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CROSS COMES BEFORE CROWN

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost



ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH | Bangor, WI

August 30 & 31, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Paul's. We especially welcome our
guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news
of God's forgiveness through Jesus.

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR TODAY'S WORSHIP

Lord Jesus, you endured the cross as part of God's plan to save me. Forgive me today for the
times | fail to take up my cross and follow you. Refocus me on the life that truly matters, my
eternal life in heaven, and strengthen me for a life of continually taking up my cross out of love
and devotion to you above all things, even my earthly wellbeing. Continue to bless our ministry
at church and school so more souls can receive the crown of glory in heaven with you. In your
name | pray. Amen.

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

Children’s activity sheets are available near the entrance to the sanctuary. The church basement is
also available with a live feed of the worship service along with a Kids' Corner for parents with
children to utilize during the service if needed.

THANK OFFERING

You may leave your offering in the plate in the lobby. The QR code to the right will
provide the link to our online giving option. If you're visiting with us today you are
welcome to give an offering, but don't feel compelled by guilt or embarrassment to
do so. God wants all offerings to be made freely and with joy.




SERVICE OF THE WORD

Christian Worship ‘93

The Service of the Word offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God's
Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

OPENING HYMN

Join as comfortable.

818 My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone

1 My soul finds rest in God a-lone,
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my rock and my sal - va - tion;

2 Find rest, my soul, in God a-lone a - mid the world’s temp-ta - tions;
3 I'lll set my gaze on God a-lone and trust in him com-plete - ly;
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O praise him, hal-le - lu - jah, my de-light and my re - ward;
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ev-er - last - ing, nev-er fail - ing, my Re-deem-er, my God.
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Stand

INVOCATION

The grace of our Lord - Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment.

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways |
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.



Prayer and Praise

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE
(short musical intro)
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The Word

SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our
redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he
leads; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21

>0 LORD, you understand.

Remember me and care for me.

Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me.
You are slow to anger.

Do not take me away.

Keep in mind that for your sake | bear disgrace.
'*Your words came to me, and | devoured them.
Your words became my joy,

the delight of my heart,

because | bear your name,

O LorD God of Armies.

'] did not sit with the band of partygoers,

nor did | celebrate with them.



| sat alone, because your hand was upon me.
You filled me with indignation.

Why is my pain unending?

Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal?

Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me,
like a source of water that a person can't depend on?

YTherefore this is what the LORD says.

If you repent, | will take you back,

so that you may stand before me.

If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless,
you will be my spokesman.

They must turn to you,

but you must not turn to them.

2% will make you like a bronze wall to this people.
They will fight against you,

but they will not overcome you,

because | am with you to save you

and to rescue you, declares the LORD.

2 will rescue you from the hand of the wicked,
and | will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




529 In the Cross of Christ | Glory
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SECOND READING

Romans 8:18-25

'8For | conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. "In fact, creation is waiting with
eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. °For creation was subjected to
futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope
2that even creation itself will be set free from slavery to corruption, in order to share
in the glorious freedom of the children of God.

22For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the
present time. 2>And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our body. *Indeed, it was for this hope we were saved. But hope that



is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he already sees? *°But if we hope
for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patient endurance.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 8:34

Alleluia!

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-26

?From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised again.

22peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you receive mercy,
Lord! This will never happen to you.”

23But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a snare to me
because you are not thinking the things of God, but the things of men.”

*Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. #’In fact whoever wants to save his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 2°After all, what will it benefit
a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul? Or what can a person give
in exchange for his soul?

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Children who are in grade four and younger may come forward and sit on the front step for the children’s
devotion. Older children, parents, or other family members may come forward to encourage the younger
children’s participation.

HYMN OF THE DAY 694 Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken
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SERMON Colossians 2:6, 7
Rooted in Christ

®Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 'by
being rooted and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were
taught, while you overflow in faith with thanksgiving.

ROOTED W CHRIST

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Aimighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
OFFERTORY 752 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings sts. 1, Ref, 2
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Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 736889
Tune: Public domain



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us
day after day.
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place
and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by
land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are
distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm.

