
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
GOD IS TRIUNE 

First Sunday after Pentecost – Holy Trinity 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

May 31, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Blessed Trinity, who you are goes beyond comprehension for my human mind.  Therefore focus 

me on what I do know today through your revelation.  Ease my questions and my doubts, and 

help me take in the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit for my salvation.  Build my 

trust in your goodness and love, O God.  In my Savior I pray with confidence.  Amen. 

 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  
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SETTING THREE  p.188 

The Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the Word of God and the 

forgiveness, life, and salvation we receive through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

OPENING HYMN 624 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 

Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, Stralsund, 1665, alt 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the 

cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace 

with God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

TO GOD ON HIGH BE GLORY 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all 

creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we 

may ever worship you, one true, immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, 

living and reigning, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

HOLY BAPTISM  p.261 

(10:00 am) 

Sadie Lola Bachman 

 

 

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1—2:3 

  1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 

undeveloped and empty. Darkness covered the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 

  3God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4God saw that the light was 

good. He separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light “day,” and the 

darkness he called “night.” There was evening and there was morning—the first day. 
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  6God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters, and let it separate the 

water from the water.” 7God made the expanse, and he separated the water that was 

below the expanse from the water that was above the expanse, and it was so. 8God 

called the expanse “sky.” There was evening and there was morning—the second day. 

  9God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together to one place, and 

let the dry land appear,” and it was so. The waters under the sky gathered to their 

own places, and the dry land appeared. 10God called the dry ground “land,” and the 

gathering places of the waters he called “seas.” God saw that it was good. 11God said, 

“Let the earth produce plants—vegetation that produces seed, and trees that bear 

fruit with its seed in it—each according to its own kind on the earth,” and it was so. 
12The earth brought forth plants, vegetation that produces seed according to its own 

kind, and trees that bear fruit with its seed in it, each according to its own kind, and 

God saw that it was good. 13There was evening and there was morning—the third 

day. 

  14God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to divide the day from 

the night, and let them serve as markers to indicate seasons, days, and years. 15Let 

them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to give light to the earth,” and it was 

so. 16God made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 

light to rule the night. He also made the stars. 17God set these lights in place in the 

expanse of the sky to provide light for the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the 

night, and to divide the light from the darkness. God saw that it was good. 19There 

was evening and there was morning—the fourth day. 

  20God said, “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let birds and other 

winged creatures fly above the earth in the open expanse of the sky.” 21God created 

the large sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters 

swarm, according to their own kind, and every winged bird according to its own kind. 

God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them when he said, “Be fruitful and multiply. 

Fill the waters of the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23There was evening 

and there was morning—the fifth day. 

  24God said, “Let the earth produce living creatures according to their own kind, 

livestock, creeping things, and wild animals according to their own kind,” and it was 

so. 25God made the wild animals according to their own kind, and the livestock 

according to their own kind, and everything that creeps on the ground according to 

its own kind. God saw that it was good. 
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  26God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over 

the livestock, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that crawls on the 

earth.” 

  27God created the man in his own image. 

In the image of God he created him. 

Male and female he created them. 

  28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 

subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the sky, and over 

every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29God said, “Look, I have given you every 

plant that produces seed on the face of the whole earth, and every tree that bears 

fruit that produces seed. It will be your food. 30To every animal of the earth, and to 

every bird of the sky, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

  31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. There was 

evening and there was morning—the sixth day. 

  1The heavens and the earth were finished, along with everything in them. 2On the 

seventh day God had finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the 

seventh day from all his work that he had been doing. 3God blessed the seventh day 

and set it apart as holy, because on it he rested from all his work of creation that he 

had done. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 8A 

 

 
  

When I consider your heavens, the work of your / fingers,  

   the moon and the stars, which you have / set in place, 

what is a human being that you are mind- / ful of him,  

   a Son of Man that you / care for him?   Refrain 

  

You have made him a little lower than the / angels  

   and crowned him with glory and / honor. 

