now and forever. 

    I am sorry for my sins. 

    I repent of them. 

    I beg for your mercy. 
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Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

ABSOLUTION 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 

  

In the name of  Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN 508 Sing to the Lord of Harvest sts. 1, 3 

(short musical intro) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–1875, abr., alt. 

Tune: Johann Steurlein, 1546–1613 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, your mercies are new every morning, and you graciously provide for 

all our needs of body and soul. Grant us your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge 

your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience all 

our days; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:18–22 

18Then King David went and sat before the LORD and said:  

Who am I, LORD God? And what is my house that you have brought me to this 

point? 19Yet this was a small thing in your eyes, LORD God. You have also spoken 

about the house of your servant for a long time into the future. Is this the law for the 

man, LORD God?  

20What more can David say to you? You know your servant, LORD God. 21Because 

of your word and according to the plan of your heart, you have carried out this great 

thing in order to make your servant aware of it. 22Therefore, you are great, LORD God, 

because there is none like you. There is no God except you, in keeping with 

everything we have heard with our ears.  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING Philippians 4:4–9 

4Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if anything is 

excellent, and if anything is praiseworthy, think about these things. 9The things that 

you learned, received, heard, and saw in me: Keep doing these things. And the God 

of peace will be with you.  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 136:1 

Alleluia!  

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.  

His love endures forever. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL Luke 7:36–50 

36A certain one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him. Jesus entered the 

Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37Just then a sinful woman from that town 

learned that he was reclining in the Pharisee’s house. She brought an alabaster jar of 

perfume, 38stood behind him near his feet weeping, and began to wet his feet with 

her tears. Then she began to wipe them with her hair while also kissing his feet and 

anointing them with the perfume. 39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, 

he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would realize who is touching him 

continued… 
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and what kind of woman she is, because she is a sinner.”  

40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”  

He said, “Teacher, say it.”  

41“A certain moneylender had two debtors. The one owed five hundred denarii, 

and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he forgave them both. So, which of 

them will love him more?”  

43Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the larger debt forgiven.”  

Then he told him, “You have judged correctly.” 44Turning toward the woman, he 

said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house, but you did not give 

me water for my feet. Yet she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with 

her hair. 45You did not give me a kiss, but she, from the time I entered, has not 

stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed 

my feet with perfume. 47Therefore I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; that is 

why she loved so much. But the one who is forgiven little loves little.” 48Then Jesus 

said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.”  

49Those reclining at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is 

this who even forgives sins?”  

50He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”  

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 597 Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Martin Rinkert, 1586–1649 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

SERMONETTE 2 Samuel 7:18-22 

Who Am I, LORD God? 
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Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and an Explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that God made me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. 

  

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing 

and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, 

cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life.  God also 

preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me 

from all evil.  All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father 

in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to 

thank and praise, to serve and obey him.    

  

This is most certainly true. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING 

"The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. The one who sows generously will also reap 

generously. Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for 

God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:6,7). 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The pastor speaks the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 
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Stand 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.295 in the hymnal for preparation. 

 

PREFACE 

The cup of blessing that we bless,  

is it not a communion of the blood of Christ?  

  

The bread that we break,  

is it not a communion of the body of Christ?  

  

Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body,  

for we all partake of the one bread.  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 

ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

  

    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

  

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

 body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, 

is it not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, 

for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17).  Please follow the directions of the ushers 

during distribution. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 754 Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast, 

    for joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul, 

for walls and wars that hide your mercies vast 

    and blur our vision of the kingdom goal: 

 

6 Open our eyes to see your love’s intent, 

    to know with mind and heart its depth and height; 

let thankful days in loving labor spent 

    reflect the truly Christlike life and light. 
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Text: William W. Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt. 

Tune: Alfred M. Smith, 1879–1971 

Text: © 1965 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Tune: © 1990 Estate of Alfred M. Smith. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 624 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Joachim Neander, 1650–1680 

Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, Stralsund, 1665, alt 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 506 For the Fruits of His Creation 

as needed 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN 507 Let All Things Now Living 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892–1980 

Tune: Welsh 

Text: © 1939 ren. 1966 E.C.Shirmer Music Company. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Tune: Public domain  
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Instrumentalists  Micah Gray 

 Josh Stratman 
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