
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE LIVING LORD PRODUCES ACTIVE FAITH 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

April 28, 2024 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Living Lord, bless my worship today.  Refresh in me an active faith that seeks to glorify you and 

the Father above all things.  Help me see the areas of my life and heart that threaten to cause my 

faith to wither, and strengthen my connection to you and the spiritual life you give.  I pray these 

things in your powerful name.  Amen. 

 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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SETTING ONE  p.154 

The Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the Word of God and the 

forgiveness, life, and salvation we receive through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

OPENING HYMN  (8:00 am) 631 Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening 
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PREK-8 CHOIR  (10:00 am) This Is the Day 

 
Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the 

cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace 

with God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 
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GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH 
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The Word 
 

SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 

this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HOLY BAPTISM  (10:00 am) p. 261 

Sterling William Holzhausen 

 

FIRST READING Acts 4:32–37 

32The whole group of believers was one in heart and soul. No one claimed that 

any of his possessions was his own, but they held everything in common. 33The 

apostles continued to testify about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ with 

great power, and abundant grace was on all of them. 34There was not a needy person 

among them. For from time to time those who were owners of lands or houses sold 

them, brought the proceeds received from what was sold, 35and laid it at the 

apostles’ feet. It was distributed to each one according to what anyone needed. 



8 

36Joseph, who was called Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated “son of 

encouragement”), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37sold a field that belonged to him. He 

brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 63 

Choir will sing the refrain once through, then the congregation will join a second time through.  

Choir sings the verses, congregation joins for the refrains. 

 

 

 

 
 

1 O God, you are my God; for you I long; 

for you my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water. 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 

to see your strength and your glory. (Refrain) 

 

2 For your love is better than life, 

my lips will speak your praise. 

So I will bless you all my life, 
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in your name I will lift up my hands. 

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

my mouth shall praise you with joy. (Refrain) 

 

3 On my bed I remember you. 

On you I muse through the night, 

for you have been my help; 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 

My soul clings to you; 

your right hand holds me fast. (Refrain) 

 
Text: © 1963, 1986, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

 

SECOND READING 1 John 3:18–24 

18Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in 

action and truth.  

19This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at 

rest in his presence: 20If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and 

he knows everything. 21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God. 22We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we 

keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. 23This then is his command: 

that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and that we love one another 

just as he commanded us. 24The one who keeps his commands remains in God and 

God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We know it from the Spirit, 

whom he has given to us. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 15:5 

Alleluia!  

I am the vine; you are the branches.  

If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit. 

Alleluia!  

 

GOSPEL John 15:1–8 

1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2Every branch in me that does 

not bear fruit, he is going to cut off. And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, 

so that it will bear more fruit.  

3“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, 

and I am going to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain 

in the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

5“I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is 

the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 6If anyone 

does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers. Such branches 

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words 

remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is 

glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 464 I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; attr. Johann J. Möller, 1660–1733, abr 

Tune: Johann R. Ahle, 1625–1673 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON John 15:1-8 

Remain in the Life-giving Vine 

 

Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 

OFFERING 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9). 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this season, for you have risen and 

conquered the grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts, and implant it in 

our minds.  

Through the good news of your resurrection, renew our hope and revive our 

faith. 

  

By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You 

have put our sin to death and have given us a new life.  

Enable us each day to think of ourselves as dead to sin and alive to you, so that 

we may walk in newness of life in all we do. 

  

In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who 

grieve the loss of a Christian they love. [We remember especially...] Direct their eyes 

to your empty tomb and ease their pain by reminding them their loved ones will one 

day rise again. 

Encourage them with the meaning of your victory. 

  

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of your resurrection reach 

them and awaken faith in their hearts.  

Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their souls and the 

message of hope to their hearts. 

  

Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, 

receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body 

or mind. [Especially bless…] Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and 

comfort them with your promise to raise and give them and all believers new, 

glorified bodies like yours. 