You made him ruler over the works / of your hands;  

   you put everything un- / der his feet. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

 
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert 

Setting: Dale A. Witte 

Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Setting: © 2021 Dale A. Witte, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 13:11–14 

  11Finally, brothers, rejoice. Set things in order. Be encouraged. Agree with one 

another. Be at peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 

  12Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13All the saints greet you. 

  14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ATHANASIAN CREED Lines 1-14 

1 Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian 

faith. 
2 Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish 

forever. 
3 Now this is the true Christian faith: 
4 We worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, without mixing the 

persons or dividing the divine being. 
5 For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct, 
6 but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and 

coeternal in majesty. 
7 What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit. 
8 The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 
9 the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 
10 the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal; 
11 yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal, 
12 just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite, but 

there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite. 
13 In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is 

almighty; 
14 yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty. 
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Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Isaiah 6:3 

Alleluia! 

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  

the whole earth is full of his glory. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 28:16–20 

  16The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed 

them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him, but some hesitated because they 

were uncertain. 18Jesus approached and spoke to them saying, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and gather disciples from 

all nations by baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20and by teaching them to keep all the instructions I have given you. And 

surely I am with you always until the end of the age.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

ATHANASIAN CREED Lines 15-26 

15 So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 
16 yet they are not three Gods, but one God. 
17 So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 
18 yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
19 For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to 

be God and Lord, so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or 

three Lords. 
20 The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone. 
21 The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone. 

 

continued… 
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22 The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. 
23 So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy 

Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
24 And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior; 
25 but all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that in every way, as 

stated before, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 
26 Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity. 

 

Be seated 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s 

devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger 

children’s participation. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 484 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices 

 

 



13 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658–1734, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Tune: Johann B. König, 1691–1758 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889; Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON Genesis 1:1—2:3 

How Good Is God? 

 
Stand 

 

ATHANASIAN CREED Lines 27-40 

27 It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation that one faithfully believe 

that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 
28 Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord 

Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man. 
29 He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, 

born in time from the nature of his mother, 
30 fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh; 
31 equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity; 
32 and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one: 
33 one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into 

God; 
continued… 
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34 one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; 
35 for just as the rational soul and flesh is one human being, so God and man is 

one Christ. 
36 He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the 

dead. 
37 He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 
38 At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their 

personal deeds. 
39 Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who have done 

evil will go into eternal fire. 
40 This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe 

this cannot be saved. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERTORY 609 We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer sts. 1, 3 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Triune God, you are the one eternal God, whose name we praise forever. We would 

not have known you if you had not revealed yourself to us as Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, three persons, yet one God. Remove from us all doubt and grant us humble 

faith as we contemplate this high and holy mystery. 

Enlighten and empower us to worship you as the triune God, the holy Trinity.  
  

God our Father, whatever good is in us, whatever good things we have, and whatever 

good we do comes from you alone. In you we live and move and have our being. 

Open our eyes to see the gifts you provide every day purely out of your own 

love and care. 
  

Lord Jesus our Savior, you came into our world to make the Father known to us. You 

joined yourself to us by taking on our humanity and brought us back to God by 

shedding your blood. In love you walked the way of suffering and carried the wrath 

of God that we deserved because of our sins. Help us believe that all you did and all 

you endured you did to rescue us and set us free. 

In the bright new hope of your resurrection teach us to offer our lives in praise 

to God and love to our neighbor. 
  

Creator Spirit, you breathed into us new life by the power of the gospel, opened our 

eyes to see the light of your grace, and filled our minds with the clear sound of your 

voice.  Through Word and sacrament lead us to understand more completely how 

broad and deep and high is the love of God in Christ Jesus. Firm up our resolve to do 

battle with Satan and sin. 

In every weakness be our strength, that we may show ourselves to be God’s 

children: faithful in prayer, constant in hope, and fervent in love. 
 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added here. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 

  

Holy Trinity, you are the God of glory, the God of grace, and the God of all comfort. 

We rejoice to call you Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and praise your holy name 

forever. Amen. 
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HYMN 483 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 

Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN 929 May the Peace of God 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MONDAY WORSHIP   

Monday worship begins for the summer tomorrow, June 1st at 7:00 pm.  It will continue until 

August 31st (the Monday before Labor Day).   

