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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

June 7 & 8, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Holy Spirit, you are indeed holy, but I am not.  I am overwhelmed at times with the number of my 

sins, and I feel unworthy to be a part of your kingdom much less serve you in it.  Remind me 

today of your grace shown toward men like Moses, Paul, and Matthew, that I can have confidence 

in what Christ’s blood means for me eternally and in my life now.  In Jesus’ I pray.  Amen. 

 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SETTING ONE  p.154 

The Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the Word of God and the 

forgiveness, life, and salvation we receive through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

OPENING HYMN 916 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–1878, alt. 

Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the 

cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace 

with God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 
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GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and merciful God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the 

lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear his call and follow him by faith 

that we may feast with him forever in his kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING Exodus 3:1–15 

  1Now Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, a priest of 

Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God. 2The Angel of the LORD appeared to him in blazing fire from within 

a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire, but the bush was not burning up. 3So 

he said, “I will go over and look at this amazing sight—to find out why the bush is 

not burning up.” 

  4When the LORD saw that Moses had gone over to take a look, God called to him 

from the middle of the bush and said, “Moses! Moses!” 

 Moses said, “I am here.” 

  5The LORD said, “Do not come any closer. Take your sandals off your feet, for the 

place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6He then said, “I am the God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 

 Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
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  7The LORD said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my people in Egypt, and I have 

heard their cry for help because of their slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their 

suffering. 8So I have come down to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and 

to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with 

milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9Now indeed, the Israelites' cry for help has 

come to me. Yes, I have seen how the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10Come now, I 

will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

  11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I 

should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 

  12So he said, “I will certainly be with you. This will be the sign to you that I have 

sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this 

mountain.” 

  13But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 

your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I 

say to them?” 

  14So God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He also said, “You will say this to the 

Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” 

  15God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The LORD, the God of your 

fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me 

to you. This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from 

generation to generation.’ 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 1:12–17 

  12I give thanks to the one who empowered me, namely, Christ Jesus our Lord, that 

he treated me as trustworthy, appointing me into his ministry. 13He did this even 

though formerly I was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a violent man. But I was 

shown mercy, because I acted ignorantly in unbelief. 14The grace of our Lord 

overflowed on me along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15This saying 

is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the world to 



9 

save sinners,” of whom I am the worst. 16But I was shown mercy for this reason: that 

in me, the worst sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate his unlimited patience as an 

example for those who are going to believe in him, resulting in eternal life. 17Now to 

the King eternal, to the immortal, invisible, only God, be honor and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 9:12,13 

Alleluia! 

It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 9:9–13 

  9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting in the tax 

collector's booth. He said to him, “Follow me.” Matthew got up and followed him. 

  10As Jesus was reclining at the table in Matthew's house, many tax collectors and 

sinners were actually there too, eating with Jesus and his disciples. 11When the 

Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 

  12When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “The healthy do not need a physician, 

but the sick do. 13Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ In 

fact, I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 578 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 

Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 1 Timothy 1:12–17 

I’m First 
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Stand 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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OFFERTORY 750 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 

 
 

Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, abr.; Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The pastor speaks the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

Stand 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.295 in the hymnal for preparation. 

 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is 

with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the 

saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent 

to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you 

made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out 

his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered 

us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as 

one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 



15 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, 

is it not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, 

for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17).   

 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive 
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5 Oh, how blest it is to know, 

    were as scarlet my transgression, 

it shall be as white as snow 

    by your blood and bitter passion, 

for these words I do believe: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

6 Now my conscience is at peace, 

    from the law I stand acquitted. 

