A PENTECOST WORSHIP SERIES

LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost



ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH | Bangor, WI

June 28 & 29, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul's. We especially welcome our
guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news
of God's forgiveness through Jesus.

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY'S WORSHIP

Christ, today help me learn about being a Christian. | often develop a love of bad things, and
even a love for good things in bad order. Forgive my sins for loving the blessings of this life over
and above you. Help me refocus today to put you first in all things and over all things as |
remember your value over all things. In your name | pray. Amen.

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary. The church basement is
also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with
children to utilize during the service if needed.

THANK OFFERING
You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will [w] s 5 [w]

provide the link to our online giving option. If you're visiting with us today you are Py ."F-
welcome to give an offering, but don't feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to ~
do so. God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy. Ofe b



SERVICE OF THE WORD Christian Worship ‘93

The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God's
Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

OPENING HYMN 593 Holy Spirit, Light Divine
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, light di - vine, shine up - on this heart of mine;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, love di- vine, cleanse this guilt - y heart of mine;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, joy di- vine, cheer this sad-dened heart of mine;
4 Ho-ly Spir-it, pow’r di - vine, dwell with - in this heart of mine;
5 Ho-ly Spir-it, fill my heart, cleanse my life in ev-’ry part;
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chase the gloom of night a - way, turn the dark-ness in -to day.
in your mer-cy pit - y me, from sin’s bond-age set me free.
fill me with your heav’n-ly peace, let it grow and still in-crease.
cast down ev - ry i - dol throne, reign su - preme and reign a - lone.
yourown tem-ple I would be now and for e - ter-ni- ty.
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Stand

INVOCATION

The grace of our Lord -}~ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.



CONFESSION

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment.

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways |

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Prayer and Praise

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE

(short musical intro)
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge in  him.

The Word

SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you
with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep
us safe in your care; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



FIRST READING Exodus 32:15-29

>Moses turned and went down the mountain, with the two tablets of the
Testimony in his hand—tablets that were written on both sides, written on one side
and on the other. "The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing
of God, engraved on the tablets.

""When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
“There is the noise of war in the camp.”

"®Moses said, “It is not the sound of people who shout for victory; neither is it the
sound of people who cry because of defeat. But | do hear the sound of people who
are celebrating.”

'®As soon as Moses came near the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing, and
Moses’ anger burned. So he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the
foot of the mountain. ®He took the calf that they had made, burned it with fire,
ground it to powder, and scattered it on the water. Then he made the people of
Israel drink it.

*"Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you have brought
such a great sin on them?”

22Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn. You know these people. They
are set on evil, ?so they said to me, ‘Make a god for us, who will go ahead of us,
because this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.’ 2*So | said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, pull it
off.” So they gave it to me. | threw it into the fire and out came this calf.”

When Moses saw that the people were out of control (for Aaron had let them
get so out of control that they were disgraced among their enemies), Moses stood
in the gate of the camp and said, “"Whoever is on the LORD's side, come to me!”

All the descendants of Levi gathered themselves together to Moses. *’He said to
them, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Every man is to strap his sword
on his thigh and go back and forth throughout the camp, from one gate of the camp
to the other, and every man is to kill his brother, and every man his friend, and every
man his neighbor.” ?®The Levites did what Moses said, and that day about three
thousand men from among the people fell. ®Moses said, “Begin your service of the
LORD today. Yes, because every man among you took a stand against his son and
against his brother, the LORD is bestowing a blessing on you today.”



The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
HYMN 825 The Lord Is My Light
This hymn may be new to you. Join as comfortable.
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strength, and my all, whom then shall I fear?