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there
be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty,
danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.

We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in
your sight. Amen.
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693 O Gracious Lord, with Love Draw Near
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shall, crowned in light, be glorified.
Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955
Tune: English
Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 736889

Tune: Public domain
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Stand

PRAYER

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ's holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and 4~ give you peace.
Amen.
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Be seated

CLOSING HYMN 850 It Is Well with My Soul
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It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888, alt.; Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 18381876, Text and tune: Public domain

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister
Accompanist

Pastor Brock Groth
Irene Bakken

Copyright Information

Scripture quotations cited from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org Software distributed in

partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Liturgy and lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Created by
Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LAST MONDAY WORSHIP THIS YEAR

Note that Monday, August 31, will be our last Monday worship service until next summer (the
first Monday after Memorial Day).

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDIES

Everything starts back up the week of September 13". Sunday School and Sunday Bible study
begin again on September 13, with midweek study beginning on September 15™ and 16". We
pray the Lord continues to bless our families’ time in his Word together.

THREE-WEEK MISSION FESTIVAL

Beginning on September 13™, we will be celebrating a three-week worship and study focus called
Come and See, reflecting on the disciples’ words about Jesus in John chapter 1. We'll look at the
mission we've all been given by our Savior as we take in The Calling We've Been Given, The
Blessings We Have as Followers of Christ, and Inviting People to Connect to Christ. Pastor Quinn
Bilitz from First Lutheran will join us that first Sunday for worship and for a presentation between
services about God's work through campus ministry in La Crosse. Our Sunday Bible study in
weeks two and three will dive into John 1:35-51 and what we can learn as we invite people to see
their Savior.

FIRST MIDWEEK STUDY

For our first midweek study of the study year, we'll be tackling a difficult and deep topic: A
Christian View of Death. This study looks at various issues related to suffering and death. It also
addresses current issues like euthanasia and the world’s approach to death and dying. It will
cover four lessons: The Art of Dying; Euthanasia; Death and the Child; and Life after Death. Join us
for an eternally important topic, one for which God prepares us well. It will begin on Tuesday,
September 15 at 7:00 pm, with the same study each week on Wednesdays at 9:00 am.

SURROUND CARE HELP

We are looking for a surround care helper who would be willing to split time with our current
surround care supervisor, Lisa Hammes. If you are interested in this position, please email Pastor
Groth for a job description and with any questions. pastor@stpaulsbangor.com
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SCHOOL DONATION BOARD

Located in the church entryway is a "Donation Board” that has some wish list items our St. Paul’s
teachers have requested for their classrooms. If you're willing and would like to contribute to the
classrooms, feel free to pick an item from the board, purchase, and then bring the item back to
the donation bin. Our students and teachers appreciate all of your support!

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH

Join us on Thursday, September 3™, at 5:30 p.m. at the school for our Back to School Bash!
Students, families, congregation members, and Sunday School families are all invited to help us
celebrate the start of a new school year. Enjoy bounce houses, face painting, games, and a
potluck meal! Please bring a nut-free dish to pass and your beverage of choice; utensils will be
provided. Come enjoy a fun evening as we kick off the new school year together!

JOIN PACE!

Looking for a way to support our school and get involved? Consider joining PACE (Partners Active
in Christian Education)! PACE helps support our students, teachers, and school through special
events, activities, and other projects throughout the year. You do not need to have a child
enrolled in our school to join—congregation and community members are welcome and
encouraged to get involved! We'd love to have you join us as we work together to support our
school and its ministry.

