
 

 

 

 

HE LIVES TO BE MY GOOD SHEPHERD 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

April 26, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Good Shepherd, forgive me for my straying and forgive me for my complaining as you try to 

guide me. Lead me today to the quiet waters of your Word and to the green pastures of your 

grace. Build my trust to follow you even through hard times so that I can walk with you to my 

heavenly home forever. I ask all of this in your gracious name. Amen. 

 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD  Christian Worship ‘93 

The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

CHIMES Christ the Lord Has Risen Today 

 

OPENING HYMN 756 Shepherd of Tender Youth 

 

 

 
 

Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–1890, alt. 

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord T  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment.  

 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.  

Amen. 

Prayer and Praise 
 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

(short musical intro) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

The Word 
 

SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the 

sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in 

your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING Acts 2:42–47 

  42They continued to hold firmly to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to 

the breaking of the bread, and to the prayers. 43Awe came over every soul, and many 

wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. 45They were selling their possessions and 

property and were distributing the proceeds according to what anyone needed. 

  46Day after day, with one mind, they were devoted to meeting in the temple area, 

as they continued to break bread in their homes. They shared their food with glad 

and sincere hearts, 47as they continued praising God and being viewed favorably by 

all the people. Day after day the Lord added to their number those who were being 

saved. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–1782; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, Leipzig, 1784 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19–25 

 19For this is favorable: if a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly because 

he is conscious of God. 20For what credit is it to you if you receive a beating for 

sinning and patiently endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is 

favorable with God. 

  21Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 

you an example so that you would follow in his steps. 22He did not commit a sin, and 

no deceit was found in his mouth. 23When he was insulted, he did not insult in return. 
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When he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 

judges justly. 24He himself carried our sins in his body on the tree so that we would 

be dead to sins and alive to righteousness. By his wounds you were healed. 25For you 

were like sheep going astray, but you are now returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 10:14 

Alleluia!  

I am the good shepherd;  

I know my sheep and my sheep know me. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL John 10:1–10 

  1“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, 

but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one who enters by the 

door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the 

sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When 

he has brought out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 5They will never follow a stranger, but will run away 

from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 

illustration in speaking to the people, but they did not understand what he was 

telling them. 

  7So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I am the door for the sheep. 8All who 

came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I 

am the door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, 

and find pasture. 
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  10“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, 

and have it abundantly. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 552 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

verses 5 & 6… 
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5 You spread a table in my sight, 

    a banquet here bestowing; 

your oil of welcome, my delight; 

    my cup is overflowing! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    your goodness fails me never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 

    within your house forever! 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, alt. 

Tune: Irish, 18th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON John 10:1–10 

Go through the Only Gate 

 

Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

Be seated 
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OFFERTORY 752 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings sts. 1, Ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, b. 1946; Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1825; ed. William Moore 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889; Tune: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Loving Shepherd of the sheep, fill us with contentment and confidence during this 

season as we celebrate your Easter victory. You laid down your life for the sheep and 

then rose again to assure us that you give us eternal life. 

Good Shepherd, save us. 
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Strengthen our faith to follow where you lead, to the green pastures of your Word, 

the quiet waters of our baptism, and the gracious table of your body and blood 

where our cup overflows with your forgiving love. Guide us to find in you the gate 

that leads to safety and good pastures. 

Good Shepherd, lead us. 

 

Guard and protect us from those who want to lead us astray and snatch us out of 

your hand. Give us courage to fight against the devil and wisdom to recognize false 

teachers. Lead us to honor and follow those you have called to shepherd your flock, 

the Church. 

Good Shepherd, guide us. 

  

Let your rod and your staff comfort us and all your sheep in times of sickness and 

sadness and especially when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death.  

May we find in your redemption and your Father’s resolve the unbreakable promise 

that we will dwell in your house forever. 

Good Shepherd, console us. 

  

Move us to reach out to sheep who are not yet a part of our sheep pen but whom 

you have claimed as your own. Give us your passion to search for the sheep who are 

lost and lead us to rejoice when they have been found.  

