
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH IS FOR ALL PEOPLE 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Bangor, WI 

August 16 & 17, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul’s.  We especially welcome our 

guests who have joined us today.  We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news 

of God’s forgiveness through Jesus. 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Lord Jesus, your love for all people led you to the cross to shed your blood for every man, 

woman, and child.  Forgive me when I fail to show the same all-encompassing compassion as you, 

especially as I look down on others because of who they are or the sins they’ve committed.  Show 

me your grace today shown in your all-sufficient sacrifice, and strengthen me that I can rejoice 

with you when anyone comes to you seeking your mercy.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 

 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary.  The church basement is 

also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids’ Corner for parents with 

children to utilize during the service if needed. 

THANK OFFERING 

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will 

provide the link to our online giving option. If you’re visiting with us today you are 

welcome to give an offering, but don’t feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to 

do so.  God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Today St. Paul’s will be celebrating Holy Communion.  The Bible tells us that those who take the 

Lord’s Supper together are to recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are present in the 

Sacrament (1 Cor. 11:29), examine themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and be united in faith with their 

fellow communicants (1 Cor. 10:17). For these reasons, it is our practice that only those who are 

members of St. Paul’s or of a congregation within our fellowship join us at the Lord’s Table. If you 

are interested in learning how you can partake of Holy Communion with us in the future, the 

pastor would be pleased to speak with you after the service.  
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT  Christian Worship ‘93 

Service of Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church that highlights the 

gospel in the Scripture readings as well as in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

OPENING HYMN 912 Open, Lovely Doors 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737, abr.; tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 

Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–1680 

Text: © 2012 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord T  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.  

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 

joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ.  

 
  

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 
  

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care:  

 
  

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD 

(no musical intro) 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



7 

 

 

 
  

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
 

Gracious God, in Christ you bring people from near and far into the fellowship of 

your church. Open our eyes to your saving plan, and move us to embrace all who 

seek your salvation so that we may rejoice together at the banquet of your love; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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The Word 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 

1This is what the LORD says. 

Protect justice, and carry out righteousness, 

because my salvation is coming very soon. 

My righteousness is ready to be revealed. 

6Then the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

 to minister to him and to love the name of the LORD 

 and to become his servants, 

 every one of them who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 

 those who take hold of my covenant— 
7I will bring them to my holy mountain, 

and I will make them glad in my house of prayer. 

Their whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on my altar. 

For my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples of the world. 
8This is the declaration of God the LORD, 

who gathers Israel's dispersed people: 

“I will gather still more people to my house besides the ones already gathered.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:13–22 

  13But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far away have been brought near by 

the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace. He made the two groups one by 

destroying the wall of hostility that divided them 15when he abolished the law of 

commandments and regulations in his flesh. He did this to create in himself one new 

person out of the two, in this way making peace. 16And he did this to reconcile both 

to God in one body through the cross by putting the hostility to death on it. 17He 

also came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who 

were near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
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  19So then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of God's household. 20You have been built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 

Cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. 22In him you too are being built together into a dwelling place for 

God by the Spirit. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Ephesians 2:13 

Alleluia!  

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away  

have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 15:21–28 

  21Jesus left that place and withdrew into the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22There a 

Canaanite woman from that territory came and kept crying out, “Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David! A demon is severely tormenting my daughter!” 

  23But he did not answer her a word. 

 His disciples came and pleaded, “Send her away, because she keeps crying out 

after us.” 

  24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

  25But she came and knelt in front of him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 

  26He answered her, “It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to 

their little dogs.” 

  27“Yes, Lord,” she said, “yet their little dogs also eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters' table.” 

continued… 
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  28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great! It will be done for you, 

just as you desire.” And her daughter was healed at that very hour. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 855 The Church’s One Foundation 
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SERMON Ephesians 2:13–22 

Brought Near 

 

by ____________ ______________________ 

to _________________ _______________________ 

to _____________ 

to be __________________________ _____________ 

to be _______________________ ____________________ 

for _______ _______________________________ 

 

 

Stand 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

OFFERTORY 749 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915–2006;  

Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 

Text: © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

Tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The presiding minister will speak the Prayer of the Church on behalf of the congregation. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Stand 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we also bear witness to the fellowship we share as 

confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. See p.295 in the hymnal for preparation. 

 

The Lord be with you.  

 
  

Lift up your hearts.  

 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
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Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. Now have come the salvation and the power and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

(no musical intro) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

(no musical intro) 
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, 

is it not a communion of the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, 

for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17).   

