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FOLLOWERSHIP

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST SEE THE TRUE PURPOSE OF HIS POWER

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost



ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH | Bangor, WI

September 8, 2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul's. We especially welcome our
guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news
of God's forgiveness through Jesus.

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP

Lord Almighty, you are the omnipotent God sustaining all things by the power of your will and
Word. As | contemplate your power at work through the incarnate Word, my Lord Jesus Christ,
help me especially remember the purpose of your power at work in him. Guide me not to focus
on the earthly blessings he can provide but on the salvation he worked through his almighty
power. InJesus’ name | pray as | prepare to worship with my brothers and sisters. Amen.

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary. The church basement is
also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with
children to utilize during the service if needed.

THANK OFFERING

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will
provide the link to our online giving option. If you're visiting with us today you are
welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to
do so. God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.




SETTING THREE p.188

The Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the Word of God and the
forgiveness, life, and salvation we receive through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

OPENING HYMN 627 To God Be the Glory
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1 To God be the glo - ry, great things he has done!
2 Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
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and give him the glo - ry, great things he has done!
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INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the 4~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

DECLARATION OF GRACE
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be
our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the
cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace
with God now and forever.
Amen.



LORD, HAVE MERCY

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE YOUR NAME

(no musical intro)
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant
us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become
partakers of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING Isaiah 35:4-7a

“Tell those who have a fearful heart:
Be strong.
Do not be afraid.
Look! Your God will come with vengeance.
With God's own retribution, he will come and save you.



>Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,

and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged.

®The crippled will leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.

Waters will flow in the wilderness,

and streams in the wasteland.

"The burning sand will become a pool,

and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 146

Soloist will sing the refrain once through, followed by a second time with the congregation.
Soloist sings the verses. Congregation joins for the refrains.

Refrain
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the LORD loves the right - eous.

| will praise the LORD / all my life;
| will sing praise to my God as long / as | live.

Do not put your trust in / princes,
in human beings, who / cannot save.

Blessed are those whose help is the God of / Jacob,
whose hope is in the / LORD their God. Refrain

He upholds the cause of / the oppressed
and gives food to the / hungry.



The LORD sets / pris'ners free,
the LORD gives sight / to the blind.
The LORD reigns for- / ever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations. / Praise the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Refrain
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the LORD loves the right - eous.
SECOND READING Acts 3:1-10

'Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, an hour of prayer.
2A certain man who was lame from birth was carried there every day and placed at
the temple gate, which is called Beautiful, so that he could beg for donations from
those entering the temple. *When he saw Peter and John about to enter the temple,
he asked them for a donation.

“peter looked directly at him, as did John. Peter said, “Look at us.” >So the man
paid close attention to them, expecting to receive something from them.

®But Peter said, “Silver and gold | do not have, but what | have | will give you. In
the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!” "Peter took him by the right
hand and raised him up, and immediately the man's feet and ankles were made
strong. 8Jumping up, he stood and began to walk. He entered the temple courts with
them, walking, jumping, and praising God.



%All the people saw him walking and praising God. "°They recognized him as the
one who used to sit begging for money at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they
were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Isaiah 25:9

Alleluia!

Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us.
Let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mark 7:31-37

*Jesus left the region of Tyre again and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee,
within the region of the Decapolis.

32They brought a man to him who was deaf and had a speech impediment. They
pleaded with Jesus to place his hand on him. **Jesus took him aside in private, away
from the crowd. He put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the
man's tongue. **After he looked up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha!”
(which means “Be opened!”) **Immediately the man's ears were opened, his tongue
was set free, and he began to speak plainly. *Jesus gave the people strict orders to
tell no one, but the more he did so, the more they kept proclaiming it. *’They were
amazed beyond measure and said, “He has done everything well. He even makes the
deaf hear and the mute speak!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s
devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger
children’s participation.

HYMN OF THE DAY 520 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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God and King, the tri - umphs of his grace!
earth a - broad, the hon - ors of your name.
sin - ner’s ears, tis life and health and peace.
foul - est clean; his blood a - vails for me.