Text: tr. Lorraine Florindez, 1926-2011; tr. Jon D. Vieker, b. 1961; Alberto Taulé, 1932-2007
Tune: Alberto Taulé, 1932-2007
Text: © 2006 Jon D. Vieker. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 736889
Tune: © 1982 Alberto Taulé, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889



SECOND READING 1 Timothy 6:11-16

""But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. '?Fight the good fight of faith.
Take hold of eternal life, to which you were called and about which you made your
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. | charge you in the presence of
God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who made a good confession as
a witness before Pontius Pilate, “that you keep this command without spot and
without fault, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will make
known at the proper time—the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, "®who alone has immortality, who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one
has seen or is able to see. To him be honor and power forever! Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 8:34

Alleluia!
Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves

and take up their cross and follow me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 10:34-42

**"Do not think that | came to bring peace to the earth. | did not come to bring
peace, but a sword. **For | came to turn a man against his father, a daughter against
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 3**A man’s enemies will
be the members of his own household.

3"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. *®Whoever does
not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. *Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

continued...



“O"\Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who
sent me. “'Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a
prophet’'s reward. Whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man
will receive a righteous man’s reward. “Whoever gives one of these little ones even a
cup of cold water to drink because he is my disciple—Amen | tell you—he will never
lose his reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s
devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger
children’s participation.

HYMN OF THE DAY 876 Fight the Good Fight
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; lift up your
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4 Faint not nor fear, his arms are near; he chang-es
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fore us lies; Christ is the path and Christ the prize.
soul shall prove Christ is its life and Christ its love.
you will see that Christ is Lord e - ter - nal - ly.
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SERMON Exodus 32:15-29

Are You for the LOrRD?

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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OFFERTORY 752 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings sts. 1, Ref, 2
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Text: Gregory J. Wismar, b. 1946

Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1825; ed. William Moore

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 736889
Tune: Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for reconciling us to
yourself through the sufferings and death of your dear Son.

Through him we have confidence to enter into your presence and to bring you
our prayers and petitions.

Out of the infinite bounty of your goodness, grant us a rich measure of your Spirit.
Let the love of Christ fill your Church, so that it may flourish in all good works. Help
us show love and compassion for all who are in need.

Bestow on the nations of the earth the knowledge of your mercy, that they may
turn to you, the only God, and find salvation in you.

Strengthen our faith so that we unfailingly come to you in prayer for all our bodily
needs.

Give a special measure of your power to those who are sorrowful or mourning,
who are in pain or sickness, or who may be in temptation or peril.

Help us patiently endure any chastening and afflictions you permit to come into our
lives, knowing that you are using them in love to prepare us for that joyful
communion with you.

Remind us always that fellowship with you is ours for all eternity.

Special intercessions may be added here.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer

Accept our prayers and intercessions, and provide for all our needs not because we

are worthy but for the sake of Jesus our Savior.
Amen.
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694 Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken
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my con-di - tion, God and heav’n are still my own!
friends may shun me; show your face, and all is bright.
clouds may gath - er, all must work for good to me.
heav'n-ly glo - ry, faith to sight and prayer to praise.
Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1793-1847, abr., alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

Text and tune: Public domain
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Stand

PRAYER

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord

with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated
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CLOSING HYMN
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869 Onward, Christian Soldiers
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1 On - ward, Chris - tian sol - diers, march-ing as to war,
2 Like a might-y ar - my moves the Church of God;
3 Crowns and thrones may per - ish, king-doms rise and wane,
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with the cross of Je - sus go - ing on be - fore.

Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, abr., alt.
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900
Text and tune: Public domain
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU AGAIN!

Another heartfelt thank you to all who gave their time and energy to help move classroom items
back into the classrooms this last Wednesday. Your love and support for the school is once again
greatly appreciated!

QUARTERLY VOTERS' MEETING NEXT SUNDAY

We will have our July voters’ meeting next Sunday, July 5%, at 11:15 am, in the church basement.

ST. PAUL'S @ THE COUNTY FAIR

We will be manning the WELS booth at the La Crosse County Fair on Wednesday, July 15, from
5:00 until about 9:00 pm. If you are able to help visit with passersby and hand out prizes and
Bible-related gifts, come on down to the booth for any amount of time you can give. If you
would like to give school supplies, backpacks, or faith-related gifts for the prize wheel, please
drop those off in the church lobby any time prior to the 15%.