 

Please follow the directions of the ushers during distribution. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 868 By Faith 

Join as comfortable. (only Sunday) 
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4 By faith the church was called to go 

in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 

to deliver captives and to preach good news 

in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

 

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved 

and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 

for we know in Christ all things are possible 

for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 

 
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 

Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953 

Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . Used by permission: 

OneLicense no. 736889 

Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 870 O Church, Arise 

Join as comfortable. (only Sunday) 
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 

Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 526 What Wondrous Love Is This 
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Stand 

Thanksgiving 
 

THANK THE LORD 

(short musical intro) 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

 
 

Be seated 

 

CLOSING HYMN 932 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916–1997, alt.; Tune: Welsh 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736889; Tune: Public domain 

 

 

CALENDAR 

TODAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion 

 9:00 am Fellowship Hour 

 10:00 am Worship with Communion 

 12:00 pm Bangor Fun Daze Parade 

MONDAY 5:00 pm Bible Information Class 

 7:00 pm Worship with Communion 

TUESDAY 2:30 pm Bible Information Class 

NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship 

 9:00 am Fellowship Hour 

 10:00 am Worship 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUN DAZE PARADE   

Join us today at noon as we walk together and hand out invites and Scripture to our community 

in the Fun Daze parade.  God be praised for this easy opportunity to help grow his kingdom!  

SCHOOL DONATION BOARD   

Located in the church entryway is a “Donation Board” that has some wish list items our St. Paul’s 

teachers have requested for their classrooms. If you’re willing and would like to contribute to the 

classrooms, feel free to pick an item from the board, purchase, and then bring the item back to 

the donation bin. Our students and teachers appreciate all of your support! 

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH   

Join us on Thursday, September 3rd, at 5:30 p.m. at the school for our Back to School Bash! 

Students, families, congregation members, and Sunday School families are all invited to help us 

celebrate the start of a new school year. Enjoy bounce houses, face painting, games, and a 

potluck meal! Please bring a nut-free dish to pass and your beverage of choice; utensils will be 

provided. Come enjoy a fun evening as we kick off the new school year together! 

JOIN PACE!   

Looking for a way to support our school and get involved? Consider joining PACE (Partners Active 

in Christian Education)! PACE helps support our students, teachers, and school through special 

events, activities, and other projects throughout the year. You do not need to have a child 

enrolled in our school to join—congregation and community members are welcome and 

encouraged to get involved! We’d love to have you join us as we work together to support our 

school and its ministry. 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR THRIVENT MEMBERS   

Are you a Thrivent member? Did you know that you can use your Thrivent membership to 

support projects right here at our church or school without any cost to you? Eligible members can 

receive an Action Team Card with up to $250 to help with a fundraiser, service project, 

educational event, or other approved activity. If you’re a Thrivent member and would like to use 

an Action Team Card to support our church or school, PACE would love to hear from you!



COULEE REGION JESUS CARES MINISTRY   

Come join our Jesus Cares group for adapted worship services, Bible study, fellowship and fun! 

Jesus Cares is a ministry that provides Bible instruction and Christian friendship to people of all 

ages who have intellectual and developmental disabilities. We are kicking off the 2026-27 school 

year with our Welcome Back to Jesus Cares meal and fellowship on Monday, September 14th. On 

Monday, September 21st we will begin our regularly scheduled adapted worship services and 

Bible classes. All Jesus Cares activities are held on Mondays from 4:30pm-5:45pm at First Lutheran 

Church, 400 West Ave S. in La Crosse. We are always welcoming new students, families, and 

volunteers! Please join us on September 14th or stop by on another Monday night to see what 

our group is all about. Feel free to contact us for more details by emailing 

couleeregionjesuscares@gmail.com or text/call Lisa Loersch at (920) 944-8759 or Kris Schwartz at 

(608) 797-5194 for more information and a 2026-27 school year schedule. 

PRAYERS 

This week we keep in our prayers: Gary and Christa Lemke, Dan Chandler, Vivian Havens, Shelly 

Horstman, Kelly Langrehr, Mary Holzhausen, Twyla Krueger, and Carol Hesselberg. 

OFFERING SUMMARY  (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund) 

2026 Weekly Budget: $11,428.44 Budget to Date: $365,710.08 

Received Last Week: $16,131.72  Rec’d to Date: $273,247.84 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

8:00 am: 107     Online Viewers: 58     10:00 am: 86     Monday: 24     Total: 275 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Brock Groth 

Accompanist Irene Bakken 
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