5 See all your sins on Jesus laid;
the Lamb of God was slain.
His life was once an off'ring made
that you might live again.

6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be ever, ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the Church in earth and heav'n.
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SERMON Mark 4:26-32
God Works

Through the Spirit
From small beginnings

**He said, “The kingdom of God is like this: A man scatters seed on the ground,
°"and while he sleeps and rises, night and day, the seed sprouts and grows, though
he does not know how. ?The ground produces fruit on its own: first the blade, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. ?When the crop is ready, he swings the
sickle without delay, because the harvest has come.”

3%Then he said, “To what should we compare the kingdom of God? Or with what
parable may we picture it? *'It is like a mustard seed, which when sown on the
ground is one of the smallest of all the seeds planted in the ground. **Yet when it is
planted, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out
large branches so that the birds of the sky can nest under its shade.”

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

OFFERING

"I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my
heart | have freely offered all these things. Now with joy | see your people, who are present here to bring
the offering freely to you" (1 Chronicles 29:17).

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for reconciling us to
yourself through the sufferings and death of your dear Son.

Through him we have confidence to enter into your presence and to bring you
our prayers and petitions.

Out of the infinite bounty of your goodness, grant us a rich measure of your Spirit.
Let the love of Christ fill your Church, so that it may flourish in all good works. Help
us show love and compassion for all who are in need.

Bestow on the nations of the earth the knowledge of your mercy, that they may
turn to you, the only God, and find salvation in you.

Strengthen our faith so that we unfailingly come to you in prayer for all our bodily
needs.

Give a special measure of your power to those who are sorrowful or mourning,
who are in pain or sickness, or who may be in temptation or peril.

Help us patiently endure any chastening and afflictions you permit to come into our
lives, knowing that you are using them in love to prepare us for that joyful

communion with you.
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Remind us always that fellowship with you is ours for all eternity.

Special intercessions may be added

here.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer

Accept our prayers and intercessions, and provide for all our needs not because we
are worthy but for the sake of Jesus our Savior.

Amen.
HYMN 576 Amazing Grace
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Text (sts. 1-3): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt, (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman

Text and tune: Public domain
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PRAYER

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’'s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated
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CLOSING HYMN
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816 | Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus
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I am trust-ing vyou, Lord Je - sus,
I am trust-ing you for par - don;
I am trust-ing you for cleans-ing

I am trust-ing you to guide me;

trust-ing on - ly vyou;
at your feet I bow,
the crim-son flood;

a - lone shall lead,
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trust - ing you for full sal - va - tion, free and true.
for your grace and ten - der mer - cy trust - ing now.
trust - ing you to make me ho - ly by  your blood.
ev - ’ry day and hour sup - ply - ing all my need.

5 | am trusting you for power;
you can never fail.
Words which you yourself shall give me
must prevail.

6 | am trusting you, Lord Jesus;
never let me fall.
| am trusting you forever
and for all.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIBLE STUDIES BEGIN TODAY!

After our break for the summer, all Bible studies are back beginning this week. They will generally
run each week until Memorial Day.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School begins today at 9:10 am. Any children 3 years old (potty-trained) and up are free
to attend. The children will be divided by age, with one group using the Sunday School room in
the basement and the other using the sanctuary. Children of middle school age are free to
choose between the older group of Sunday School students or the adult class if they prefer. If
you have any questions about Sunday School, feel free to contact Angela Bunker at 608-633-
7357.

NEW SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY

We will be changing up our Sunday adult Bible study between services this year a bit. We will be
using an adult course called “Growing in Christ” that will take us through portions of Scripture for
insight and application. Our first unit will cover the first half of the book of Genesis. Join us for a
weekly half-hour of study beginning today!

MIDWEEK STUDY - THE LIFE OF DAVID

Our first midweek study this fall will be on the life of King David. The Life of David Bible study
draws from eight segments of David's life and connects them to our lives. The Lord uses David's
strengths and weaknesses to teach his church. From David killing Goliath to David being
overcome by temptation, we can see images of ourselves and learn how God deals justly with
those he loves.

