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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

May 3, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Father, I desire to be with you in heaven forever.  Remind me today that there is only one way and 

one source of truth and life, that is, my Savior Jesus.  Strike my prideful heart with the truth that I 

am not the source, and comfort my fearful heart with the truth that Jesus has secured the way to 

heaven for me.  Point me to the secure hope of eternal life in Christ alone.  In him I pray.  Amen. 

 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SETTING THREE  p.188 

The Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the Word of God and the 

forgiveness, life, and salvation we receive through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

OPENING HYMN 460 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–1885; (st. 2): rev. Jubilate Hymns Ltd. 

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

GLORY TO GOD  
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Text: Michael A. Perry; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813 

Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889; Tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 
 

SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 

this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

FIRST READING Acts 4:8–12 

  8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 

elders of Israel, 9if we are being questioned today for a kind act that was done for the 

lame man, as to how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to 

all the people of Israel that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom 

you crucified, whom God raised from the dead! By him this man stands before you 
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healed. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you builders, which has become 

the cornerstone. 

  12”There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

to people by which we must be saved.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:4–10 

  4As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and 

precious, 5you also, like living stones, are being built as a spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood, in order to bring spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ. 6For it says in Scripture: 

See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame. 

  7Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for those who do not believe: 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, 

  8and, 

a stone over which they stumble 

and a rock over which they fall. 

 Because they continue to disobey the word, they stumble over it. And that is the 

consequence appointed for them. 

  9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who 

are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10At one time you were not a people, 

but now you are the people of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but now 

you have been shown mercy. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14:6 

Alleluia!  

I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia!  

 

GOSPEL John 14:1–11 

  1”Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my 

Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am 

going to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I am. 4You know 

where I am going, and you know the way.” 

  5”Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we 

know the way?” 

  6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the 

Father, except through me. 7If you know me, you would also know my Father. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  8”Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.” 

  9”Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not know me, 

Philip? The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I am telling you I am not speaking on my own, but the Father who 

remains in me is doing his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father 

is in me. Or else believe because of the works themselves.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 
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Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938; tr. Howard S. Olson, 1922–2010; Tune: Tanzanian 

Text: © 1968 Makumira University College, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress (Translation). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889; Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON John 14:1–11 

Trust Him 

 
Stand 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
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    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERTORY 609 We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer sts. 1, 3 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The pastor speaks the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

 

Stand 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.295 in the hymnal for preparation. 

 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his 

glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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Text: Michael D. Schultz; Tune: Lowell Mason 

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889; Tune: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the 

crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your 

Son to redeem us from sin. 

 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, 

increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day 

when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and 

glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, 

is it not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, 

for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17).   
 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 

Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 496 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

under all the mighty heav’n 

whereby those to sin enslaved 

burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

human name of God above; 

pleading only this, we flee 

helpless, O our God, to thee. 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, alt. 

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 
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5 Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, 

and receive my grace and favor; 

those who feel no pain or ill 

need no physician’s help or skill.” 

 

6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken 

that this food is to be taken 

by the souls who are distressed, 

by hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 

7 Praise the Father, who from heaven 

unto us such food has given 

and, to mend what we have done, 

gave into death his only Son. 

 

8 If your heart this truth professes 

and your mouth your sin confesses, 

surely you will be his guest 

and at his banquet ever blest. 

 
Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1533, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son 

to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule 

our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN 816 I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus 

 

 
 

5 I am trusting you for power; 

    you can never fail. 

Words which you yourself shall give me 

    must prevail. 

 

6 I am trusting you, Lord Jesus; 

    never let me fall. 

I am trusting you forever 

    and for all. 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879, alt. 

Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AMMO CAN FUNDRAISER FOR LMSG 

Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) is a non-profit organization providing Christ-centered 

support to WELS/ELS military service members, veterans, and their families.  This whole month of 

May we look to support their ministry to Christian soldiers.  An ammo can has been placed in the 

narthex through Memorial Day where you can place your freewill offering.  Your offering will go 

to support the LMSG-sponsored retreats and workshops, scholarships and grants, and the 

production of the Christian Service Members’ Handbook.  Find out more about LMSG at 

lutheranmilitary.org.  