ST. PAUL’'S EMAIL NEWS

These church and school news items also get sent out via email each week. You
can add yourself to the email list using the QR code on the right or by navigating
to the bottom center of our website. Make sure to "whitelist”
pastor@stpaulsbangor.com so it doesn’t go straight to the spam folder.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR THRIVENT MEMBERS

Are you a Thrivent member? Did you know that you can use your Thrivent membership to
support projects right here at our church or school without any cost to you? Eligible members can
receive an Action Team Card with up to $250 to help with a fundraiser, service project,
educational event, or other approved activity. If you're a Thrivent member and would like to use
an Action Team Card to support our church or school, PACE would love to hear from you!
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COULEE REGION JESUS CARES MINISTRY

Come join our Jesus Cares group for adapted worship services, Bible study, fellowship and fun!
Jesus Cares is a ministry that provides Bible instruction and Christian friendship to people of all
ages who have intellectual and developmental disabilities. We are kicking off the 2026-27 school
year with our Welcome Back to Jesus Cares meal and fellowship on Monday, September 14th. On
Monday, September 21st we will begin our regularly scheduled adapted worship services and
Bible classes. All Jesus Cares activities are held on Mondays from 4:30pm-5:45pm at First Lutheran
Church, 400 West Ave S. in La Crosse. We are always welcoming new students, families, and
volunteers! Please join us on September 14th or stop by on another Monday night to see what
our group is all about. Feel free to contact us for more details by emailing
couleeregionjesuscares@gmail.com or text/call Lisa Loersch at (920) 944-8759 or Kris Schwartz at
(608) 797-5194 for more information and a 2026-27 school year schedule.

COULEE REGION OWLS MEETING

The Coulee Region OWLS will be holding their monthly meeting on Thursday, September 10,
2026, at First Ev. Lutheran Church, 400 West Avenue South, La Crosse, at 12:00 Noon with a
potluck luncheon. Please bring a dish to pass and your own table service. Coffee will be
provided. The program will be Jon Beilke, Luther High School Principal, discussing the progress of
Luther High. All church members — men and women age 55 or older — are welcome. Please come
for a visit, enjoy the friends you meet, a good lunch, and an informative program. There will be a
goodwill offering.

LMSG SPIRITUAL RETREAT

Registration is open for the 2026 Spiritual Retreat, “Armor of God: Truth & Righteousness,” held
October 8-11, 2026, at Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch near Rochester, Minnesota. This Christ-
centered retreat is designed for Military Service Members, Veterans, and their Spouses, providing
a unique opportunity to step away from the demands of daily life and be renewed through God'’s
Word, worship, Christian fellowship, and meaningful conversations with others who understand
the military journey. Travel assistance is available for those who need it.

Grounded in the truth of Scripture, the retreat brings together WELS and ELS pastors, mental
health professionals, and Military Veterans and Spouses to address the spiritual, emotional, and
relational challenges often experienced by military families. Through biblical teaching, peer
connection, and practical resources, participants will be encouraged and equipped to stand firm
in God's promises.

Register at https://www.lutheranmilitary.org/.
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PRAYERS

This week we keep in our prayers: Gary and Christa Lemke, Dan Chandler, Vivian Havens, Shelly
Horstman, Kelly Langrehr, Mary Holzhausen, Larry Langrehr, Carol Hesselberg, Bob Manke, Kathy
Bottcher and Jeanne Steinhoff.

OFFERING SUMMARY (includes online and memorials to Gen Fund)

2026 Weekly Budget: $11,428.44 Budget to Date: $388,566.96
Received Last Week: $7,098.07 Rec'd to Date: $291,895.88

LAST WEEK'S ATTENDANCE
8:00 am: 113  Live 8:00 am Viewers: 13 10:00 am: 115 Monday: 31  Total: 275

CALENDAR

TODAY 8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Fellowship Hour
10:00 am School Opening Worship Service
11:15 am School Meeting & Registration @ School Gym

MONDAY First Day of School
5:00 pm Bible Information Class
7:00 pm Worship

TUESDAY 2:30 pm Bible Information Class
WEDNESDAY 6:00 pm Education Committee Meeting

7:00 pm Church Council Meeting

1

THURSDAY 5:30 pm Back to School Bash (Potluck) A\
NEXT SUNDAY 8:00 am Worship with Communion [ﬁ]

9:00 am Fellowship Hour m

10:00 am Worship with Communion EST. 1883

e
St.Paul’s

—LUTHERAN CHURCH—
BANGOR, WI