Christ has purchased my release 

    and my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners does receive, 

    even I have been forgiven. 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 575 By Grace I’m Saved 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Christian L. Scheidt, 1709–1761, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Cornelius H. Dretzel, 1697–1775 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 559 If Your Beloved Son, O God 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; (sts. 1–4): Johann Heermann, 1585–1647, abr.; (st. 5): Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, Braunschweig, 1661 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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CLOSING HYMN 576 Amazing Grace 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790 

Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HELP WITH MOVING CLASSROOMS   

We could use your help moving the classroom items around as the floors get stripped and waxed 

at St. Paul's. Wednesday, June 10th, at 6:00 pm we will be moving items out of the classrooms and 

into the gym. Wednesday June 24th at 6:00pm we will be moving items back into the classrooms.  

It would be helpful if our wonderful volunteers had any moving carts or dollies that could aid in 

moving heavy items. Classrooms and drop zones will be labeled so it will be clear for move out 

and move in of the classroom materials. Many hands make light work! Thank you in advance for 

your help! 

FUNERAL COMMITTEE DIRECTOR    

St. Paul’s is in need of a Funeral Committee Director. There is a group of very experienced ladies 

that have been volunteering their time and will continue to do so. Since Liz Michaels passed, 

Diane Arndt has been heading the committee. It is all working very smoothly. Diane and the other 

ladies are willing to help one hundred percent. We just need another Director. If you are willing to 

help out, call Diane Arndt at 608-343-1282. 

FUNERAL USHERS    

There is a monthly rotation of names of men who serve as ushers at funerals, and we could use a 

couple more volunteers for the list.  If you are willing and able to serve, please contact Paul 

Wittmershaus at 608-317-0585. 

COULEE REGION OWLS    

The Coulee Region Owls will be holding their monthly meeting on Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 

First Ev. Lutheran Church, 400 West Avenue South, La Crosse, at 12:00 Noon with a Potluck 

Luncheon.  Please bring a dish to pass and your own table service.  Coffee will be provided.  The 

program will be The Christian Celebration of America’s 250th Anniversary with singing patriotic 

songs accompanied with a guitar player.  All church members – men and women age 55 or older 

– are welcome.  Please come for a visit, enjoy the friends you meet, a good lunch, and sing along 

with us.  There will be a free will offering. 
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LWMS CONVENTION   

The 63rd Annual LWMS Convention will be held June 25-28 at the Monona Terrace Convention 

Center in Madison. This is an opportunity to hear updates about home and mission projects as 

well as inspirational mission stories. The convention opens and closes with worship services and 

devotions are held daily. The Convention workshops include: “Hope for a Church Starting Over”; 

“Shining Christ’s Light Across Borders”; “In the Lion’s Den—The Joy of Ministering to College 

Students”; “Christ-centered Healthcare in Rural Kenya-Central Africa.” Fees: Adults-$300 for the 

full convention Or Sat and Sun only- $200. Students (13-22 yrs) $195 and $175, respectively.   

Register online at 63.lwms.org and must be postmarked by June 1st.   

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE – MANKATO, MN 

You are invited to the Equipped Women’s Conference July 17-18, 2026, at Peace Lutheran Church 

in North Mankato, MN. Conference Summary: As Christians, we live on the front lines of a spiritual 

battle, but God does not leave us defenseless. He gives us the full armor of God, so that we can 

stand firm in His truth. Be encouraged. Be strengthened. Be EQUIPPED. Keynote Speakers include: 

Amber Albee Swenson, Sharon Buck, and Pastor Jim Aderman. For more information and to 

register, please visit: www.equippedmankato.com 

PRAYERS 

This week we keep in our prayers: Gary and Christa Lemke, Clarice Koltermann, Dan Chandler, 

Vivian Havens, Shelly Horstman, Barb Wittmershaus, and the family of Lois Wendorf. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2026 Weekly Budget: $11,428.44 Budget to Date: $251,425.68 

Received Last Week: $7,992.47  Rec’d to Date: $187,583.31 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 99     Online Viewers: 63     10:00 am: 100     Monday: 20     Total: 282 



CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

MONDAY 7:00 pm Worship with Communion 

WEDNESDAY 6:00 pm Moving Classrooms at School 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 10:00 am Worship 

NEXT MONDAY 7:00 pm Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 
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