STEWARDSHIP-EVANGELISM MEETING 

The Stewardship-Evangelism committee will have a meeting on today, May 3rd, at 11:15 am, in the 

church basement. 

DIVINE CALL RECEIVED BY MR. LINDEMANN 

Our principal and grades 7-8 teacher Mr. Lindemann has received a call from St. John’s Lutheran 

Church and School in Caledonia, MN, to teach grades 7-8 and serve as principal.  Feel free to 

reach out to Mr. Lindemann if you’d like to discuss the ministry here at St. Paul’s.  Keep him in 

your prayers as he deliberates where he can best serve the Lord in his kingdom.   

OWLS MEETING 

The Coulee Region Owls will be holding their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, May 14, 

2026, at First Ev. Lutheran Church, 400 West Avenue South, La Crosse at 12:00 Noon with a 

potluck luncheon.  Please bring a dish to pass and your own table service.  Coffee will be 

provided.  The program will be the children from First Lutheran performing their spring play.  All 

church members – men and women age 55 or older – are welcome.  Please come for a visit, enjoy 

the friends you meet, a good lunch and the young children’s play.  There will be a free will 

offering. 

LUTHER HIGH SUMMER POSITION 

Luther High School is looking for a Groundskeeping Crewmember for the summer.  

Responsibilities are: assisting the Maintenance Custodian in general maintenance and repair of 

buildings, grounds and equipment.  Secondary duties include assisting in athletic field 
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preparations as required. Applications are available in the Luther High School office and online at 

lutherhigh.org. Candidates may submit their application and resume to the Luther High School 

office. Questions and requests regarding application, email johndona@luther.k12.wi.us or call 

608-386-4753. 

SUMMER CONCERT  

Faith Lutheran Church of Black River Falls and Cataract would like to invite you to a Christian 

concert by WELS Christian musician Mike Westendorf.  This will be a part of Black River Falls’ 

Concerts in the Park series at the Lunda Community Park (1400 Tyler St, Black River Falls, WI 

54615). It is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9, at 7:00 pm.  There is no cost.  With 15 years of radio 

broadcast experience, 13 years of worship leading and 15 years as a national recording and 

touring artist, God has blessed Mike with an exceptional ability to connect, encourage and 

motivate people of all ages.  Check him out at his website – mikewestendorf.com – and then join 

us at Lunda Park on June 9.  For more information on the concert, go to faithwels.com and click 

on the Events page.  In addition to sponsoring the band, Faith will provide free popcorn and 

lemonade.  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on.  In case of stormy weather tune to WWIS Radio 

(99.7) to hear if the concert will be moved to the church building. 

PRAYERS 

This week we keep in our prayers: Brian Berg, Gary and Christa Lemke, Roy and Clarice 

Koltermann, Dan Chandler, Vivian Havens, Shelly Horstman, and Chris Houle. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2026 Weekly Budget: $11,428.44 Budget to Date: $194,283.48 

Received Last Week: $6,422.47  Rec’d to Date: $154,448.28 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 76     Online Viewers: 59     10:00 am: 163     Total: 298 

Sunday Bible Study: 57     Sunday School: 14     Tues./Wed. Bible Study: 22  
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Harriet Langrehr 

Copyright Information 

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org  Software distributed in 

partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.   



CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Bible Study 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 11:15 am Stewardship-Evangelism Meeting 

TUESDAY 7:00 pm Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 9:00 am Bible Study (same as Tues.) 

 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:10 am Sunday School 

 9:15 am  Examination 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:30 am BIC Orientation Lesson (2.0) 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WiFi:  SPLC_Guest 

Password:  gracealone 

 

608-486-2754  401 16th Ave. N, Bangor, WI 54614  stpaulsbangor.com 