CHOIR BEGINS THIS WEEK

Choir begins on Monday September 9t at 7:00 pm in the church basement. New members are
welcome to join. If you have any questions about the adult choir, contact Brian Berg at 608-351-
9025.
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LIVE NATIVITY THANK YOU DINNER

FOR: Anyone who has volunteered for Live Nativity in any capacity this past year!

DATE: Wednesday, September 18t

TIME: 6:00pm A light dinner will be served. Food will be available throughout the evening.
6:30pm Prayer/Devotion- Updates- Question/Answer session
7:00pm (approx.) Steering Committee Meeting (you are welcome to stay for that if you
wish)

LOCATION: 1st Lutheran Church basement. (400 West Ave.)

Come enjoy some fellowship and be the first to hear about some fun new updates that are in the

works. Questions? Contact Pat McGuire 608-385-0178

2024 MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE

The 9™ Annual Men of His Word Conference (Theme: Built to SERVE) will be held at the Mayo
Civic Center in downtown Rochester, MN, on Saturday, October 26, 2024. Please go online at
www.menofhisword.org to register and get details about schedule, breakout sessions, keynote
speaker, cost, etc. Please join us for a day of worship, praise and fellowship in God's Word!

COULEE CHORALE

Coulee Chorale is back for its 2024 Christmas season under the direction of Mr. Paul Adickes, Mr.
Gregory Baures, and Miss Emily Schmidt! You are invited to join this group of Christians as we
praise God through His gift of music! Rehearsals will be held at Luther High School from 6:00-8:00
p.m. on November 10th, 17th, 24th, and December 1st, and from 9:00-11:00 a.m. on December
7th to prepare for our concert on December 8th at 2:00 p.m. Sign up to sing today at
https://forms.gle/bQffFefMBayytA548. Questions? Contact Paul Adickes at
adicpaul@luther.k12.wi.us or 608-783-5435, ext. 1340.

JUNIOR KNIGHTS BASKETBALL

Luther Junior Knights offers a basketball program for boys and girls in 4th-8th grade in the Luther
High Association. This program is for additional basketball tournaments outside of LALSAC
games. We do our best to avoid any practices or tournaments that would conflict with LALSAC
basketball. In order to meet the needs of all our players, we are hoping to offer both
“fundamental” and "competitive" teams this year. If your son or daughter is considering playing
basketball through Luther Junior Knights, please register now, so we can plan accordingly.
Registration is open through 9/13/24. More information and registration can be found at
https://www.lutherjuniorknights.com/basketball.
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WELS NATIONAL TEEN BIBLE STUDY

Have you ever felt lost? Felt like you're going down the wrong path? Felt like there's no way God
could love you or forgive you, or that you're so alone God must have forgotten you?

It's common not only for teens but for all of God's people to feel this way. That's why you need to
join with other teens for a meaningful and heartfelt study of the parable of the prodigal son (Luke
15:11-32). Join fellow WELS teens from around the country for a special online Bible study
September 8, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. (Central). The 45-minute Bible study will have opportunity to
connect with other teens, study and discuss the Word, and apply it specifically to your teen lives
today. The Bible study will be led by Pastor Phil Huebner, the campus pastor at Wisconsin
Lutheran High School. Register at https://gf.wels.net/teen-bible-study/

OFFERING SUMMARY (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund)

2024 Weekly Budget: $11,826.00 Budget to Date: $413,910.00
Received Last Week: $6,783.43 Rec'd to Date: $275,619.36

LAST WEEK'S ATTENDANCE
8:00 am: 113 Online Viewers: 45 10:00 am: 84 Total: 242
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CALENDAR

TODAY 8:00 am Worship
9:10 am Sunday School
9:15 am Bible Study
10:00 am Worship
6:00 pm WELS National Teen Bible Study (see News above)

MONDAY 7:00 pm Choir Practice
TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study
WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.)
7:30 pm Luther Conference of Delegates Meeting
NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion
9:10 am Sunday School
9:15 am Bible Study
10:00 am Worship with Communion

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth
Preacher Caleb Lindholm
Accompanist Irene Bakken
Soloist Brian Berg
Copyright Information

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org Software distributed in
partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.
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