Good Shepherd, inspire us. 

 
Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  
Silent prayer 

  

We thank you for all the blessings we have gained from your goodness: family and 

friends, wealth and health, work and leisure. Give us wisdom to long for and cherish 

your more precious gifts, your Word and sacraments, so that your goodness and love 

may follow us all the days of our life. 

Good Shepherd, hear us. Amen.  
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HYMN 555 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want 

 

 

 
 

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650 

Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

PRAYER 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and 

comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN 551 Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 

 

 

 
 

Text: Henry Cook, 1788–1868, alt. 

Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–1876 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DIVINE CALL RECEIVED BY MR. LINDEMANN 

Our principal and grades 7-8 teacher Mr. Lindemann has received a call from St. John’s Lutheran 

Church and School in Caledonia, MN, to teach grades 7-8 and serve as principal.  Feel free to 

reach out to Mr. Lindemann if you’d like to discuss the ministry here at St. Paul’s.  Keep him in 

your prayers as he deliberates where he can best serve the Lord in his kingdom.   

STEWARDSHIP-EVANGELISM MEETING 

The Stewardship-Evangelism committee will have a meeting on Sunday, May 3rd, at 11:15 am, in 

the church basement. 

SCHOOL PLAY 

Join us in the school gym on Monday, April 27th, for a wonderful performance of School Daze by 

our talented students.  There will be a dress rehearsal at 10:00 am, with the main show taking 

place at 6:00 pm.  All are invited to either performance (or both).  The cast is ready to shine.  Don’t 

miss out on the fun.  See you at the show! 

PIANO RECITAL   

All are invited to a piano recital put on by the students of St. Paul’s school this Thursday, April 

30th, at 6:30 pm.  The recital will be held in our church sanctuary.  Come hear the gifts God has 

given to our students! 

CAMM LETTER   

Copies of the Central Africa Medical Mission newsletter can be found in the narthex. 

SUMMER CONCERT  

Faith Lutheran Church of Black River Falls and Cataract would like to invite you to a Christian 

concert by WELS Christian musician Mike Westendorf.  This will be a part of Black River Falls’ 

Concerts in the Park series at the Lunda Community Park (1400 Tyler St, Black River Falls, WI 

54615). It is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9, at 7:00 pm.  There is no cost.  With 15 years of radio 

broadcast experience, 13 years of worship leading and 15 years as a national recording and 
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touring artist, God has blessed Mike with an exceptional ability to connect, encourage and 

motivate people of all ages.  Check him out at his website – mikewestendorf.com – and then join 

us at Lunda Park on June 9.  For more information on the concert, go to faithwels.com and click 

on the Events page.  In addition to sponsoring the band, Faith will provide free popcorn and 

lemonade.  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on.  In case of stormy weather tune to WWIS Radio 

(99.7) to hear if the concert will be moved to the church building. 

PRAYERS 

This week we keep in our prayers: Brian Berg, Gary and Christa Lemke, Clarice Koltermann, Marcie 

Richmond, Herb Miller, Dan Chandler, Vivian Havens, Shelly Horstman, Roy Koltermann, and 

Kaitlyn Stratman. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2026 Weekly Budget: $11,428.44 Budget to Date: $182,855.04 

Received Last Week: $6,102.47  Rec’d to Date: $148,025.81 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 171     Online Viewers: 54     10:00 am: 108     Total: 333 

Sunday Bible Study: 64     Sunday School: 14     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 19   
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship  

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship  

 11:30 am Bible Information Class Orientation 

MONDAY 6:00 pm School Play 

TUESDAY 10:00 am  Mornings with Mommy 

 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 3:30 pm Public School Catechism Class 

THURSDAY 2:00 pm Ladies Aid Meeting 

 6:30 pm Piano Recital @ Church 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 11:15 am Stewardship-Evangelism Meeting 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP  

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org  Software distributed in 

partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Created by 

Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House..



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