Build up their trust in you and your eternal care. 

 
Special intercessions may follow. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

 
Silent prayer 
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Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your 

Word and the feast of your sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast 

with you in eternal glory.  

In living faith we bring these petitions.  Amen. 

 

HYMN 578 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 

Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

CLOSING HYMN 455 Alleluia! Jesus Lives 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–1897, alt.; Karl B. Garve, 1763–1841, abr. 

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–1887 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

VICTORY SERVICE FOR PHYLLIS BERG   

Our Lord took Phyllis Berg home to heaven this past week.  Her victory service (funeral) will be 

this Monday, April 29, at 11:00 am.  The family will also be having a visitation in the church before 

the service starting at 9:00 am.  God be praised for sending a Savior to win eternal life for Phyllis. 

HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE   

Our midweek Bible study series is called How We Got the Bible. The story of the Bible has been 

called “The Greatest Story Ever Told.” But did you ever wonder where the Bible came from? Who 

wrote it? Why did they write it? Who decided which books to include? In this study, Dr. Paul Maier 

travels to The Bible Museum in Goodyear, Arizona, to take a look at how we got the Bible. Join us 

this Tuesday or Wednesday as we dive into how the Lord has preserved his sacred Word. 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL PICNIC   

In the hope that more of our church family will be able to attend, this year we’re going to have 

our church and school picnic on Sunday, May 26, following the second service.  It will be held at 

the revamped school grounds so the congregation can enjoy the new blessings we have at the 

school.  There will be food and games and good fellowship and fun.   

The faculty is leading the planning and preparation, but we need much help.  Please consider 

helping.  We look for many volunteers to make this picnic a success for our St. Paul’s family.  A 

planning meeting will be next Thursday, May 2, in the church basement, at 6:00 pm. 

ST. PAUL’S LIBRARY WISH LIST   

We have new beautiful cabinets installed in the basement.  The plan for the upper cabinets is to 

develop a bigger church library for members to utilize.  A library wish list has been compiled of 

books and series that would provide a great blessing to the congregation as we seek to grow in 

the grace and knowledge of our Lord, his work in the world, the history of salvation and church 

history, how to interact with people of other religions and evaluate the teachings of other 

Christian denominations, and more.  If you would like to donate money toward the purchase of 

new books for our library, you can find copies of the wish list printed in the narthex.  You can 

submit gifts via the offering plate with “library” in the memo line, and if you’d like a specific book 

or series purchased then please send a note to Pastor Groth. 
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LUTHER’S BIG KNIGHT   

The Big Knight is an annual fundraiser supporting Luther High School. This event is a dinner 

auction with 100% of the proceeds benefiting the students of Luther High. All who attend get to 

experience a packed silent auction followed by an elegant dinner and an incredible live auction. 

Join us on Saturday, April 20, 2024, for the annual Big Knight dinner auction at Celebrations on 

the River in French Island, WI. This event not only raises funds for tuition assistance, but is a night 

of exceptional auction items, great food, and fellowship with others who love Luther High School. 

Doors will open at 5:30 pm with registration and the silent auction, followed by dinner and live 

auction. Tickets can be purchased here: https://one.bidpal.net/thebigknight2024/ticketing.  

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2024 Weekly Budget: $11,826.00 Budget to Date: $189,216.00 

Received Last Week: $6,767.63  Rec’d to Date: $143,586.33 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 150     Online Viewers: 39     10:00 am: 63     Total: 252 

Sunday Bible Study: 29     Sunday School: 8     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 27   
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship  

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship  

 6:30 pm Piano Recital at St. Paul’s Church 

MONDAY 9:00 am Visitation for Phyllis Berg 

 11:00 am Victory Service for Phyllis Berg 

 6:00 pm Bible Basics Class 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 3:30 pm Public School Catechism Class 

 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting (at school) 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting (at school) 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion  

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 
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