VICTORY SERVICE FOR BRYCE ARNDT   

We will celebrate the eternal victory gifted to Bryce Arndt through Christ this Thursday, June 4th, 

at 6:30 pm.  There will be a visitation with family two hours prior to the service.  Light snacks will 

follow the service.  Come join us in praising God for Bryce’s salvation!   

HELP WITH MOVING CLASSROOMS   

We could use your help moving the classroom items around as the floors get stripped and waxed 

at St. Paul's. Wednesday, June 10th, at 6:00 pm we will be moving items out of the classrooms and 

into the gym. Wednesday June 24th at 6:00pm we will be moving items back into the classrooms.  

It would be helpful if our wonderful volunteers had any moving carts or dollies that could aid in 

moving heavy items. Classrooms and drop zones will be labeled so it will be clear for move out 

and move in of the classroom materials. Many hands make light work! Thank you in advance for 

your help! 

THE DEVIL DOESN’T TAKE A SUMMER BREAK   

As we get ready to take our break from formal Bible studies for the summer, we recognize that 

the devil still attacks our faith and living.  If you would like devotional or Bible study materials to 

continue to grow and be strengthened during the summer months, please contact Pastor Groth 

(pastor@stpaulsbangor.com).  Studies will resume after Labor Day.  

FUNERAL COMMITTEE DIRECTOR    

St. Paul’s is in need of a Funeral Committee Director. There is a group of very experienced ladies 

that have been volunteering their time and will continue to do so. Since Liz Michaels passed, 

Diane Arndt has been heading the committee. It is all working very smoothly. Diane and the other 

ladies are willing to help one hundred percent. We just need another Director. If you are willing to 

help out, call Diane Arndt at 608-343-1282. 
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FUNERAL USHERS    

There is a monthly rotation of names of men who serve as ushers at funerals, and we could use a 

couple more volunteers for the list.  If you are willing and able to serve, please contact Paul 

Wittmershaus at 608-317-0585. 

SUMMER BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS    

We will be having another Bible Information Class this summer.  This would be the class for 

refreshing yourself on the foundational truths of Scripture and for those who would like to 

become members of St. Paul’s.  If you or someone you know would be interested, please email 

Pastor Groth at pastor@stpaulsbangor.com as he will soon begin to communicate with attendees 

to find the best day and time for the class. 

LWMS CONVENTION   

The 63rd Annual LWMS Convention will be held June 25-28 at the Monona Terrace Convention 

Center in Madison. This is an opportunity to hear updates about home and mission projects as 

well as inspirational mission stories. The convention opens and closes with worship services and 

devotions are held daily. The Convention workshops include: “Hope for a Church Starting Over”; 

“Shining Christ’s Light Across Borders”; “In the Lion’s Den—The Joy of Ministering to College 

Students”; “Christ-centered Healthcare in Rural Kenya-Central Africa.” Fees: Adults-$300 for the 

full convention Or Sat and Sun only- $200. Students (13-22 yrs) $195 and $175, respectively.   

Register online at 63.lwms.org and must be postmarked by June 1st.   

PRAYERS 

This week we keep in our prayers: Gary and Christa Lemke, Clarice Koltermann, Dan Chandler, 

Vivian Havens, Shelly Horstman, Hannah Hauser, and Barb Wittmershaus. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2026 Weekly Budget: $11,428.44 Budget to Date: $239,997.24 

Received Last Week: $8,677.47  Rec’d to Date: $179,590.84 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

Ascension & Graduation Service: 142     Online Viewers: 13     Total: 155 

8:00 am: 98     Online Viewers: 54     10:00 am: 181     Total: 333 

Sunday Bible Study: 23     Sunday School: 7   
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CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship  

 10:00 am Worship  

MONDAY 7:00 pm Worship 

WEDNESDAY 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

THURSDAY 4:30 pm Visitation for Bryce Arndt 

 6:30 pm Victory Service for Bryce Arndt  

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

NEXT MONDAY 7:00 pm Worship with Communion 

NEXT WEDNESDAY 6:00 pm Moving Classrooms at School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 
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