PASTORAL INSTALLATIONS IN OUR CIRCUIT

The Lord has answered the prayers of three other congregations in our circuit and has provided
them with new pastors for their ministries. Join us as we celebrate with our sister congregations
and help them welcome their new pastors at their installation services listed below. The Lord of
the Harvest continue to bless our work together in his kingdom!

June 28, 4 pm @ Christ, West Salem - Installation of Pastor Adam Lambrecht
July 19, 4 pm @ St. Paul, Tomah - Installation of Graduate Jonah Backus
July 26, 4 pm @ St. John's, Ridgeville - Installation of Pastor John “Jack” Kelly

OUR BIBLE SISTERS

Despite a separation of thousands of years and miles, we're much more like them than we first
realize. This summer, you're invited to join Women's Ministry for an online Bible study focusing on
“Our Bible Sisters.” Throughout this five-week series, we'll look at more than just the heroic
actions of biblical women. We'll also consider how our unchanging God met these flawed, real
women in their daily struggles and learn to find his grace, faithfulness, and purpose in our own
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daily realities. Please join us this summer as we get to know five of our Bible sisters better! The
study is offered twice each week—8:00 a.m. (Central) on Saturday mornings and 7:00 p.m.
(Central) on Monday evenings—starting July 11. Register at: gf.wels.net/womens-ministry-online-
class-our-bible-sisters.

WELS CAMPUS MINISTRY APP

WELS Campus Ministry has developed a new app packed with
powerful content and resources to help WELS college-age
individuals grow in faith and stay connected to their Christian
identity. With this app, you can access devotions and sermons
produced by WELS pastors, join online Bible study Fin
opportunities and discussions, stay up-to-date with national campus ministry events through
push notifications, and connect with WELS college-age individuals across the country. The
Google Play Store and Apple App Store links are provided in the QR codes.

CAMM LETTER FOR JUNE

Copies of the June edition of the Central Africa Medical Mission newsletter can be found in the
narthex.

MEN'’S RETREAT

Our 18" annual Men's Retreat, organized by men from Twin Cities area WELS churches, will take
place at Camp Croix on September 18-20, 2026. This year's theme is “Here | Stand: Lutherans find
their voice in Christian apologetics.” There are reasons that Lutherans have been quiet in the area
of Christian apologetics. But there are even bigger reasons for us to break the silence, given what
we uniquely see and understand about arguing for Christ in this skeptical world. Together, we will
explore the What and the How of Christian apologetics so as to grow in confidence for our own
sake, for the sake of those who do not know Jesus, and for the sake of the most vulnerable
among us. This presentation will be led by Martin Luther College Prof. Mark Paustian. Sign up
now, while there’s still room, at mensretreat.org! Questions regarding Camp Croix? Call Keith at
218-341-2119. Questions regarding the retreat? Call Clay at 651-231-3237.

PRAYERS

This week we keep in our prayers: Herb Miller, Gary and Christa Lemke, Clarice Koltermann, Dan
Chandler, Vivian Havens, Shelly Horstman, and Barb Wittmershaus.
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OFFERING SUMMARY (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund)

2026 Weekly Budget: $11,428.44 Budget to Date: $285,711.00
Received Last Week: $9,714.77 Rec'd to Date: $213,749.65

LAST WEEK'S ATTENDANCE
8:00 am: 123 Online Viewers: 45  10:00 am: 90 Monday: 29 Total: 287

CALENDAR

TODAY 8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Fellowship Hour
10:00 am Worship
4:00 pm Installation of Pastor Lambrecht @ Christ West Salem
MONDAY 7:00 pm Worship
WEDNESDAY 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting
NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion
9:00 am Fellowship Hour
10:00 am Worship with Communion

11:15 am Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth
Accompanist Micah Gray
Copyright Information

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org Software distributed in
partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Created by
Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House..
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